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PREFACE, 


A Brief Account of thef 
_ publiſhing of this Works {Þ 


C 


; Written by the Authour thereof, and 
| dedicated to thoſe whona, God . hatin 

counted him yorthy to beget to Faith 
| by his Miniſtry in the Word. oy 
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Hildren, Grace be with you, Amen. 1 

being taken from you in. preſence, and} 

| tied up, that I cannot perform that aub 

that from God dith-lie upon me,. to you 

ward, for your further edifying "and building up 7 

| Faith and Holineſs, &c. Tet that you may ſee 
oul hath ſatherly care and deſire after your (piritu 

and everlaſting welfare's I now once again, 4s j#0 
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The PREFACE. 


the top of Shenir and Hermon, ſo from the Lions 


" CC Song 4. 8. ) do bob yet after all, greatly 
\ longing to ſee your ſafe arrival into THE deſired 

Haven. | 
_ #4 thank God upon every Remembrance of you, and 
- yejorce even while I ſtick between the Teeth of the 
* Lions in the Wilderneſs, at the zrace, and mercy, 
and bnowledze of Chriſt »ur Saviour, which God hath 
* beflowed upon vou, with abundance of Faith ard 
$7} Love.Four han;erings and thir/tin;s alſo after further 
EE F acquaintance with the go at ny 3 yaur 
-» | tenderneſs of Heart, 'your trembling at ſin,” your ppbey 
| | and Bt mens alſ>, befor both God and 8 
* 2s-great refreſhment to me © for you are my glory, 

* and joy, 1 Theſe. 2. 20, 
*W#, / have ſent you here encloſed a drop of that honey 
'Þ | that Fhave taken out of the Carcaſe of a. Lion, Judg; 
= | S4+$. 6, 738g: 1 have- eaten therexf my ſelf alſo, 
and; am much refreſhed thereby. '4 Tt emptations when 
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| we meet them at tuft, are as the Lim that roared 
| Expo Sampſon : but if we overcome: them, the. next 
W frime we fee them, we (hall find « Neſt of Hine 
; © Fwithin them. |) Toe Philiſtians, underſtand me not: 
Br 3s ſomething a Relation of the work of God upon 
\. Ep--own Soul, even from the very fiſt, till now : 
| Ivbercin you may percerve my caſtin;s down, and 
&  Bre/ings up : for be woundeth, and his hands mabe 
E- whole. It s writtenin the Scripture, Iſ1i.38.19, 
F- WThe father to the children ſhall make known the 
"I uth of GOD. Tea, it was for ths reaſon I lay ſo 
+ + WM : * _ ong 


{ Dens, and from the Mountains of the Leopards,. 
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The PREFACE. "3 
lon? at Sinai, Lev. 4. Io, It, }) fo ſee: the” etl 4 

. 2&'> and the cloud, and the darkneſs, that I might fear } 
the Lord all the days of my life upon earth, and 7 
tell of his wondrous works to my children, P/af } 
7 78. 3, 4s 5» | : : 
Moſes Num. 33. 1, 2. writ of the Fourneyinss 4 

of the Children of Iſrael from Egypt tothe Land of | 
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) Canaan 3 and commanded alſo, that they aid retnems © | 
7 | ber their fourty years travel in the VV1ilderneſs. 7 
/ { Thou ſhalt remember all the way which the Lord } 
thy God led thee theſe fourty Years in the Wil-- 
, derneſs, to humble thee, and to prove thee, and 
- | to know what was in thine Heart, whether thou | 
, | wouldſt keep his Commandments or no, Deut..: 
. 2.2.3. Wherefore this T have endeavoured to d8 3. 
and nit on:ly ſ*, but to pu3liffh it alſ 3 that, if God 
/ will, others may be put in remembrance of what he: 
; hath dene for their Souls, by reading. his work upon'$ 


: me, : 2 
? | T1t 7s profitable for Chriſtians. to he often calling ta; 
{ 7}. mind the very beginnings of Grace with their Souls, 
/ It 15 a Night to be much obſeryed to the Lord gj 
y { for bringing them out from the Land of Egypt- 
} This is that nighr of the Lord; to be obſerved of 
? all the Children -of Ira! in their Generations; 
. Exod. 12. 42. My God, ſaith Dayid, Pſal. 4.2. 65 
/ My Soul is caſt down within .me 5; but I-wik 
| Femember thee from the Land: of Jordan, and 
, { of. the Hermonites, from the. hill Mizar. Mi 
2 
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; rYemembred alſo the Liom and the "Bear, when b 
_ to fight with the Gaint of Gath, 1 Sam,; 17 
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The PREFACE. 
It was Pauls accuftomed manner, As 22. and__ 
that when tried for his life,, A&s 24. even ts open © 
before his Fudzes the manner of his Converſimn :. He 
would think of that day and that hour, in which he 
firft did meet with Grace : for he found it ſupported 
him, When Ged had brought the: Children of Iſrael {© 
F #hrow the Red Sea, far into the Wilderneſs 5 yet 
they mift turn quite about thither again, to remember 
| the drowning of their enemies there, Num.. $4. 25- 
F'} for though they ſang his Praiſe before, yet they ſoon 
FEE | fOrgat his worbs, Pſal. x05, 11, 12. | 
ik Minthis Dicourſe of min:, you may ſee much ; much, | 
- © ſay, of the Grate "of God towards me : I thank 
IM | God I ean count it much ;, for it was above my ſis, | 
© |- and Satans temptations ter. TI can remember my 
Y | fears, and d:nbts, and ſad Mneths, with comfort ; 


ba, © th 


|. Fhey are as the head of Goliah in my hand : there 
'| was nothing to David libe Goliah's Sword, even 
k Fhat Sword that flruld have been ſheathed in his 
| bowels ; for the very ſizht and remembrance of that, 
Fd preach forth Gods deliverance to him, O the 
; © Temembrance of my great fins, of my great temptations,. 
'' Eand of my great fears of periſhing for ever ! They 
\ #ring freſh icto my mind, the remembrance of my 
| Bigreat help, my-great ſupport from Heaven, and the 
| Pgreat. grace that GOD excrended to ſuch a wretch 
a Fes 7. 
" * AM dear Children, call ts mind the former days, | 
F-and years of ancient times; remember alſo your ſongs 
© Wn the right, and commune with yur own heart, 
"% AIM. 73» 55.6, T3 8, 9g. IO, IF, I'2s Fea, book [ 
# | diligent | 
. $48 { 
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The PREFACE.. 
FF © dil;,ently, and leave mo corner therein unſearched'3 
/ Sa 6, ny 
" tor that is treaſure hid, even the treaſure of your firſt 4 
> | and ſecond experience of the zract of God toward'you. 
Remember, I ſay, the Word that firſt laid hold upon 
| you z. remember your terrours of Conſcience and fear of 
| + death and hell : remember alſo your tears and 
| Prayers to God ; yea,, how you ſi;hed under: every 
hed1e of mercy. Have you never a. Hill Mizar fo 
| remember? Have yu for/3t the Cliſe, the Milb-houſe, 
| the Stable,the Barn, and” the Ithe, where God did | 
| wiſit your- Soul * Remember alſo the Word, the 
| Ward, I ſav, ups. which the Lord hath cauſed” you | 
fo. hope : If ymt have Sinned' azainfl Light , if 
| Jou are tempted to blaſpheme, if you are down iw | 
deſpair,. if you think God fights againſt you,, or if | 
heaven tis hid from your eyes; remember *twas thugs 
with your Father, but out of. them. all the Lord} 
delivered me. 3 
I cuuld haue enlarged much in this my diſcourſ@ 
2 of my temptation and. troubles: for Sin, as alſo of 
the merciful hindneſs and. working of GOD with 
my Soul' :. I could alſ) have ſtept into @ ſtile: 
, mach higher than this in which I bave here 
diſcourſed; and could have. adorned all things mare; 
than here I have ſeemed to dv :: but I dare not 
God did not play in convincing of me : the Devil 
add not play in ternjting of me 3. neither did I play 
when I ſunk as: into. a bottomleſs pit,. when. the 


rd pangs of hell caught hold upon_ me : wherefs 
» | T may. not play in my relating of them, but b 
> Plain and ſunple, and lay down: the: thing<as- 
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"The PREFACE. 
Ws : He that libeth it, let him receive it ; 


and he that does. not, let "him produce a better o— 
F arewel. 


My dear Children, 

The Milk and Ho! ney is beyond 
this Wiidernels + GOD be 
mercitull ro you, and grart 

ou be nor ſlothtull ro go in 
' to poſlels the Land. 
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| A To the CHIEF of - 


SINNERS 


A Brief Relation of che exceeding. þ 
Mercy ot God in Chriſt, to his : 
Pour Servant Zohn Bunyan. ) 


"NOS" 


ot God upon my Soul it will not be a miſs, 

if in the firſt place I do in a few words 'i| 

give you a hint of my Pedegree, and } 
manner of bringing up 3 that thereby the 
goodneſs and bounty of God fowards, me, may. 
be the more advanced and magnified before the: 
Sons of Men. : 
2, For my Dcſcent then, it. was, ws is well. 
known by many, of 4 low and inconſdetable 

q generation 3 my Fathers houſe being © that raidle 
|-that is meaneſl,. and moſt deſpiſed of all the 
| famejzes if tae Land, Wherefore Lye nt heres 
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| this my Relation of the merciful working 
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Gzace Abounding : 
- as others, to boaſt of Noble blood, or of a High | | 
born ſtate according to the fleſh ; though all things | , 
{. © conſidered, I magnifie the Heayenly Majeſty, for._| , 
#- that by this deor be brought me into this World, | . 

|} to partake of the Grace and Life that is in Chriſt | 
| 

| 

( 
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by the Goſpel. | 
3. But yct notwithſtanding the meanneſs and 


inconſiderableneſs of my Parents, it pleaſed God f 
to pur it into their heart, to put me to School, to | 
learn both to Read and Write ; the which I alſo 
attiined, according to the rate of other poor 
mens children, though tv ty ſhame I confeſs,. F 
did ſoon loſe that ]ittle I Tearnt, cven alinoſt 
utterly, and that long before the Lord did work 
his gracious work of Conyerſion upon my Soul. 
- 4+ As for my own natural lifc, for the time | | 
'% that I was without God in the world, it was, þ { 
indeed, according 10 the courſe of this Wrld, and the 
» ſpirit that now worketh in the children of diſabedience, | 
'& Eph, 2. 2, 3, It was my delight, to be taken | | 
| captive by the Devil at his will, 2 Tim. 2. 25. | 
— # being filled with all unrighteouſneſs ; the which 
'& did alfo fo ſtrongly work, and put forth it ſclf, | 
— # both in my heart and life, and that from a child, | : 
' | W that I had but fey Equals, (eſpecially confidering | | 
'& my years, which were tender, being few ) both | 
{ 


| Ih for curſing, ſwearing, lying and bliipheming the 
' & Holy Name of SOD. 
i 5+ Yea, fo ſetled and rooted was. I in theſe |} 
things, that they became as a ſecond N ture to | : 
I mc. ; the Which, as I allo have with ſoberncſs |} 
- *W conſidered fince; did fo offend the Lord, that f | 
© | cycn 
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MOM To tht Chief of Sinners, ; f ; --B 
eveh in my:childhood he did ſcare and affright' 


h 
S | me with featful dreams, and did terrific me with 
C._} dreadful 4 s, For often, after I had ſpent this 
» | and the offi day in ſin, I have 10 my bed been 
t | rcatly affllited, while alteep, with the appre» 

| ako of Devils and wicked Spirits, who ſtill, 
d þ 25 | thenthought, labourcd to draw me away with 
d f them; Of which I could neyer be rid. Alſo 1 
0 | ſhould at theſe Years be greatly afflited and 
0 | troubled with the thoughts of the fearful torments 
r |} of Hellfire ; ſtill fearing that it would Le my ot 
F | eo be found at laſt amongſt thoſe Devils and 
E | Helliſh Fiends, who are there hound down with 
k | the chains and bonds of Eternal darkneſs. 

| 6. Theſe things, I ſay, when Iwas but a child, 
e | about nine or ten years old did fo diſtreſs my 
;, | Soul, that when in the midſt of my-many ſports 
2 |} and childiſh vanities, amidſb my yain Compani- 
-, | ons, I was often much-caſt down and. afflicted in 
n | my mind therewith 3 yet could I not ct go my 
'. | fins: yea, I was ſo oyercome with deſpair of life, 
h | and heayen, that then I ſhoyld often wiſh either 
f, | that there had been no Hell, or that I had been 
,, | a Deyil; ſuppoſing they were onely tormentors 3 
s | thatifit muft needs be, 5 I indeed went thither, - 
h | I might be rather a tormentor, than be tormets» ! 
e | tcd myſelf. 


7. , A: while after, theſe terrible dreams did; 


e | leave me, which alſo I ſeon forgot ; for my'plea- 
o | ſures did quickly cut off the remembrance of þ a 


ſs | as if they had neyer been : wherefore with more 
it f greedineſ, acoording to the ſtrength of Nature, 
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£1. Gzace Abounding 
did {till let loofe the reins to my luſt, and delighted | 
in all tranſgreſfion againſt the Law of : fo 
that until I came to the ſtate of Marriage, I-was | 
the very ring-teader of- all the Youth rhat kept |- 
me company, in all manner of vice and ungodli- | 
—_—_ FM 
8. Yea fuch prevalency had the luſts and fruits 
of the fleſh, in this poor Soul of mice, that had 
not a miracle of precious Grace prevented, I had 
not only perifhed by the ſtroke of cternal Juſtice, 
but alfo laid my fclf open eyen to the ſtroke of | 
. thoſe Laws, which bring ſome to diſgrace and | 
open ſhame, before the face of the world. | 
9. In-thefe days the thoughts of Religion were 
very grieyous to me 3 1 could neither endure it 
my ſelf, nor that any other ſhould - ſo that when 
I have ſcen ſame read in thoſe Books that con- | 
{ cerned Chriſtian Picty, it would be av it were a 
Priſon to'me. Then T ſaid unto God, Depart from 
me, for T-defire nos the 'bnowledge of thy ways, Job. 
21. 2, it's. T-was now yoid of all good conſider- 
ation ; | Heaven and Hell were both out of ſight 
F: and mind ; and as for Saving and Damning, they þ 
+ were lcaſt in my thoughts, 0 Lora, thou knowejt | 
; my life, and my-ways were not hid from thee, . 
i 19. But this I well remember, -That though I 
'F > could my ſelf fin with the greateſt a_ and 
-\ eaſe; and alſo taken pleaſure in the vilencis of my 
-# ; companions 3 [yet cyen then, 1t I have at any time 
+ een wicked-things by thoſe who profeficd good- | 
WM {-nefs, it would make my ſpirit tremble, ' As once | 
+ above all the reſt, when I was in my height of | 
; | vanity, | 
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#5. 11. But God did not utterly leave me, but fol- 


to the Chief of Sinners. 5 
. Yanity, yet hearing one to ſwear, that was 
reckoned for a Religious man, it had fo great a 
firoke upon my ſpirit, that it wade ray heart ake, 


lowed me ſtill, not row with conviftions, but 
Judgements, yet ſuch as were mixt with mercy. 
For once I fell into a crick of the Sea, and hardly 
eſcaped drowning : another time [ fel] out of a 
Boat into Bedford River, but mercy yet preſeryed 
me alive : Befides,another time being 1n the field, 
with one of my Companions, it chanced that an 
| Adder paſſed over the High way, ſo F having a 
| Nick in mine hand, ſtruck her over the back, and 
having ſtounded her,l forced open her mouth with 
my ſtick,and' plucked her ſting out with may. fing- 
ers, by which a& had not God been mercifull to 
me, I might by my departures haye brought my 
ſelfto mine end. | | 
This alſo I have taken notice of with thankC- 

giving: When I was a Souldier, | with others were 
drawn out to go to ſuch a place to befiege it, but 
| when I was juit ready to go,: one of the company | 
* defired to go in my room, to whieir when I had. 

conſented he took my plice, and:coming to the 
ſiege, as he ſtood Sentinel, he was ſhot tuto the” 
head with a Musket bullet and died. -Y 
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Here, as I ſaid, were Judgemeats, and Mercy, 
but neither of them did awaken iny-ſoul to Righ-/ 
| tevuſacſs, wherefore I iinged ſtill, and grew more 

and more rebellious agziaſt God, and careleſs of5 
| MILYSE 0:4N Salvation. \- EIS SI b 
12, Freſently after this, I changed ay couditi- 
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BOS. --Gzace Abounding * 
-_. on-info a Married ſtate ; and my mercy was, to* 

*- lightupon a Wife whoſe Father was counted godly: 
Kt © This oman and I, though we came together as 


_ Sor. as poor might be, { not having ſo much hou- 
ſt? as 2 Diſh, or go betrvixt us both ) yet 
3 this ſhe had for her part, Tye Plain Mans Path-way 
of to Heaven, and Toe Pradlice of Piety, which her 

»Y t- Father had left her, when he died: In theſe two 
F * Books, I ſhould ſometimes read with her, whercin 
I alſo found ſome things that were ſomewhat plea- 
+ fing to me : ( butall this while I met with nocon- | 
vidtion. ) She alſo would be often telling of me 
'- What a godly man her Father was, and hozv he 
would reproye and corre& vice, both ia his houſe 
F and amongſt his neighbours ; what a ſtrict and 
_ holy life he lived in hisday,both in wordand deed. 
13, Wherefore theſe Books, with this Relation, 
t- though they did not reach my heart to awaken it 
about my {ad and ſinful ſtate, yet they did beget 

C7 within me ſome deſires to Religion : ſo that, be- 
'F- cauſc I knew no better, I fell in verie eagerlie 
5-4 with the Religion of the Times, to wit, to go to 
+ Church twice a day, and that too with the fore- 
8 Emoſt, and there ſhould verie devoutlic both ſay 
$ f-aud fiag as others did ; yet retaining my wicked 

WW Elife : buy withal, I was fe over-run with the ſpirit 
of ſuperſtition, that I adored, and that with great 
- £dcyotion, even all-things ( both the High-Place, 
"© Wcicſt, Glerk, Veſtme-ats, Service, and what elſe ) 
belonging to the Church ; counting all things ho- | 
ie that were therein-containcd ; and efpeciallie 
he Prieſt aad Clerk moſt happic, and _— 
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to the Chief-of Sinfters. - "WM 

doubt greatly bleſſed,becauſe they were the Sets; 
vants,asIthen thought,ofGod : and wereprineipil-: 
in the holie Temple, to do his work therein,” - 
14+ This conceit grew fo ſtrong. in hittle tide 
upon my ſpirit, that had Tbut ſeen a Prieſt (though :; 
never ſo ſordid and debauched in his life) I ſhou{d* 
| find my fpiric fall under him, reyerence him, and 3 
knit unto him; yea, I thought for the love I did# 
bear unto them, (ſuppoſing they were the Miniſters 3 
of God-) I could have lain down at their feet; ' 
| and have been trampled upon by them; their 
Name, their Garb, and ork, did fo _infoxicate ! 

and bewitch me. Be, £ = 
15. After Lhad beenthus for ſome confiderable 1 

_ time, another thought came in nry mind,” and that; | 
was, whether we were of the Iractizr or no ? for 
finding in the ——_— that they were once the. 
peculiar people of God; thought, if I were once: 
of this race, my Soul muſt needs be happie. Now! 
again I found within me a great longing to be re«: 
folved about this queſtion, but could ror'tell how 
2 | 7ſhould : at laſt, Tasked my Father of it, who 
. told me,No, we were net + wherefore then I fell ix 
y my ſpirit,as to the hopesof that,and ſoremajned? 
16, But all this while. [was notfenfible of thit 
danger and eyil of fin: I was kept from confide 
, ing that ſin would damn me, what Religion f0: 
? | ever 1 followed, unlcſs. { wai faund in Chriſt: nay; 
I never thought of him, . hor:whether there -wa 
» | one of no. Thus man, 3ue blind, . doth wandes 
but wearieth himfelf with vanity © for he knoweth. a 
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s--&' 8 | G1jace Abounding _. 
# -. 17. But one day (amongſt all the Sermons our 
Parſon made ) his ſubjz& was to treat of the Sab- | 
-- bath d:y, and of the evil of breaking that, either 
; with labour, ſports, or otherwiſe : { now 1 was 
F notwithſtanding ty Religion one that took much 
_ delight in.all manner of vic, and eſpecially that - 

+ was the day that I did ſolace my ſelf therewith. ) 
Mhereforc I fell in my conſcience under his Ser- ” 
mon, thinking and belieying that he made that 
Ser:10n on purpoſe to ſhew me my evil-doing 3 
and at that time 7f-it what guilt vas, though ne- 
. yer bcforc-, that I can reineraber3 but then T vas 
| for the preſent greatly lo.dea therewith, and ſo 
| went home when the Sermon was ended, with a 


$ a grcat burden on my ſpirit. 
| h 18, This for that inſtant did benum the finews 
'. | of my beſtdelights, and did imbitter my former 
L of gr Aa to mie 3 but behold, itlaſted not 3 for 
' af before I had well dined, the trouble began to go 
Fi y off.my mind, and my hearr rcturned to its old 
+ g courſc : but Oh! how glad was I, that this trouble 
WE-y was ganc from me, and that the fire was put out, 
IEF & that 7 migit fin again without controul ! Where- 
»o fore whemShid 1[itisfied nature with my food, 7 
2 ſhook the Sermon out of my mind, and to. my old 
44cuſtoin of ſports and gaming, / returned with 
yercat dclight. ; 
*, 19, But the ſame day as I was 1a the midſt of 
game at Ct, and having ſtruck it one blow from 
e hole; juſt as was about to ſtrike it the ſecond 
FB Sifioc, a voice did ſuddenly dart from Heaven into 
=  &y ſou], which faid, Wilt thou leaue thy ſins, and 


” Lag i-=x3.- Ma —_ 


» m 


£ 


to the Chief of Simers. _ 
s Our .go fo Heaven ? or have thy fins and go to Hell? AQ 7 
Sab- this 7 was put to an exceeding maze; wherefare 
ither leaying my Cat upon the ground, 7 looked up to -* 
' was Heaven, and was as if I had with the eyes of my 
much underſtanding, ſeen the Lord Jeſus looking down 1 
that - upon me, as being very hotly diſpleaſed with me, 
h.) andas ifhe did ſeverely threaten me with ſome "| 
Ser- © grievous puniſhment for theſe, and other my uns | 
that godly praQices. | '$ 
Ng 3 20, 1 had no foaner conceived tn my mind; buk - 
ne- ſuddenly this Concluſion was faftned - on my ſpi- * 
v.as Tit, (for the former hint did ſet wy 115 agam' be- * 
iſo fore my tace.) That Thad been a great and grievous | 
ha ' Sinner, and that it was now too late ſor-me to loo | 
: after Heaven, For Chrift would not forgive me, nor Þ 
vs pardon my tranſgreſſims. Thenl fell to muſing upon- 
1er _ thisalſo; and while 7 was thinking on it, and? 
for * fearing leſt it ſhould be ſo, Ifelt my heart ſink im; 
g0 deſpair,concluding it was too late 3 and therefore, 
ld _ Treſolyed in my mind, would go on in fin; fary þ 
le thought 7, if the caſe be thus, my ſtate is f;rely? 
It, + miſerable; miſerable, if Tleaye my ſins-- .ad but? 
c- i miſerable, if I follow them. I can but !; damnedy} 
7 + andifit muſt be fo, I had as gaadbe damned far: 
'd } many ſins, as be damned for few.” | J 
h { 21+. Thus I ſtogd ig the midſt of my play, bes 
/ fore all that then were preſent butveet tali 
f , them nothing : but, I ſay, I having made thi 
a | concluſion, I returned deſperatly to6.wy. ſporty 
i pain z and I well remember, that Gently + 
' kind of diſpair did ſo potſe(s my Soul, that I wa 
perſwaded I cauld > attalſfs Qt comfon 
- 14 
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10 Grace Abounding 
than what I ſhould gct in fin ; for Heayen was 
- Fone already, ſo that on that I muft not think : 
' Wherefore I:found within me a great delire to 
take my fill of fin, ſtill ſtudying what fin was yet 
to be committed, that I might taſte the ſweetneſs 
of it : and I made as much haſte as I could to fill 
my belly with its delicats, left I ſhould die before 
T had my defire ; for that I feared greatly. In 
| theſe things 7 proteſt befere God, T lye mt, neither 
do I fcign this form of ſpecch : theſe were really, 
0 ficongly, and with all my heart, my deſires; he 
© "8 £00d Lord, whoſe mercy ts unſearchable, forgive me 
Wl 71 tranſereſions, . 
\ . 22. (AndI am yery confident that this temp« 
| tation of the Devil, is more uſual amongſt poor 
creatures than many are aware of, evca to oyer- 
{run the ſpirits with a ſcurffy and ſcared frame of 
| heart,and benurvming of conſcience: which frame, 
ay he ſtilly and i1i!y ſupplicth with ſuch deſpair,that 
#4 thougit not much guilt atteadeth the Soul, yet they 
g continually have a fecret concluſion within them, 
F that there is no hopes for them 3 for they have 
Wh foved fins, Jer. 2, 25. & 18. 12. ) : 
| - 23» Now therefore I went on in fin with great 


& de ſo ſatished with it as I would - this did contigue 
& with me about a moneth or more. But one day as 
a KEE-was ſtanding at a Neighbours ſhap-windew, and 
Fggthere curfing and ſwearing, and playing the Mad- 
F Aman after my wonted manner, there fat wityin the 
© BEWoman of the houſe, and heard me, who though 
wc was 2 very looſe and ungodly Wretch., yet 
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greedinefs of find, {till grudging. thatI could not. * 
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to the Chief of Sinners. « FE=2 
proteſted that I ſore and curſed at that moſt fears"? 
ful rate, that ſhe was made to tremble to hear meKY 
And told me further, That I was the un:od!ieft Fel-' © 
low for ſwearinz, that ever ſhe heard in a/l her life : 4 
and that I by thus doin, was able to ſpoil all the' 
youth in the whole Town, if they came but in my company. 
24. At this reproof I ws filenced, and put to” - 
ſecret ſhame ; and that too, as I thought, before : 
the God of Heaven : Wherefore while I ſtood 
there, and hanging down my head, I withed with 
all my heart that I might be a little Child again, 
that my F.ther might learn me to ſpeak withour - ; 
this wicked way of{wearing : for thought I, I am- 3 
ſo accuſtomed to it, that it is but in vain for me 
to think of a reformation, for I thought it could } 
never be. *.. 
25. But how it came to paſs I know not, I did 
| i from this time forward ſo leave my ſwearing, that: | 
; It wasa great wo:der tomy ſclfto obſerye it 3 and } 
| | whercas before I knew not how to ſp2ak unleſs I, 
'-put an Oath before, and another behind, to:make 
my wards have authority,now I could ſpeak better, | 
' and with more pteaſantneſs thin cyer I could be- 
{ fore : all this while Ekneiv not Jefus Chriſt, nei- 
'f i; ther did Tleave my ſports and play. | "4 
1 26.. But quickly after this, I fell in companie 
/ with oneporman that made profeſſion of religiong 


A. ADS. i A. ce IIA. A... 4 ”- 


— UG ct a I gy a II AI, 


"I W "O08... OI lt Wo. OE. OS. 


who, as I then thought, did talk pleaſahtly-0 th 

Scriptures, and of the matters of Religiqn': wheres 
fore falling into ſome love and liking to: what he 
Gid, 1:betoke me to my Bible, and began totak 
great pleaſure igreading, but eſpecially with thi 
54s | | 11\toric; 
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5 20 G)ace Abounding | 
F- Hiſtorical part thereof : for as for Pauls Epiſtles, 
& and Scriptures of that nature , I could not away 
> with them, being as yet but ignorant either of the - 
corruptiens of my nature, or the want and werth 
of Jefus Chriſt to 1ave me. - 

27. Wherefore I fell to ſorhe outward Refor- 
# mation, both in my words and life and did ſet the 
& Commandments before me for my way to Heaven; 
& which Commandments I alſo did ſtrive to keep 3 
& and as I thought did keep them pretty well ſome- 
| times, and then I ſhould haye comfort ; yet now 
| and then ſhould break onc, and ſo affli my con- 
ſcience 3 but then I ſhould repent, and ſay I was 
; forry for it, and promiſe God to do better next 
| tame, and there get help again. 

* 28, ThusI continued about a year, all which 
E time our Neighbours did take me to be a very 
| godly man, a new and religious man, and did 

” marvel much to ſee ſucha great and famous alter- 
Bs: ation in my life and manners ; and indeed fo it 
| was, though yet knew not Chriſt, nor Grace, nor 
© Faith, nor Hope 3 and truly as I have well ſeen 
I ſince, had I then dicd, my ſtate had been moſt 
* - BEfearful - well, this I ſay, eontinucd about a tiwelve 
month, or more. 

.- 29: Now you muſt know, that before this Thad 
taken much delight in ringing, but my Couſcience 
beginnipvg to be tender : I thought that ſuch a 
practice was but vain, and therefore forced my (elf 
to leaye it, yet my mind hanckered, wherefore I 
hould go to the Ticeple houſe and look on : But h 
bgught this did nat become Religion neither, 

| | yet. 
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To th? chief of Sinners. Y | 
yet I forced my ſelf and would look on ſtill ; bY 
quickly after, I began to think how if one of the-* 
Bells ſhould fall ; then I chooſe to ſt.:nd under a * 
main Beam” that lay over th-vart the Steeple 
from fide to fide, thinking there I might ſtand 
ſure : But then I ſhould think 2g1in, ſhould the 
B-1I fall with a ſwing, it might frtt hit the Wall, 
and then redounding vpon me, might kiil me for 
all this Beam 3 this made me ftand 1n the ſteeple 
door, and now thought 7, I am ſafe enough, for - 
1f + Bell ſhauld rhea fall, Ican flip out behind 
theſe thick Walls, and fo be preſerycd not,vith- 
ſlauding : So after this, I would yet go to ſce Þ$ 
them ring, but would not go n» further than tlie- | 
Steeple door, but ticn it came into my head, how 3 
if the Steeple it ſelf ſhould fl! and this thought, #4 
(i may f.1 for ought I kaow ) would, when T | 
ood and looked on, contiuually ſo ſhake my mind. 
that I durſt not ſtand at the Stceple door any Þ 
lenger, but was forcedto fly for fear 1t ould tall 7 
upon mige head, '# 
Another thing was my dancing, I was a full | 
year before I could quite leave it : But all this : 
while when I thought I kept this or that Comes } 
mandment, or did by word or deed any thing 
taat I thought were good, I had great . peace 1n 
my Conſcience, and thould think with wy elf , 
God cannot chuſe but be now pleaſed with me, 
yea to relite it in my own Way, I thougit no! 
man in Eng/and could pleaſe God. better then 1.} 
But poor Wreteh as I was, I was all this while: 
ighoraat of Jeſus Chriſt, and going about to _ 
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@bliſh-mige own TE had periſhed there- 
"38 20, had-not God in mercy ſhewed me more of my | 

W- ſtate by nature. | I 
E . 29. But-upon a day, .the good Providence of 
E God did caſt Mc to Bedford, to work on my Cal- 
ling ; and in one of the ſtreets of that Town, I 
EZ came where there were three or four poor women 
 fitting- at a. door in the Sun, talking about the 
| things of God ; and being now willing to hear 
ther: diſcourſe, drew near to hear what they ſaid, 
for 1 was now a brisk Talker alſo my felf in the 
'Natters of Religion : but I may ſay, 1 heard,but I 
aderfloed not, for they were far aboye out of m 
IRE. reach, their talk was about a new birth, the wor 

_ of God on their hearts, alſo how they were con- 
1 © vinced of their Miſcrable cſtite by nature : they 
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talked how God had yifited their Souls with his 
loyc in the Lord Jeſus, and with what words and 
; pronuſcs they had been refreſhed, comforted, and 
4 ed againſt the temptations of the Devil ; 
Moreover, they.reafoned of the ſuggeſtions and 
temptations of Satan in particular, and told to 
each other, by which they had been afflicted, and &F: 
how they were born up under his aſſaults : they Þþ if 
[alſo diſcourſed of their own wretchednefs of heart, +- F*;) 
of their unbelicf, and did contemn, {light and ab- - 7 
thor their own righteouſneſs, as filthy and inſuffi- ti 
ient to do them any good. , | 
30, And me thought they ſpake as if Joy did 
ake them ſpeak : they ſpake with ſuch pleaſant- 
efs of Scripturc-language, and with ſuch appear-- 
ce of Grace in all they ſaid, that they were to. 
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to the chitfof Sinners. - * + AS Re ES 
me as if they had found a new World, as.ifthey* 
'þ were People that dwelt alone, and were not to b> res. © 
| honed among their Neighbours, Num, 23.9. © 
'F 30, Atthis I felt my own heart begintoſhake33 
4 and miſtruſt my condition to be naught : for Fſaw®?! 
Þ that in all my thoughts about Religion and Salva +: 
| tion, the - New birth did never entcr -tnto -my = 
$ Mind, neither knew 1 the comfort of the Wo 
| and Promiſe, nor the deceitfulneſs and treachery _ -- 
4 of my own wicked heart. As for ſecret _theu; 
if I took no notice ofthem, neither did I underſtan 
what Satans temptations were, nor how they were - 
[f-to be withſtood and reſiſted. gc. | $ 
BJ 31. Thus therefore when I had heard and con- * 
Mi fidered what they aid, I left them and went a- 
f bout my employment again : but their talk and 
| 


diſcourſe went with ime, alfo my heart would tar- 
8 ry with them, for 1 was greatly affe&ted wil _: 
M4 their words, both becauſe by them 1 was conyin- 
1 ced that I wanted the truc tokens ofa tfuly godly 4 
f man, and alfo becauſe by them 1 was convinced - 
of the happy and bleſſed - condition of hun that 
- wasſuoch am one. | MT 
}} 32. Therefore I ſhould often make it my'bu- 
.\\fineſs to be ging again and again into the cott- 
' [-/pany of theſe poor people 3 tor I ceutd'not ftay- 
' Away; and the more I went amongit them, the 4 
_ inore I did queſtion my condition ; and as 11til) : 
Mo remember, preſently I found twe things within: 
[ec, at which I Uid ſometimes marvel; ( eſpeci-: 
' plly oonfidering what 2 blind, ignorant, ſordid, 
f andungodly Wretch but juſt beforo 1 was 2) the; 
F : | 5 one; 
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£8-* one. was.a very great ſoftneſs and tenderneſs of 
EFF hcart, which caufed me to fall under the oon-. 
Ez viftion of what by Scripture they afferted ; and 
' the other was, a great bending 1n my mind to a 


33- By theſe things, my mind was now ſo 
* furned, that it lay like a Horſe-leach at the Vein, 
fill crying out, G7ve,g27te, Prov. 3o. 15, Yea, it 
was fofixed onEternity, and on the things about 
the Kingdom of Heaven, ( thatis fo fur as / knew, 
thoughas yet, Ged knows I kneny but little ) that 
-- - neither pleaſures, nor profits, nor perſwaſions, 
rf mor threats, could looſe it, or make it let go its 
held ; and, though I1 may ſpeak it with ſhame, 
.s Yct tis in very deed a certain truth, 1t would 
- then have been as ditficult for me to have taken 
* Imy*mind from Heaven to Earth, as I have found 
+ itoften ſinceto get it again frem Earth to heaven. 
+: - 34. One thing I ray not omit, there was a 
a young Man in our Town, to whom my heart be- 
fore wasknit morethan toany other, but he being 
a moſt wicked ercature for curſing and ſwearing, 
+ and whoring, lſhook him off and torſook his con.- 
174 Pany ; but about a guarter of a year after I had 
4. 1cft him, 1 met hun ina certam Lane, and asked 
bs him how he did, he after his old fivearing and 
1 mad Way,anſwered, he was well. But Harry,ſaid 
© 39 


' I, why do you ſwear and curſe thus 2 What ill 
become of you if you dic 1n this Condition ? He 
fs { anſwered me in a great chaſe, What would. the 
# Devil do for company if ut were not for ſuch as I ap, 


E: continual. meditating on them, and an all other 
| good things which at any time 7 heard or rcad of. 


E 


ft © $00 Pt. (Go > A. ne OR: i Ot. es eh. 


- 


- 


35+ About | 


ended Oe un TEN IIS 


Oey 


"" 


Pos ft Pads Ow Frvuv MfNYryv WW: TEAM AHA 


41a % © 


- 


- 


{Books that were put forth by ſome of eur Countr 
Iſcveral old Profcilors : ſome of theſe I read, but ? 
{was not able to make a Judgement about them :* 


: 1 zhercefore as I road in them, and thought upon, - 
{thern, { fecling my ſelf unable to judge ) ſhould *' 


ith Errour 3 Lord leave me not to my own blindneſs, 


{rhat 7 ſpoke of before, but about this time healſo 


to the chief of Sinners. — © 
35. About this time, I met with foms Rante 


men, which Books were alſo highly in eſteem by? 


betake my ſelf to hearty prayer in this manner z 
0 Lord, I am a f11lg and not able to know the Truth 


ither to approve off, or condemn this Dottrine 3, if it © 
be of God, let me not deſpiſe it, if it be of the Devil, 
It .me not embrace it, Lord, I lay my Soul in this * 
Aatter, only at thy foot, let me not be decerved, Thum- 
bly beſeech thee. 1Ihad one religious intimate Com- 
panion all this while, and that was the poor Nan 


turned a moft deviliſh Rawter, and gave himſelf 
up to all manner, of filthineſs, cſpccially ungslean- : 
ncſs'; he would alſo deny that there was a Gad, 
Angel, or Spirit, and would laugh as all exhorta-: 
tions toſobriety ; when I labourad to:rebuke his 
prickedneſs, he would luugh the more, and pretend 
that, he hid gone through all R<ligions, aud 

ould never light on the right till now, he told 

ne alſo that 1n iittle time I thould fee all Profel- 
gſors turn to the ways of the Ranters; Wherefore ' 
Fabominating thoſe curſed principles, T [cft his 
{company forthivith, and became to him as great 
qa ſtranger asI had been before a familiar. Nei- 
Ither was $116 Man onely a temptation to me, but 
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calling lying in the countrey, I happened to | 


ght into ſeyeral peoples company : who though 


j 
N 


Is. 


MNrict in Religion formerly, yet was alſo ſwept a- ba 
way by theſe Ranters. Theſe would alſo talk with Feh 


' me of their ways, and condemn me as legal and 
dark, pretending that they only had attained to fg... 

fe&tion, that could do what they would and IF... 
- Not ſin. O theſe temptations were ſuitable to my |? 


1m: 
* fleſh, [ being bu: a young Man, and my nature in I 
its prime, but God who had as 7 hope deſigned |. 
"Me for better things, kept Me in the fear of his i 
Name, and did not ſuffer Me to accept of ſuch'# 
.. curſed Principles. And bleſſed be God who put it #,,: 
+ 1m my heart tocry to him to be kept and dire&ed, F,.. 
| fill diſtruſting mine own Wiſdem,for I have ſince j*;. 
ſcen even the cffe& of that prayer in his preſer- }- 
- vingme, got only from Ranting Errors, bur from : * 
. thoſe alſo that have ſpruag up ſince. The Bible |* 
-was precious to me 1n thoſe days. + Fr 
©, 36, And new, me thought, I begin to.look & 
| Into the Bible with new eyes, andread as I never 
' did before; and eſpecially the. Epiſtles of the A- 7 3 
 poſtle S. Paul were ſweet and gealant toMe; and f;.1- 
indeed, I was then never out of the Bible, either jig, 
by reading or meditation, ftill erying out to God, ny. 
that I might know the truth, and way to Heaven j.,q 
and Glory. - poſi! 
37. Andas I went on and read, I lighted onF,..: 
that paſſage, 79 one is given by the Spirit the Word 1 6. 
of Wildom, to amther the Word of Knowledge by the Imy , 
fame Spirit, and-to another Faith, &c, 1 Cor. 12.1,,, 
ad though, as I have. fince--ſeen, that by thisfr,,.. « 
——_ ye | Scripture ge « 


f to the chief of Sinners. 19" + 
WIScripture the Holy Ghoſt intends,in ſpecial,things - 
Ecxtraordinary, yet'on me it then did faſten with 1 
Fconyition, that I did want things ordinary,even 
[that underſtanding and wiſdom that other Chriſti- ( 
Bans had. On this Wor& I muſed, and could not 
tell what to do, eſpecially this word [_ Faith] put 
Eme to it, for I could not help it, but ſometimes 


#0, thought I, then | ſhall count my ſelf a very 
BFCaſt-away indeed. 7 
* 38. No, fſaidT with my ſelf, though I am con- 
#yinced that I am an ignorant Sot, and that I want 
®thoſe bleffed Gifts of Knowledge and Underftand- 
*ing that other good people haye, yet ata venture 
{1 will conclude, lam not altogether faithleſs,though 
IT knoiv not what faith 1s. For it was ſhewed me, 
| and that too (as I have lince ſeen) by Satan, that 
ithoſe who conclude themſelvesin a faithlefs ſtate, þ 
Ehave neither reſt nor quiet in their ſouls; -and I F 
was loth to fall quite into deſpair. 
4 39. Wherefore by this ſuggeſtion, I was for a 
avhile made afraid to ſee my want of Faith ; but 
 $God would not ſuifer me thus to undo and deſtroy 
 Fimy Soul, but did continually againſt this my blind 
 Eandſad concluſion, create ſtill within: mefſuctt; ſup- 
poſitions, tnſomuch that I could. not reſt eantent, | 
| Funtil I did gow come to ſome certain knowletige } 
whether [ had Faith or no 3 this always runingin 4 
"IYmy mind ;* But how if you want Faith indeed? But 
$ 
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aw can you tell you have Fairh ? And\befides; I | 
C1 for certain-if I had it not, I was ſure ta.periſh | 
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5 20 G:ace Abounding . 
' . 40. So that though I endeayoured at the firſt} 
to look over the buſineſs of Faith, yet in a little 
time, 7 better conſidering the matter, was will-| - 
1ng to put my ſelf upon the tryal, whether I had 
Faithor no, But alis, p20Tr wretch ! fo ignorantÞ"* 
an1 brotiſh was 7, that 1 knew to this day no more 
how to do it, than 1 know how to begin and ac- 
complith thzt rere and curious piece of Arf,which 
FE acver yet faw or conſidered. 

- 41. Wherefore while I was thus confidering, 
and being put tony plunge about it (for you muit 
kno:y that as yet I had 1n this matter broken my 
mind to noman, only did hezr and conſider) the 
Temper came in witi: this deluſion, That there 
was no way for me to kneiv Thad Faith, but by 
trying to work ſome miracle, urgins thoſe Scrip- 
tures that ſeem to look that wiy, for the inforc- 
tng and ſtrengthening his Temptation. Nay, one 

» day as I was betivixt E/it>y and Bey-f5rd,. the 
temptation was hot upon Me to tey if I had Faith ; 
| by doing fome- Miracle ; which Miracle at that 
time was this, ] muſt ſay to the Puddles that were, 
in the Horſe-pads, Be dy; and to the dry places, * 
Be you the Puddles 5 and truly one time TI was a, 
going to ſay fo indeed, but juſt as T was about to; 
| ſpeak, this thought came into my mind, But 20; 
under yonder Hed :;e, and pray firft, that GOD would 
make you able: But whenl h:d concluded to-pray, | 
this came het upon Me, That if I prayed, and | 
came zgainand tried todo it,and yet did nothing | 
notwithſtanding, then be ſure I had no Faith,but | 
as a Caſt-away, and loſt : Nay, thought F, ifit 
24 : be 
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. thought if they only had Faith which could do 


. betwixt the Devil and my own ignorance, and ſo 
. perplexed, eſp-cially at ſome times, that I could 


; to the Chie? of Sinners; _ 27: | 
be fo, I will never try yet, but will ſtay a little-' 
longer. | 

42. So I continued ata great loſs : for I - 


ſuch wonderful things. then I concluded that for 
the preſent 7 neither had it, nor yet for time ta 
come were ever like to have it, Thus I wastoffed 


not tel] what to do. - 
43. About this time, the ſtate and happineſs of: - 
theſe poor people at Bedford, wasthus in a kind: 
of a Viiion preſcnted to me : I ſaw as if they were _ 
ſet onthe Sunny ſide of tome high Mountain,there. 
refreſhing themſclves with the pleaſant beams of 
the Sun, while I was ſhivering and ſhrinking 1m. 
the cold; afflicted with Froſt, Snow, and dark 
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. Quite heat ont by ſtriving to get in + at laſtwith 


FM 


greet ſtriving, me thought 7 at firſt did get 1n my 
head,and after that by a fideling ſtriving, r my ſhoul- 


{ ders, and my whole body ; then was I exceeding 


glad,and went and ſat down in the midſt of them, 
2nd ſo wss comforted with the light and heat of 


their Sun. 


4:- Now this Mountain and Wall, WAS 


thns inade out to me z The Aon Fakes 
the Church ef the Living God; the Sun that ſhone 
thereon, the comfortable ſhining of his mercifull 
Face on them F were therein: the Wall I thought 
was the Word that did make ſeparation between 
the Chriſtians and the World : and the Gap which 
was 18 this W all. 1 thought was Jeſus Chrift, who 
1s the Way to God the Father, Fob 14. 6. Mat. 
7. 14. But for as much as the Paſſage was won- 
derful narrow, even ſo narrow, that I could not 
but v.ith great difficulty,enter in thereat; it ſhew- 
ed Ne, 'th:t none could enter into life but thoſe 
that were in down-right earneſt, and unleſs alſo 
Fs ict tins wicked World bchind them ; for 
| herz 3:25 only room for Body and Soul, but not 
; for Eody and-Soul, and Sin, 

45. lo rciemblance abode upon my Spirit 
many days, all which time I ſaw my ſelf in a for- 
lorn & ray £01 ndit!0n, but yet was provocked to a 
vehen.ent ' hunger, and dcfire to be one of that 
nunber that did (it in the Sun ſhine - now'alſo I. 
ftould pray where ever I was, whether at home 
Or abroad,in houſe cr ficld, and ſhould alſo often 


with lifting up of heart, ſing that of the fifty firſk 


Plalm, 
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fortable perſwaſion that Thad Faith in Chriſt 3 but 
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' to find the way to-Heaven and Glory, and though, 
ſtion did ſo offend and diſcourage me, that I was, 


of my body alſo had been taken away by the force 


how then ? 
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to the Chizf of Sinners. 23: Y 
Pſalm, O Ld, confider my diſtreſs : for as yet I 
knew not where I was. EL 

47. Neither as yet could I attain to any com: 


inſtead of having ſatisfa&ion, here I began to 
find my Son! to be aſſaulted with freſh doubts a>. | 
bout my fature happineſs, eſpecially with ſuch as . 
theſe, Whether 1 was elefed; but haw if the Day 
Grace ſhould now be paſt and gon? ? 
48. By theſe two temptations Twas very much 
aflited and diſquicted ; ſometimes by one, and 
ſometimes by the other of them.4nd firſt,to ſpeak 
of that about my gueſtioning my ele@ton ;. 7 
found, at this time, that though I was in a flame 


nothing could beat me off from this, yet this que- 
eſpecially at ſome times, as if the very ſtrength 


and power thereot. This Scripture alſo did ſeem 
to Me to trample uponall my defires, 7: 7s neither: 
in him that willeth, nor in him that runneth, but in 
God that (haweth mercy, Rom. 9. | 

43. With this Scripture I could notstell what: 
to do, for Tcvidently ſaw, unl ſs that the'Great 
God of his infinite Grice and Bounty, hid-yolun- 
tarily choſen Me to be a Veſlcl of Mercy, though 
I ſhould deſire, and long, and labour uatri{ my '} 
heart-did break, no Sow could come-of it.There-.} 
fore this would ſtill itick with Me, How can you [ 
tell you are elecd ? And what if youſhould not, 
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24 G:ace abounding | | . 
- 80. O Lord, thought 7, what 1f 7 ſhould no& & 
indeed? it may be youare not, ſaid the Temper: | 
vt may be ſo indeed, thought 7. Why then ſaid” i 
1 Satan, you had as good leaye off, and ſtrive no | 
3} farther ;. for if indeed you ſhould not be clefted | 
'T and choſen of God, there is no talk of your being 
3 faved : For tt is neither in h1m that willeth, nor in 
| + him that runneth, but in God that (heweth mercy. 
' 51, By thee things 7 was driven to my wits 
| | end, not knowing what to ſiy, or hoiv to anfwer {| 
; theſe temptations, ( indeed T little thought that } 
"Xt Sian had thus aiſaulted me,-but that rather it was. 
WF my own prudence thus to ſtart the queſtion ) for 
2cS | that the Elect onely attained eternal life, that I 
"8 | without ſcrupic did heartily cloſe withal: but that 
wy ſelf wzs one of them, there lay the queſtion.. 
52. Thus therefore for ſeveral days I was great= */ 
ly atfaulted and perplexed, and was often, when 
I have been walking, ready to fink where I went, 
with faintneſs 1n my mind - but one day, after I 
PF | had been fo many weeks oppreſſed and. caſt down 
: therewith, as I was now quite giving up the Ghoſt 
| | of all my hopes of ever attaining life, that ſen- 
| tence fell with weiglit upon my Spirit, Loob at the : 
| Generations of old, and ſee, did ever any tru$t in God, | 
| and were confounded ? | 
_ $3. Af. which I was greatly ,lightned, and en- | 
Fen. | couraged in my. Soul, for thusat that very inſtant 
32 {it was expounded to me : Begin at the beginning | 
| ry 4of Genelis,. and read to the end of the Revelation, ; | | 
- Jand ſee if you can find that there was any that ever | © 
| truſted in the Lord, and was confounded, So coming. + 
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home, | 


oy F A 


Tt & home, 7 preſently went to my Bible to ſee if 


e } 
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| could find that ſaying, not doubting but to find 

i it preſently, for it was fo freſh, and with ſuch 

| ſtrength and comfort on my Spirit, that I was as if 
it talked with me. 

54. Well, I looked, but I found it not, onely 
it abode upon me : then I did ask firit this good 
Man, and then another if they knew where 1t vas; 
| but they knew mn ſuch place : at this I wondered 
[that ſuch a ſextence ſhould fo ſuddenly and with 
| fuch comfort and ſtrength ſeize and abide upor 
my Heart; and y=t that none could find it, C for 
'E doubted not but it w.s in Holy Scripture. ) 
ena} bow.” 4 Year”: 14 
'- es. Thus [continued cbove a year, and could 
' not find the pl.cec, but at Lift caſting mine eye in- 
to the 459:rvpha Books, Ifound it 11 Zccleſt.utions, 
' Ecclef. 2. 10. This at the firſt did ſomewhat daunt 

Me, but becauſe by this time T hal gat more ex- 
p-rience of the love and kindn-ſs of God, it 
troubled me the leſs : eſpecially when I confide- 
red, that though it was not 1n thoſe Texts that 
we c.11 Holy and Cinonical, yet for as much as 
this ſ-ntence was the ſym and ſubſtince of many 7 
of the Promiſes, 1t was m» duty to take the con = 
fort of it, and [ bleſs God for that Word, for it 
was of God to me: that Word doth ſtill at times þ 
ſhine before my-face, | | | 

55, After this, that other doubtdid came with- | 
ſtrength upon me, But how if the day of Grace hnld. } 
be paſt and zone? how if yow have overſtood the. 
time of Mercy ? Now I rememberthat one dayas'fj 
I was walking into the Countrey,l was much in Þ | 

| : thoughts: 


\, 
L 


25 _ Gzace abounding ; 
thoughts of this, bur how if rhe day of Grace be paſt ? 
And to aggravate my troubl-, the Tempter pre 


fented to my Mind thoſe good People of Bedford, | 


and ſuggeſted thus unto me, that theſe being con- 
yertcd already they were all that God would ſave' 


1m thoſe parts, and thar Icame too late, for theſe? 


hid got the Bleſsing before I came. 
. $7. Now was I in great diſtreſs, thinking in' 
very deed that this might be well ſo : wherefore 


( 
- 


( 


I went up and dorvn bemoaning my {2d conditioa, {{ 


counting my felf fir worſe than a thouſand fools, 
for ſtanding oft thus long, and ſpendiog-ſo many | 


years In fin as I have doue : ſtill crying out ! Oh i! 
that I had turned fooncr! Oh that I hid turned |T 


ſeven years ago : It made Me alſo angry with my | 


ſelf, to think that I ſhould have no more wit but | 5 


to trifſe away my time till my Soul and Heaven ; ( 


vere | oft. 


' 58, But when Thad beenlong vexed with this | 


#-ar, and was ſcarce able to takes one ſtep more, 
| Juſt about the Lame place where 7 received my 0- 
' ther encouragement, theſe words broke in upon 


; may be plled, and yet there 1s ron, Luke 14. 22, 23, 
' Theſe words, but cipecially them, And yet there 7s 
room, were ſweet words to Me; for truly I thought 


my mind, Compel them to come tn, that my Houſe ' 


a that by them [ fa y there was place enough in 


| Haven for Mc; and inorcover, when 5 Lord Jc- 
ſus did ſpeak theſe words, he then did think of 


 HiltMe, & thathe knowing the tume would come that | 
tqſhould be afflicted w tear,that there was no place 

-Jaleft for Me in iis Boſow, did bcfore ſpeak this + 
{1 Word, 
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To th? chief of Sinners. | 27 
word, and ledyc it upon Record, that I might 
prefiad help thereby agzinſt this vile temptation, 
ford [his I then verily believed. 7 
con. 59. In the light and encouragement of this 
ſaveWord, 1 went a pretty while, and the comfort 
heſewas the more, when I thought that the Lord Je- 

ſus ſhould think on Me fo long ago, and that he 

in ſhould ſpeak them words on purpoſe for my ſake, 
fore for I did then think yerily. that he did on purpoſe 
ion, ſpcak them to encourage me withal. : b: 
ols, But I was not without my temptations to go 
any back again 3 temptations, I {ay, both from Satan, 
Oh imine own heart, and carnal acquaintance 3 but I 
1ed [thank God, theſe were ___ by that ſound. 
my | ſenſe of death,and of theday of Judgement which 
dut | abode, as it were continually inmy yiew.T ſhould 
cn ; often alſo think on Nebuchadnezzar, of whom it is 

' aid, He had givenhim all the Kingdoms of the Earth, 

his | Dan. 5. 18, 19. Yet thought I, 1t this great Man 
re, | had all his portion in this World, one hour in Hell 
o- | Fire would make him forget all. Which confide- 
on ration was a great help to me, 
iſe | $60. -I was alſo made about thistime toſeeſome- 
3, | thing conceraing the Beaſts that Myſes counted 
7s | clean and unclean. I thought thoſe Beaſts were 
it | types of men; the clean types of them that were | 
n | the People of God : but the unclean types of ſuch 
e- | as were the children of the wicked one. Now [ 
Jt | read, that the clean Beaſts chewed the Cud ; that 
I] | is, thought I they ſhew us we muſt feed upon the | 
'e 


word of God: they alſo parted the Hoof,I thought ji 


is . that ſignified, we muſt part, if we would be ſaved, { 
, | with ; 


| 23 .Grace Abounding 
. with the ways of ungodly Men, And alſo, in fur; 
ther reading about them, I found, that though] . 
we did chew the cud as the Hare 3 yet if we wal- 
ked with claws like a Dog, or if we did not part| | 
the Hoof like the Swine 3 yet if we did not chey| | 
the Cud as the Sheep, we were ſtil for all that but! 
unclean : for 7 thought the Hare to be a type of| 
” thoſe that talk of the Word, yet walk in ways of: 
| H4in; and the Swine like him that parteth with his 
outward Pollutions, but ſtill wanteth the Word of 
Faith, without which there could be no way of 
Salvation, let a Man be neyer ſo deyout, Dear. 
I4s f 
+ 61. Aﬀter this, I found by reading of the, 
+ { Word, that thoſe that muſt be glorified with 
Is} | Chriſt in another World, Mult be called by hin here, 
*J | Called to the partaking of a ſhare 1n his Word, 
£} | and Rightcouſneſs, and ta the comforts and firſt 
fruits of his Spirit, and toa peculiar intereſt in all) 
thoſe Heavenly things, which do indeed forcfith 
the Soul for that reft and Houſe of Glory, which] 
15 1n Heayen above, 
 - 62, Here againT was at avery great ſtand, not /- 
knowing what to do, fearing I was not called, for, 
1 thought I, 1t I be not called, what then can dy 
; & me good ? None but thofe who arc effectually cal- 
4 led, inherit the Kingdom of Heaven. But ol how 
 T now loved thoſe Words that ſpake ofa Chriſtians 
| Calling! as whesm the Lord ſaid to one, Follow me, 
| and to another, Come after me; and oh, thought 7, 
that he would ſay ta me too! how gladly would 
Trun after him. | 


OT ITT 


63. I 


| to the chief of Sinners, . .29-, 3 
furs. 63. I cannot now expreſs with vhat longings . | 
ugh] :2d breathings in my Soul, I eryed to Chriſt to 
Wall to call me. Thus I continued for a time all on a 
Part| qime to be converted to Jeſus Chriſt, and did al- 
hew|  ſce at that day ſuch glery in a conver ted ſtate, 
but] that C could not be contented without 2 ſhare 
e of| therein. Gold Icould it have been gotten for gold, 
s of! what could I have given forit! had I hada whole 
| his World, it had all gone ten thouſand times over, 
d of. for this, that my Soul might have been 1n a con- 
y of yerted ſtate. 6 
eat, | 64, How loyely now was every one 1n mine 
; eyes, that I thought to be converted Men and » 
the, Women ? they ſhone, they walked like a people - | 
1th} that carried the broad ſeal of Heayenabout them, 
cre} Oh, I ſaw the lot was fallen to them in pleaſant 
rd, places, and they had a goodly Hicritage, Pſal. 16. 
1cſt{ But that which made me fick, was that of Chriſt, 
all! in Mark, He went up into a Mountain, and called to 
_ him whom he would, and they came unto him, Mark 
Cl} 2. I2. | 
| ; 6 : This Scripture made me faint and tear, yet 
not /- yet it kindled fire in my Soul. That which made 
for, Me fear, was this, left Chriſt ſhould have noliking - 
dof to Me, for he called whom he would. But oh the. 
al-| glory that I ſaw in that condition, did ſtill fo en- 4 
ow| gage my heart, that 7 could ſeldom .read-of any. | 
ns that Chriſt dideall, butI preſently. wiſhed; would” þ 
Me, I had been in their cloaths, would: \Fhad been 
1, born Peter, would 1 had been born 74/4; prwould if 
ald] 1 had beerby, and had heard hun when he called þ; 
| tiem, how would 1 have cryed,' 0 Zord, call me þ 


; W 
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alſ)! but Oh, I feared he would not call Me. «© 
+ 65. And truly the Lord let Me go thug, many 
moneths together,and ſhewed Me nothingXithet! . 
that T was Treadie, or ſhould be calkkdhercufter, 
But at laft, after much time ſpent, and many 
groans to God, that 7 m_ be made partzker of | 
the holy and heavenly calling, that word came in} 
upon Me, I will cleanſe their bid that TI hnve nat 
cleanſed, for the Lord dwelleth in Zim, Jocdl 3. 21:] 
Fheſe words Tthought were ſent to encourage Me 
to wait ſtill upon God, and ſigaifted unto ne 


( 
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"That if I were not already, yet time might come]: 
:J might be in truth conyerted unto Chriſt. | 
| * 67. About this timeI began to break my mind} 
©? |t - £0 thoſe poor peoplein Bedfird, attd to tell them 
*ny condition 3 which when they had heard they| 
told M, Gifford of Me,” who himſelf alſo took oc- 
$ -afion totalk with Me, and was willing te be per- 
 ſwaded of Me, though I think but from little 
unds + but he invited Me to his houſe, where] . 
\. I ſhould hear him confer with others about the 
MAeatings of God with the Soul ; from all which 7 
| Th received moreconvittion, and from that time 
- began to ſee ſomething of the vanity and inward 
| avtetchedneſs of my wicked heart, for as yet I 
| }F Khety. no great matter therein, but now it began | 
To: be diſcovered unto Me, and alſo to work at 
- that tate as it neyer did before. Now Ievidently | 
. Found, that luſts and corruptions put forth-them- 
L ſelves within Me, in wicked thoughts and deſires, 
which 1 did not regard before : My defircs alfo'| 
- 1#*for Heayen and life began to fall I found _ 
- -. | that 


; 


fret, 
wn 


oO 
00 


of >Yhat whereas 
aver God, now it began to hanker aſter every fool- 


' was as a clog on the leg of a Bird to hinder Me 


- in my Soul, and b:ganto entertain ſuch diſcour» 


 Heither hear him, nor ſee him, nor feel him, nar: 


| thePcopleof God.z which when they heard they, 


fin, and lay under a Law that- would condeing.. .. 


OO _— 


to the chief of Siuners. 3t 
before my Soul was full of longings 


iſh vanity 3 yea my heart would not be moved to 
mind that that was good, it began to be careleſs 
both of my Soul and Heaven ;-it would now con- 
tinually hang back both to, and in every duty, and 


from flying. | *_ 
68. Nay, thoughtI, now I grow worſe and 

worſe,now am I farther from converſiqn thanever 

I was before z wherefore I began to ſink greatly 


agenent in my heart, as Jaid me as low as Hell,if 
now T7 ſhould haye burned at a Stake, I could. note -. 
bclieve that Chriſt had-love for Me. Alas, [cauld. 


ſavour any of his things : I was driven as with a 

Tempeſt, my heart would be unclean, the Ca: 

naanites would dwell in the Land: "a 
69. Sometimes I would tell my Condition to- : 


would pity Me,and would tcll Me of the FramiGy ” 
but they had. as good haye told Me,; that 7 muſt”; 
reach the ſun with my finger, as have bidden Me 
receive or relie upon the Promife, and as ſoon I. 
ſhould have done it, all my ſence and feeling was- | 
againſt me 3 and I ſaw T had a heart that would.; 


70. Theſe things have often made mg. think of I 
the Child which the #ather brought to Glrift,wbo: 
while he was yet a coming to him, was thrown aopn'} 
by the Devil,. and alſo ſo rent and torn by:luv, al 
es 3 > _. 
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tent! 


| 2 charg 
| Me, only he ſhewed Me I was loſt if 7 had not 
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gainſt his holy Word; I have found my unbelief to 
ſetas it were the ſhoulder to the door to keep him 
out, and that too, even then when I hive with 
- many abitter ſigh cried, Good Lord break it open: 


Tron afunder, PCal. 107. 15. Yet that Word would 
I grrded thee, though ths haſt not known me, 111. 


$$. 

72, But all this wie, as to the a& of finning; 
? neyer was more tender then now, 7 durſt not 
take 2 pin, orſtick, though but fo big as a ſtraw, 
for my Conſcicnce now was ſore,and would ſmart 
at every touch : I could not now tell howta ſpeak 
my words for fear F ſhould miſ-plice them - 0 
how gingerly d:d I then go, in all T did'or fiid : 


- I found my ſclf us on a miry Bog, that ſhook, if T 


did but ſtir, and was as there left, both of GOD, 
and Chriſt, and the Spirit, and all good things. 

73. But F obſerye, though. I was ſuch a great 
' finner before:converſton. Yet God never much 
ed the. guilt of the ſins of my Ignorance upon 


\Chrift becauſe 7 hid been a ſinner. I ſaw that T 
wanted a'perfe&righteouſnels topreſent Me out 
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fault before God, & that this righteouſneſs was to 
where tobe found butin the p-rſon of JeſusChriſt: 
F. 74, But my Original and inward pollution,that, 
Sat it was my plague and my afflition;that 1 ſaw 

= | | at 
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he lay and wallowed foaming.Luke 9. 42.Marx.g.20- 
71. Further, in theſe dayes, T ſhould find my * 

heart to ſhut it ſelf up againſt the Lord, and a- . 


Lord break theſe Gates of Braſs, and cut the Bars of 


{ 


| 


| 
| 


ſometime create in my heart a peaceable pauſe, | 


| 'J a dreadful rate all ways putting 


T3". 4 
forth it ſelf 
' Within Me, that I had the guilt of to amazement; 
| byreaſfon of that, it was more loathſome 1n mine 
' owneyes then was a toad, and I thought I was fo 
F in. Gods eyes too, finand corruption,t laid would, . 
; as naturally bubbleout of my heartzas water would 
| 
i 


to the chief or Siuntrs. 


bubble out of a fountain. I thought nov that ec- 
very. one had a better heart then 1 had ; I could 
have changed heart with any body, I thought, 
none but the Devil himſelf could equalize me for _ 
inward wickedneſs and pollution of mind. I fell - 
therefore at the ſight ofinine own vileneſs, deep- 
ly into deſpair,for [ concluded that this condition 
that I was 1n,Could not ſtind witha ſtate of grace, 
ſure thought I, I am forſaken of God, ſure 1 am | 
given up to the devil, and tÞ a reprobate mind, ; 
and thus I continued along while, eyen for fome *. 
years together. : "2M 
75. While I was thus affiited with the fears of . 
my own damnation, there were tivo things would 
make Me wonder ; the one was, when 1 faiv ole 
people hunting after the things of this life, - as'iÞ, 
they ſhould liye here alwgy<s 3 The other wag 
when I found Profeilors much diſtrefied and ca 5 
down wh:n they met;-iwith outward lofles, as of? 


1 ſo much labour after, and ſpend fo many, tear 


Husband, Wife, Child, qc. Lord, thought I,! 
whata doe 1s. here about ſuch little things as theſc?; 
what ſceking after carnal things by fome, ane 
what grief.ia others for the loſs of them ! if they 


for the things of this preſent life 3. how am'Þg6 
be bemoancd, piticd and prayed for !' my o— 


o 
o 


=r Gzace abonnding . 
© dying, my Soul is damning. Wepe my Soul but in- 
a good condition, and were Þ but ſure of it, ah; 
how rich ſhould I eſteem my ſelf, though bleſt but: 
with Bread and Water : I ſhould count thoſe but 
-£ ſmall affliions, and ſhould bear them as little bur- 
' dens. A wounded Spirit who can bear ? 
Y | - 76, And though I was thus troubled and toſſed, 
meet F afflicted with the fight and ſenſe and terror of- * 
4 my own wickedneſs, yet I was afraid to let this 
ſenſe and fight go quite off my mind : for I found: 
fore i } that unleſs guilt of Conſcience was taken off the 
Nat | right way, that is, by the blood of Chriſt, a Man 
grew rather worſe for the loſs of his trouble of 
eat} | mind, than better. Wherefore, if my guilt lay 
' hardupon me, then 1 ſhould cry that the Blood 
ving; + of Chriſt might take it off : and if it was going 
talks }# off :vithout it, ( for the ſenſe of Sin would he 
Hors | } fomctimecs as if it would die, and go quite away ).- 
projy then 7 would alfo ſtriveto fetch it upon my heart 
fupe F} again, by bringing the puniſhment for fin in Hell 
| þ ire upon my Sprrit, and ſhould cry, Lord, let 
| Lat not go off mmy Heart but the rieht way, but by the 
| Bload of Corift, and by the application of thy mercy 
 {{#-orow him1to my Soul : for that Scripture lay much 
alſo ( {Fupon me, Without ſhedainz of Blood there is no Remi; 
of thi ſton, Heb. 9g, 22: And that which made Me the 
Hor t is Dre afraid of this, was becauſe I had ſeen ſome, 
Cient} {hyho tho when they were under wounds of conſci- 
+ 30; fence, would cry and pray, yet ſccking rather pre- 
make! Went Eaſe from their Trouble, then pardon for 
fs of $f't\x fin, carcd not how they loſt their guilt, ſo 
c J Cy got itout of their mind ; now having got it 
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|; ed after their trouble. This made me afraid, and 
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NMf the wrong way, it was not ſanfified'unto them, 
\ blit they grew harder and blinder,and more wick-. 


made me cry to God the more, that it might not _ 


|; be ſo with me. 
77. And now was I ſorry that God' had made 


4 Me a Man,for I feared I was.a Reprobate : I coun- 
- "B*ted Man, as unconverted, the moſt doleful of all- 
s "FE the Creatures :. Thus being afflied and tofled a- 


| deed is the moſt noble, by creation,. of all the crea- 
; tures in the vifible World, but by finhehad made 
| himſelfthe moſt igaoble. The beaſts, birds, fiſhes, 
Bcc. I bleſſed their condition, for they had not a 


; wrath of God, they were not to go to Hell fire 
3s after Death, I coul 
'' my condition been as any of theirs. 


but when comforting time was coine, I heard one | 


; ( Sonz, 4. 1. ) Bebold thou art fair, my Love,behold * 
'. thou art fair, but at that time: ne made theſe two: ; 
| words, MY LOVE, his chief and ſubjeQ matter; ? 

+ from which after he had a little opened the Text, * 


' when loveleſs. - 2. Chrifts Love without a cauſe, | 


bout my ſad condition, I counted: my ſelf alone,  » 
and above the moſt of Men unbleſt. 4 
78. Yea, I thought it impoſſible that ever I 
ſhould attain to ſo much. goodneſs of heart, as to 
thank God that he had made Me a man. Man in- 


; ſinful Nature , they were not obnoxious to the 
therefore a rejoyced ; had 
79. In this condition I went a great while, - / 


preach a Sermon upan theſe words in the Sonz,. : 


he obſeryed theſe ſeveral concluſions, 1. That + 
the Church, and ſo every ſaved Soul, is Chrifi*s Love, 


d 


; WR Gzace Aboundi «'f 
2 Gprift's Love, whenhated of the World, 4. Chriffs,#! 
| Love when under Temptation. and under deſertion.. 01 

s.: Chriſt's Love from” firſt to Laſt. = 

- 80. But TI got nothing by what he ſaid at pre- | 

- ſent, only when he came to the application of the 

fourth Particular, this was the word he ſaid, If f. 

it be ſo:that the ſaved Soul is Chriſt's. Leve, when. *\ 

| wnder temptation and. deſertion: then poor tempted 
Soul, when thou art aſſaulted and affiited with temp- 
tations, and the hiding of God's. Bace,. yet think on 

theſe two Words, MY LOVMR, ſtill. 

81. So as I was going home, theſe words came 

+ again into my thoughts, and I wellremember as 
FT they came in, I ſaid thus in my heart, What ſhall 
' I get by thinking on theſe two words ? This thought 
* $|& had noſooner paſlcd through my heart, but theſe 
1 words began-thus to kindle in my ſpirit, Thou art 

"p18 my Love, thou art my Dove, twenty timestogether;, 
F;& and ſtill as they ran thus in my mind, they waxed 
* ſtronger and-warmer,: and began to make melook 
up3-but being as yet between hope and fear,l[ ſtill 

| replicd in my heart, But is it true 2 but 151t true? 
s At' which that {cntcnce fcll. in upon me, He wilt 
| i not that it was true which was done- unto him of the 

-# Angel, Afts 12. 9, 

» 82. Then I began to give place to the Word, 
E which with power. did over and oyer make this 
+ © joyful ſound within my 1oul, Thou art my £2ve,thoy 
—_— my Love, aid no:hing ſhall ſeparate thee jrom my 
a E Love !. and with that, Rom. 8. 39. came 1nto my 
- Emind. Now was my heart filicd full of comfort 
e's 0. $and hope, and.now 1 could belicye that wy. hos 
— . - 6 R al 
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ith the love and mercy of God, that I remem- 
ber, could not tel} how to containtill I got home, 
I thought I could have ſpoken of his Loye and 
have told of his mercy to 'Me, even to the very 
Crows that ſat upon the plow'd lands before Me, 
had they been capable to have underſtood Me, 
wherefore I ſaid in my ſoul with-much*gladneſs, 
Well, I would I had a Pen and Ink here, F would / 
write this down before I g0 any further, for ſurely T 
will not forgetthis fourty years hence z but alas! witi.- 
in Icfs then fourty days I began to queſtion all a-' 
gain, and by times, f-l] to my old courſes again 
which made me begin to queſtion all ſtill, | 
83, Yet ſtill at times, I was helped to- believe 
that it was a true maniicſtation of Grace uato my } 
Soul,- though I had loſt much ofthe life and ſayours 
of it. Now about a week or fortnight after this, I | 
was wuch followed by this Scripture ; Simony | 
Simon, behold, Satan hath defired to have you, Luke. ! 
22. 3t. and ſometimes it would ſound fo loud 
within me, yea,8& as it were call fo ſtrongly after. 
me, that once above all the reſt, I turned. my. 
head over my ſhoulder, Ng erLy that ſome 
man had behind Me called Me, being at a great; 
diſtance, Me thought he calted fo loud, it came? 
as I have thought ſince to have ſtirred Me vp to; 
prayer and to watchfulneſs. It came to acquaimt! 
Me that a cloud and ſtorm was comingdown upon; 
Me, but 1 underſtood itnot. Alto as I remember, 
thit time as it called to me ſo loud, it was the 
laſt time that it ſounded in mine ears, but methink! 
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 yerily, as [ have told you, that ſome body had 
 ' Eilled after Me thit was half a .mile behind Me 3 
+ and although that was not my name, yet-1t made 


| | - that called fo loud meant Me. 


-Hth+ & knew not the reaſon of this ſound, {which as [did 
Ef both ſec and feel ſoon after, was ſent from Hez- 
tne ven as an Alarm toa:vaken me to provide for what 
- wes coming ) onely it would mak: Me muſe, and 
'- wonder in my mind to think what ſhould be the 
+ reaſon that this Scripture, and that at this rate, 
þ fo ofteg,. and fo loud, ſhould ſtill be founding 
and r tw mine ears. But, as I ſaid before, 
{& foon after perceived the end of Gad therein. . 
FF : 86. For about the ſpace of a Moneth after,. a. 
FE |& yery great ſtormcame down upon Me, which han- 
wor ded Me twenty times worſe then all Thad met 
| i with before - It came Gegling upon Me, new by 
Mort i ene piece, then by another ; ficft, all my comfort 
was taken from Me, then darkneſs ſeized upon 
Me, after which, whole floods of bliſpicmies, both 


toniſhment. Theie bliſphemous thoughts were. 
pch as ſticred up queſtions in Me againſt the very 
eing of God, and of his onely beloyed Son;;-45s 
er there were in truth a God or Chrit? And 


MWaible'2od cunning Story, then the holy and purg 


_ 


- Me ſuddenly lock behind Mc, belicying that he + 
© 2g. But ſo fooliſh was I, and ignorant, that 1 © 


2; att God, Chriſt, and the Scriptures, was pou= <- 
ped upon my Spirit to my great confuſion and a-- 


Whethcr the Holy Scriptures were not rather a 


ord of God. 87, The _ 


Aboundtng | 
at a Joud yaice theſe words, 
Simon, Simon ſaunded- in ray cars. I thought 
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\ right way to Heaven, (if there were indeed a Hea- 


| 


- Las 202d Scriptures t6 prove therr Mahomet the Savi- 


J I quickly felt, when I thus did, ſuch arguings as 


j how could I tell but that in very deed, be, being # 
| feebtile and cunning man, mig 


by Word or Pen) did make ſuch a ſeizure Apa | 


to the chief of Sinners. 39 
k 87, The temper alſo would much aſſault Me 
ith this : How can you tell but that the Turks had 


Jour, as we have to prove our Jeſus is : and could I 
*thinh that ſo many ten thenſands, in ſo many Countries 
and Kin:doms, ſhould be without the knowledge ofthe 


ven _) and that we only, who live m a corner of the - 
Earth, (hdd alone be bleſt therewith? Every one 
$ doth think his own Dag; bath Fews, and 
hors, and Pazans; and how it all our Faith, and 
I Chriſt, and Scriptures, ſhould be but a think ſo to), © 
. 88. Sometime I haye endeavoured to argue a- 
ainſt theſe — and to ſet ſome of the 
chtences of bleifed Paul againſt them ; * butalas! 


theſe would return again upon me ; Thouzh' we | 
mude jo great a matter of Paul, and of his Wards,yet 


might grve himſelf ap: to 
deceive with ſtronz deluſions, nd ath tabe LY | 
and travel to undo and deftroy his Fellows. © © 

89. Theſe ſuggeſtions ( with many-other which + 
.at this time I may not, nor dare tot utter, neither - 


| my Spirit, and did ſo over-weigh' my heart, bath 
with their number, continuance, and fiery force,” 
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0 that I felt,as if there were no 


thing elſe but theſe | 
| from morning to night within-Me, .and as though. 
indecd there could be room for nothing'elſe ; and 
alſo concluded, that God had in yery wtath tom } 
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. Soul, given me up to them, to be carried awa 
with them, as with a mighty whirl-wiad. 
90, Oaly by the diſtaſte that they gaye unto 
} my $Spirit, / {lt there was ſomething in Me that 
refuſed to embrace them : but this conſideration 
f I then only had, when God gayc me leave to 
E- ſwallow my ſpittle, . otherwiſe the noiſe, and 
| ſtrength, and force of theſe temptations would! 
HE 1 drowa and oycrflow, and, as it were, bury all' 
bras 1; ſuch thoughts, or the remembrance of any ſuch) 


thing, While I was in this temptation, I ſhould 
find often my mind ſuddenly put upan it, to 
curſe and ſwear, or to ſpeak ſome gricyous thing 
of God, or Chriſt his Son, and of the Scriptures. 

91, Now I thought, ſurely I am poſſeſſed of 
Devil; at other times again I thought I ſhould be! 
bereft of my wits, for in ſtead of lauding and 
magniſying of God the Lord with others, if I 
haye but heard him ſpoken of, preſently ſome 
moſt horrible blaſphemous thought or other would 
bolt out of my heart againſt him. So that whether 
Idid think that God was, or again did think there 
were no ſuch thing; no love, nur peace, nor- 
gracious diſpoſition could I feel within me. 

92. Theſe things did fink Me into very deep 
deſpair, for I concluded that ſuch things could 
not poſſibly be found againſt them thar loyed 
"God. | often, when theſe temptations have 
> been with force upon Me, did compare my ſelf 
tn the caſe of ſuch a Child, whom ſome Gypſic 
F hath by force tcok up in her arms, and is carrying 
"from Friend and Countrey ; kick ſcmetimes ] did, 
— 2nd 
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 awawand alſo ſhriek and cry; but yet I was as bound 
the wings of the temptation, and the Wind 
e unto! would carry Me away. I thonght alſo of Saul, 
2 that\ and of the cvil ſpirit that did poſſcſs him, anddid 
ration! greatly fear that my condition was the ſame with 
ye to] that of his, 1 Sam.16.14. 
and! 93+ In theſe days, when I have heard others 
vould! talk of what was the ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
ry alli then would the Tempter ſo provoke Me to defire 
ſuch to that ſin, that I was as if I could not, muſt not 
ould| neither ſhould be quiet until I had committed 
t, to? that 3 now no fin would ſerve but that : if it were 
thingy to be committed by ſpeaking of ſuch a word, | 
es. |} then I haye been as if my Mouth would have 
f the} ſpoken that word whether I would or no; and 
d bet in ſo mg a meaſure was this temptation upon 
and i Me, that often I haye been ready to clap my hand 
if 1| under my Chin, to hold my mouth from opening ; 
ſome ; and to that end alſo I have had thoughts at other 
ould | times to leap with. my head downward into ſome 
they | Muck-hil-hole or ether, to keep my Mouth from 
here | ſpeaking. 
nor-F 94+. Now again I beheld the .condition of the 
- Dog and Toad, and counted the eſtate of every 
ecp | thing that God had made, far better then this | 
»uld | dreadful ſtate of mine, and ſuch as my Compani- 
ved | Ons was: yea, gladly would I haye been in the | 
ave | condition of Dog or Horſe, for I know they had | 
ſelf no Soul to pzriſh under the cyerlaſtingiweight of 1 


fic | Hell for fin, as mine was like to do : *Niy;, and 
ing | though I ſaw this, felt this, 'and was-brakew to 1 
id, | pleccs with it; yetthat which added to jay forrew, 
nd | E ES 
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I did deſire deliverance. That Scripture alf6! 
did tear and rend my Soul in the midſt of theſe | 


diſtraftions, The Wicked are ihe the troubled Sea 


which cannot reſt, whoſe waters caſt up nyre anddirt; | 


There is ns peace to the wicked, ſaith my God, Iſag7;) 
ſ 
| 


20, 2TIs 

9s. And now my heart was at times exceedin 
hard, if I would have given a thouſand pound for 
a Tear I could not ſhed one, no nor ſometimes 
ſearce deſire to ſhed one, I was much deiefted fo 


[2 


think that this would be my Lot! 1 faw ſome; 
could Mourn and Lament their fins, and others a- ' 
gain could Rejoice and bleſs God for Chriſt, and . 


ha 


remember the Word of God, while I onlie was in j 
the ſtorm or tempeſt. This much ſunk Me, I! 


thought my condition was alone, I ſhould there- | 


fore much bewail my hard hap, but get out of, or 
get rid oftheſe tnings I could not. 
96. While this temptation laſted, which was a- 


r 
others again could quict talk of,and with gladnefſs - ; 
\ 
c 
] 
\ 
| 


bout a Year, T could attend upon none of the Or- | 


dinances of God, but with.ſore and great afflii- 
on 3.yca,then was I moſt diſtreſſed with blaſphe- 


. antes: if I have bcen hearing the Word, then un- 
 cleanneſs, blaſphemies, and deſpair, would hold 
; Me a Captive there; 1f I have been reading,then 


ſometimes 7 had ſudden thoughts to queſtion all 


i I read ; ſometimes again my Mind would be ſo 
# firungclic ſnatched away,and poſleſſcd with other 


things, that 7 have neither known, nor regarded, 
nor remeinbred ſo much as the ſentence that but 
now I haye read. 97. In 
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16h), 97+ In Prayer alſo I have been greatlie trou- 
: fa Bled at this time : Sometimes I have thought I .. 
x ©! have felt him behind me pull my cloaths:he would . -: 
**4, be alſo continuallie at me in tho time of Prayer, 
'3} to have done,break off, make haſt, you have pray- 
ed enough, and ſtay no longer : ſtill drawing m 
* mind away. Som<times alſo he would calt in i 
'S ' wicked thoughts as. theſe, that I muſt pray to him; 
Or ' or for him; have thought ſometimes of that, Fall 
GS down,or,If thou wilt fall dzon, i worſhip me,Mat.4.9 
a 99, Alſo when becauſe I haye had wandering: 
© thoughts in the time of this duty, I have labou- 
q Fed to compot- my mind, and fix it upon God ; 
> then with.great force hath the Temper laboured 
> todiſira& Me and confound Me, and to turn a= 
: + way my mind, by preſenting tomy heartand fan- 
"cy, the form of a Buſh, a Bull, a Beſom,. or the”: 
"1; lhke, as if T ſhould pray to thoſe, to theſe alſo he 
" | - would at ſometimes (eſpecially) ſo hold my mind; - 
that I was as if I' could think of nothing clſe, or 
| pray to nothing elſe but to theſe, or ſuch-as they. 
99. Yet at times I ſhould have ſome ftrong and. 
| heart-affeQing apprehenſions of God, and the re- 
| ality ofthe truth of his Goſpel : but oh how would 
my heart at ſuch times put forth it ſelf withiun- 
> expreſſivle groanings! my 'whole Soul was then-in 
eyery. word, I ſhould cry with pangs after GOD; 
that he would be merciful unto me ;- but-then/f 
ſhall be daunted ag1in with ſuch conceit as theſe, 
\ EF fheuld think thar G OD did mock at theſe'my. 
Prayers, ſaying, and that in the audience of: the 
Holy Angels, This poor ſimple Wretch doth __ 
| __ - F 


£7 
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ker after Me, as if Thad nothing to do with my 
mercy, but to b:ſtow it on ſuch as he. Alas poor ! av 
Soul ! How art thou deceived, it is not for ſuch * De 
as thee to have favour with the Higheſt. : tbe 
109. Then hath the Temper come upon me j 38 
alſo with ſuch diſcouragements as theſe 3 Zou are ; Mm 

very hot for mercy,but I will col you: this frame (hal 
| not laſt always; many have been as hot as you fir a | O! 
|} ſpurt, but Ihave quenched their Zeal? (and with | T: 
ll this, ſuch and ſuch who were fallen of, would ' t: 
be ſet before mine eyes) then 7 ſhould be afraid *. Y: 
that I ſhould do ſo too : but thought 7, I am ; © 
lad thiscomes into, my mind;. well, I will watch © 
and take what heed F can; Thouch you dr, faik 7 
-f Satan, I ſhall be too hard for you, I will col you in= 
»# fenſibly, by dezrees, by little and little ; what care ' 1 
8, ſaith he, though I be ſeven years in chilling yyuur # 
heart, if I can 41 it at laſt; con'inual rocking will ' # 
lull a crying Child aſleep : IT will ply it cliſe, but Þ © * 
= 


Wi will have my end accompliſhed © th1ugh yau be burning 
El hot at preſent,yet if I can pull you from this fire,T ſhall 
IC have you cold before it be long. Theſe things brought - 
'Y me intogreat ſtraights for as I at preſent could | 
! not find my ſelf fit for preſent death,ſo L thought | * 
| tolive long would make we yet more unfit; for 
time would make me forget all, and wear ecyen - 
| the remembrance of the evil of fin, the worth of 
& Heaven, and the necd I had of theBlood of Ghriſt 
to waſh me, both out of mind and thought : but þ - 
E Ithank Chriſt Jeſus, theſe things did not atpreſens ( 
| make me ſlack my crying, but rather did put me 
| more upon it, (libeher who met with the Adulterer, 
| Deut..22. 26. ) in which days that was a good 
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| to the Chief of Siuntrs., 48 
myPgood word to me, after I had ſuffered theſe things - 
or | while 3- Tam perſwaded that neither Height nor = 
ch * Depth, nor Death, nor Life, &c. ſhal ſeparate us from 
: tbe Le of God which is in Chriſt Feſus,, Rom..8, 
ne} 38 And now 1-hoped long life ſhould not'deftroy 
re ; me nor make me wiſs of Heaven. | 
al j * 101. Yet I had ſome ſupports in this tewptati-: 
4 | on, though they were then all queſtioned by me: 
h | That in the 3.of Feremzz at the firſt, was ſomething. . 
qd | tome ;. and ſo was the conſideration of* the/ 5 hh 
d * yerſo ofthit Chaptcr,that though we have ſpoken<Fs 
a ; and done cvil things as. we could, . yet we ſhould 
z cry unto God, My Father, thou art the Guide of my | 
t Tauth, and ſhould return unto him. 
. 102. Thad alſo once a 1iveet glance from that: 
» ' in, 2C)r. 5. 12. Fer hehath made him to be ſin for 
» * us, who bnewno ſin, that we mizht be made the Rizh- 
! + Fenuſnejs f Godin him. Ixemembcr that onEday, 
' ' as I was fitting in a Neighbours Houſe," Jt 
. very ſad at the conſideration off 
phemies; .and as I was ſaying in mm 


- 
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'. ground havel to think that TI, who five bee 
vile and avominable, ſhould eyer inherit et 
life; that word came ſuddenlic upan Me, W 
(bal we ſay to theſe thinzs? Ij God be for us who can 
be againſt us ? Rom. 8. 31. Thatalſo was an help 
unto Me, Becauſe I live, you ſhall live alſo, Joh.14. 
19, But theſe were but hints, touches, and ſhort 
| - Viſits, though verieſiveet when preſent,onlie they 
( lifted not 3 but !ihe to Peter's ſheet of a ſudden were 
cauzht-up from Me to Heaven again, As 10. 16. 

193. But afteriyards the Lord did more fullie 


EK 3,  _ and; 


- ; G1ace Abounding ; 
and'zraciouſlic difcover himſelf unto Me, and inf w 
heed did quite, not onlie deliver Me from the! ft 
guilt that by theſe things was laid upon my Con-! tt 
ſcience, but alſo from the verie filth thereof, for; a1 
the temptation was removed, and I was put into! u 
my right Mind again, avother Chriſtians were. {| a 
104. I remember that one day as I was tra-! C 
veling into the Conntrey,and muſing on the wic-, t 
kedneſs and blaſphemie of my heart,and-conſider-| 1 
ing of the enm.cic that was in Me to God,that ſeri, v 
Pture came in my Mind, He hath made peace by the, | 
\ 

x 


blood of his Croſs,Col.1.:0.by which I was made to. 
Fee,both again, and agun that day, that God and, 
my Soul were Friends by his Blood;yea,I ſaw that 
the Juſtice of God, and my ſinful Soul, could im-, | 
brace and kiſs eachother through this Blood: this | 
was a good day to Me,1I hope I ſhal not forget it, 
105, At another time, as I was ſct by the fire. 
10 my houſe, and muſing on my Wretchedneſs, | 
the Lord made that alſo 4 precious Word unto Me, { 
For as much then as the Children are partakers of fleſy | 
and blood, be alſ himſelf [ibea ije too part of the-! 
Sume, #iat ithrou;h Death, he mi;ht deſtroy him that 
bad the power of Death, that is the Devil; and. 
&eliver tioſe who throuzh the fear of Death were all 
their life ſubje& to Bondage,, Heb. 2, 14, 15. F 
thought that the Glory of thoſe Words was then, 
ſo weighty on me,that 7 was both once and twice 
W ready to ſwoon as I fat, yet not with Grief and: 
E troublc, but with ſolid joy and peace, S 
| 106: At this time alſo 7 ſat under the Miniſtry: f 
$ of holy Mr. Gifford, whoſe DoRrine,by Gods gracc,. | 
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to the chief of Sinners. 49 © 
was much for my ſtability. This man made it much 
Nis buſineſs to deliver the people of God from all 
thoſe falſe and: unſound reſts that by Nature we 
are prone to take ſpecial heed, that we took not 
up any truth upon truſt, as from this or that; ef 
any other. man. or men, but to-cry mightilie to 
God, that he would conyince us of the realitie 
thereof, and ſet ns down therein by his own Spirit 
in the Holy word 3. for, ſaid he, if you do others - 
wiſe, when.temptations come, if ſtrongly, you not 
having received them with evidence from Heaven, 
will fiad you want that help and ſtrength now to 
reſiſt, as once you thought you had. 

197, This was as ſeaſonable to my Soul, as the 
former and latter rain in their ſeaſon 3 for I hid 
found, and that by ſad experience, the truth of 
theſe his words. ( For I had felt, n» Man can ſay, 
eſpeciallie when tempted of the Devil, that Feſis 
Chrift is Lard,. but by the Holy Ghyſt, ) Wherefore 
Ifound my ſoul,through Grace,verie apt to drink 
in this Dofrine, and to incline to pray to GOD 
that in.nothing that pertained to Gods Gletie, 
and my own eternal happineſs, He would ſuf 
fer Me to be without the confirmation thereof® 
from Heaven ;. for now I ſaw clearlte there was. 
an.cxceeding difference betwixt thenotion of fleſh 
and blo2d,and the Revelations of God in Heavenz 
alſo a great difference between that Faith that is 
fained, and according to Mans Wifdem, and of 
that which comes. by a Main being born thereto of 
God, Matth. 15.15. i Fong. t. 4 

108, But Oh! now,hoiv was my Soul led fro 
Trutt 


7 _  Gazaee abounding | 
FF Truthto Truth by God / even fromthe Birth and. þ þy 
Cradle of the Son of God, to his Aſcenſion and ſe# | Ae 
cond coming from Heaven to judge the World, 11 
- - 109, Truly then found: upon this acsount the | wh 
great God. was-veric good unto Me, for.to my re-. | an 
membrance, there was not ame thing that then I | Jet 
criedto God-to make known and reyeal unto Me,. | wi 
but He was pleaſed to do it for Me,lmean notone ! to 
part ofthe Goſpel of the Lord Jeſus,but Ivas or-- | of 
derlie led intoit ; Me thought I ſaw with great | Pc 
evidence,from the Relation of the four Evange- ! 1a 
lifts, the wonderful wock of God, in giving Jeſus | m 
Chriſt to ſave us,.. from his conception. and birth,, } T7 
even to his. ſecond: coming” to Ponent Me } E 
thought was as if I had ſeen him born, asif Thads | t 
ſecn him grow up,as if Thad ſeen him walk through ! tt 
this World, from the Cradle to the Croſs,to which. | 
| alſo when he came,. I ſaw.how 'gently he gave f 
| himſelf to.be hanged and nailed on it for my fins » 
| and wicked doings ; alſo as I was muſing on this. 
' 


L# his progreſs, that dropped on my Spirit,. He was 
li Ordainedfor.the flaughter, 1 Pet..1. 12, 20.. 
*.. 110. When have confidercd alſo the truth of 
N this ReſurreRion, and have remembred that word, + 
8 rouch me not. Mary, .&c, TI have ſeen, as if he had 
If leaped out at the Graves Mouth,. for joy that he | | 
& was raiſcn again, .and hid. got the conqueſt oyer. | | 
W our dreadful focs, Fohn 20. 17. I havealſo in the 
S-Spirit ſcen him a Man on the right Hand of God 
W&the Father for Me, and have ſeen the manger of 
whis coming from Heaven to Judge the World with 
«Glory, and haye bcen confirmed in theſe things 
; y: 


—<wY . 


nd. 
(& 


by theſe Scriptures following, As r, 9, 10. & 
Rg6.8& 10 42. Heb, 7, 24, & 8. 38. Rev. 1 18. 


1 Theſ. 4.17, 18, Once I was troubled to know 
ee | whether the Lord Jefus was Man as well as God, 


e-, 
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and God as well as Man; and truly in thoſe days, 
let men ſay what they would, unleſs I had it 
with evidence from Heaven, all was nothin 

to Me, I counted not iny ſelf ſetdown in any truth 


of God 3 wcll, I was much troubled about this : 4 


Point, and could not tell how to be reſolyed : mt 
laſt, that in the fifth of the Revelations came into 
my Mind; And1 beheld, and lo, in the mid(t of the. 
Thrane, and of the four Beaſts, and in the mi(t of the 
Elders food a Lamb; in the midft of the Throne 
there is his God-head, in the midſt of the Elders, 


; there is his Man- hood ; but O me thought this did 


liſter, it was a goodly touch, and gaye me ſweet 
atisfattion z that other Scripture alſo did help Me 
much in this, To us a Child is born, to us. a Son 18 
gtven, and the Government ſhall be upon his ſhulder, 
and his Name ſhall be called' Wonderful, Counſellor, 


! the Mi:hty God, the Everlaſtinz Father, the Prince of 


; Peace, Kc, Iſa. 9.6. 


111. Alfo bctides theſe teachings of Ged in his 
Word, the Lord made uſe of two things to con- 
firm Me in theſe things, the one was the Errors 
of the Quakers,and the other was the guilt of lin, 
for- as the Quakers did oppoſe his Truth, ſo God 
did the more confirm Me in it, by leading me into 
the Scriptures that did wonderfully miintain it 5 


and as 1 ſaid, the guilt of ſin did help Me muchy,for | 


ſtill as that would come upon Me, the Blood of 
Chriſt 


E 


to the chief of Sinners, is fx 
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52 Grace abounding:- - 
Chriſt did take it off again, and again, and again! 
and that too, ſweetly according to the Scripturs,j\ 
O- Friends, cry to God to-reycal Jeſus Chriſt untoſ#4 
you, there is none teach?th libe him. aka 
11:2. It would be too long here to ſtay, :totel{{ 191 
you in particular how Got did ſet Me down in allt He 
the things of Chriſt,and how he did,thathe might th 
fo do, lead me into his words, yes and alſo how} C< 
| he did-open them unto Me, and mike them ſhine? ol 
} before me, and: cauſe them to d-vell with me, tatk{ ® 
with Me, and comfort Me over and over; both off 
his own beiag, and the bcing of his Son, andi MN 
Spirit,. aad Word, and 79ofp:l. = LL 
| - rx3. Only this, as I-ſ1id before, I will ſay unto ſo 
FF; you again, that in general he was pl-aſed to tukef *© 
|; this courſe with Me 3. firſt to ſuffer Me to be{ 
|| afflited with temptation conceraing them, and! 
'* | then reveal them to me ; as. ſometimes I. ſhould} t 
|} Lye under great guilt for fin, even cruſhed to thej © 
| ground therewith, and then the Lord would ſhew : 
| me the deith'of Chriſt, yea and ſo ſprinkling my.} * 
| Conſcience with.his blood, that I ſhould find, and | 
MF) that before I was aware, that in that Conſcience, 0 
J | where but juſt now did reign and rage the Lyw, 
| 


L* eyen there would reſt and abide the Peace and 
{* Love thorow Chriſt, 
| , I14: Now had I an.evidence for heaven with 
#c many Golden Scals thereon, all hanging in my | 
*t Hght; now could Lrememver this manifeſtation, | 
F.? and the other diſcoyery of Grace with comfort ; 
and ſhould often long and defire th:t the laft day 
were come,. that I might bs for. eyer inflamed 
with ' 
| 
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_ _- to the chief of Sinners. _ 51 
in. fvith the ſight, and joy, and communion of him, 
-& whoſe Head was crowned with Thorns, whoſe 
ntolfFace was ſpit on, and Body broken, and Soul 
'made an offcring for my fins : for whereas be- 
.cyltore I lay continually trembling at the Mouth of 
aj Hell; now me rhought Iwas got ſo fartherefrom, 
he) that 1 could not, when I looked back, ſcarce dif- - 
"wi cri itzand O thoght I,that I were fourſcor years 
ne! old now, that-1 might dic quickly, that my Soul 
11 | might be gone torcft. = 
off © 115- But before 1 had got thus far out of theſe 
4! my temptations, I did greatly long to ſee ſome 
| ancient Godly man*®s Experience, who had write 
ſome hundred of years vefore 1 was born ; tor, 
| for thoſe who had writ our days, I chought ( but 
ba} 1 deſire them now to pardon me_) that they had 
Writ only that which others felt, of elſe had, _ 
(4; thorow the ſtrength of their Wits 8& Parts, ſtudi- 
14; cd toauſwer ſuch Objeftions as they perceived 0- 
thers were-perplexed with, without going down 
'y.| themſelves into the deep, Well, after many long- 
4 ings in my-mind, the God 1n whoſe hand are all 
e, | our days,did caſt into my hand (one day) a Book 
Bs of Mirtin Luther his Comment on the Galatians, 
@ | ſo old that it was ready to fall picce from piece, if 
I did but turn it oyer. Now T was pleaſed much 
+ | that ſuch an old Book had fallen into my hand 3 
y | the which, whea | had but alittle'way pcruſed, I 
} | found my-condition in his experience, ſo largely 
? ! and profoundly handled, as if his Book had been 
4 | Written out of my heart 3 this made me maryel : 
7 for thus thought 1; this man could not know any 
h thing 


to 


} 
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2  Gaace abounding 

thing of the ſlate of Chriſtians now,but muſt needs 
write and ſpeak the Experience of former day 
Beſides, he doth nioſt gravely alſo in that Boc 
debate of the riſe of theſe temptations, namely 
Blaſphemy,Deſperation,and the like,ſhewing that 


tn 


| 
the Law of Moſes, as well as the Devil, Death, ore 
and Hell, hath.a yery great hand therein ; the} ,_ 
which at firft was very ſtrange to me, but by con 
fidering and watching, I found it ſo indeed. Butj 
of Particulars here, I intend nothing, only this 
me thinks I muſt let fall before all men,T do pre-j 
fer this Book of Mr. Luther upon the Galatzans, 
C excepting the. Holy Bible_) before all the Books 
that ever I have ſeen, as moſt fit for a wounded{ «. 
Cnſcience. 

. 116. And now I found, as I thought, that ! 
loycd Chrift dearly. O Me thought my Soul clea+| ., 
ved unto him, my affeions cleave unto him. I} þ 
felt love to him as hotas fire, and now as Job ſaid,' - 

- I thought ſhould die in my beſt : but 1 did guick-| þ 
be find, that my great Love was but little, and} 
that I, who had, as | thought, ſuch burning Loye| 
to Jeſus Chriſt, could:let him go again for a very! 
trifle. God can tell how to abaſc us; and can 
hide pride from Man. ' Quickly after this my love} 
was tried to purpoſe. 

117. For after the Lord had in this Manner thus 
| graciouſly delivered me from this great and ſore} 
$5 Temptation, and had ſet me down fo ſweetly in 

the Faith of his Holy Goſpel, and had given me 

F: ſuch ſtrong conſolation and bleſſed evidence from , 

Heayen, touching my intereſt in his love yn, þ = 

| Chritit ; | 

VM | 
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to the chief of Sinners. 53 by 


<WCchriſt ; the Tempter came- upon Me again, and 
that with 2 moregrieyous and dreadful temptation 


el 
hae 


th, 
the 


| not ſo little as an hundred times together, Sell 
F | 


than before. 


112. And that was to ſei and part with this 


moſt bleſſed Chrijt, to exchange him for the things of 
this life, for any thing 3 the temptation lay upon | 


me for the ſpace of a year, and did follow me ſa 


| continually, that I was not rid of 1t one day in a 


month, no not ſometimes one hour 1n many days 


together, unleſs I was Nleep. 


119. And though, 1n my Judgment, I was 


 perſwaded, that thoſe who were once effettually 


in Chriſt, ( as I hoped, througly his Grace, I had 
ſcen-my felf _) could never loſe him for eyer, 
(C for the Land ſhallnat be jald for ever, for the Land 
is mine, ſaith God, Levit. 25. 23.) yet it was a 
continual yexation to Me, to thiuk that I ſhould 
have ſo. much as one fuch thought-within:Me, a+ 


9; gainſt a Chriſt, a.eſus,. that had done for Me as 
* he had:done. © | | : 


120. But it was neither my. diſlike- of the 


| thought, nor y<t any-defire and endeavour.to re- 
{ Gft ir, that in the leaſt did ſhake or abate thecon- 


tinuation, or force and ſtrength thereof; for, it did 


| alivays in almoſt whatever I thought, intermix it 


ſelf therewith, in ſuch ſort that I could neither eat 
1y food, ſtoop for a pin, chop a ſtick,or caſt mine. 
eye to look on this or that, but ſtill the temptation 
would come, Sell Chriſt for this, or ſell Chriſt for 


' that, Sell him, ſell him. 


121.. Sometimes it would run in my thoughts 
him, | 
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hit, ſell him, fell him: againſt which, I may ſay, 
for whol2 hours together I have been forced f6 
ſt 1nd-4s continually leaning and forcing my ſpirit! 
_ againſt it, leſt hippily before [ were aware, fome! 
wicked thought might ariſe in my heart that might! 
conſent thereto and ſometimes alſo the Tempter} 
would make Me believe I had conſented to it, 
then ſhould The as tortured upon a Rack for whole 
days together. 

122, This temptation did put Me toſuch ſcare; 
left I ſhould at-ſometimes, I ſay, conſent thereto, 
and be overcome therewith; that by theyery forc 

of my Mind ia Jabouring to gainſay and reſiſt this 
wickedneſs, my very body would be put into ai: 
on or motion, by way of puſhing or thruſting, ſtill 
anſwering,' as faſtas the deſtroyer ſaid ſe/! him, If 
will-not, I will not;'I will not, no not for thou- 
ſands, thoulands, thouſands of Worlds : thus reck- 
 oning leſt-#' ſhoald in the midl(t of theſe aſſ4ults,! 
ſet too lo-v a value of hun, even untill Þ ſcarce! 
well knew:whete I was, or how to be compoſed} 
dJgal.t{ 7 7 
: 123. At theſe ſeaſons - would not let Me my 
food-at-quict, but forſooth, when:I was'ſet at the 
Table at myDecat, I muſt go henceto pray, I muſt 
- leaye my food #oiv, juſt aow, lo counterfeit holy 
* would' this Deyil be, When I was.thus tempted, 
7 ſhould fiy ia my ſelf, now 1 am at meat, let Me! 
make an end : N23 ſaid he, [ muſt doit nov, or I! 
ſhould diſpleaſe God, and d:ſpiſe Chriſt. Where-! 
ore I. was much affiifted with theſe things : and | 
 beeuw£ſe of the fiifalicfs of my natur-4im igining 
'2 a) tnyt 
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To th? chief of Sinners, © OBA 
that theſe things were impulſes from God J IT 
ſhould deny to do it as if I denyed God ; and then 
ſhould I be as guilty becauſe .I did not obey a 
temptation of the Devil, as if I had trokey the 
Law of GCD indeed. 

+24, But to be brief, one morning as I did 
lye in my Bed, I was, as at other times, moſt 
fiercely, aſſaulted with this temptation,” 72 /el/ 


1 felt this thought paſs through my heart, Le? 


and part with Chriſt , the wicked ſuggeſtion ſtill 
running in my mind, Sell him, ſell bir, ſell hi, 
ſell him, as faft as a Man coufd' ſpeak ; againſt 
which z2lſo in my mind, as at other times I an- 
ſwered, No, no, not for thouſands, thouſands, at 
leaſt wenty times together : but at laſt, afrer much 
ſtriving, eyen unill I was almoſt out of breath, I 


him go if he mill | and I thought alſo that 7 felt 
my heart conſent thereto, and where was my 
love to Chriſt now. | 
125. Now was the Battel won, and down fell 
I, as a Bird that is ſhot from the top of a Tree, 
into great guilt and fearful deſpair 3 thus getting 
out of my Bed, I went moping into the field, but 
God knows, with as heayy a heart as mortal man, - | 
I think, could bear 3 where for the ſpace of two ' 
hours, I was like a man bereft of life, and as now 
paſt all recoyery, and bound over 'to -eterital | 
puniſhment, _ 7 1 oF 
126. And withal, that Scripture did ſeize 
upon my Soul, Or profane perſon, as Eſin, who for 
one morſel of meat, fold his birth-right, jor ye know, 
hew that afterwards, when he would have inherited 
he 


E 2 i 


A _ | Grace abounding -- 
* the Bleſsing, he was rejected ;, for he.found no place 


repentance, thoigh he ſouzht it carefully with teas, 


Hed.:12. 16, 17, | 


- 127 Theſe words were to my Soul like fetters of 


Braſsfo my Legs, in the continnal ſound of + hich 
I went for ſeveral months together... But about 
ten or cleven a clock on that day, as [ was walking 


under a Hedge, full of ſorro.v+and guilt, God}- 


knows, and bemoaning my felt for this hard hap, 
that ſuch a thought ſhould ariſe withia me, 
ſuddenly this ſentence bolted in cn me, Tie Blood 
of Chrift remits all guilt ; at this I made a ſtand in 
my Spirit; with that, this word took hold upon 
me, The Blvd of Feſus Chriit his Son cleanſeth us 
from all ſin, 1 John 1. 7. Now FT began to con- 
cciye peice in my Soul, and methought I ſaw as 
if the Tempter did lear and ſteal away from me, 
as b<jng aſhamed of what he had done. At the 
ſme tiwe alſo I had my fin and- the Blood of 
Chriſt, thus repreſented to me, that my fin, 
which comparcd to the Blood of Chriſt, was ad 


more to- it, than this.little clod or ſtone. before |} 
me, s to this yaſt and wide fieid that here I ſee :| 


This gave me good eicouragement for the ſpace 
of two or tlicee hours, in which timealſo methought 
I ſaw, by Faith, the Son of God as ſuffering for 


ſunk in my ſpirit under-cxceeding guilt again. 
128, Bub chjetly by the aforementioned Scrip- 


WM ture, concerning Eſaus ſelling of his birth-right, 


42 for that Scripture would lie all day long, all the 
'# week long 3 yea, all the year long in my mind, 
| . | and 


* my fins. But becauſe 1t tarried not, I therefore | 


o 


————— TI Lol Ad. A 


i 
' 


FO TR ONET ERCTEST WA BEIGE WE IT STR oY on Io nn & WE RE Tom. , 


-_ tothe chief of Sinners. +95 
ff and hold'me'down, fo that I could by no means: 
| lift up my ſelf, for when: 1 would ftrive to turn 
| me to this Scripture, or that for relief, ſtill that 
{ Sentence would be ſounding in me, for ye know 
how that afterwards, when he would: have 'inhe- 
rited the bleſſingzhe found no place of repentance, 
though he ſought it carefully with tears. 2 
. . 129- Sometimes indeed I ſhould have - a touch 
from that in . Luke 22, 31, Thave prayed, for thee, 
that thy Faith failnat ; but it would not abide upon 
me 3 neither could I indeed when I confidcred 
my ſtite,find ground to conceive in the leaſt, that 
there ſhould be the root af that Grace within me, 
having finned as I had done, Now was I tore ad 
rent ina heavy caſe, for many dayes together. 
130. Then began 1 with ſad and careful heart, 
to conſider of the nature and largenels of my fin, 
and to ſearch in the Word of God, if I could in 
any place eſpic a Word of prgmilſe, or any encour. 
aging Sentence by which might take relief. 
Wherefore I began to conſider that third of 
ef Mark, All manner of ſins and blaſphemies shall be 
2} forgiven un'o the Sons of Men, wherewithſoever they 
e | ſhall blaſpheme : Which place me thought, at a | 
t 1 bluſh,did contain a large and glorious Promiſe for 
r þ the pardon of high offences; but conſidering the 
e | place more fully, T thought it was rather to berun- 
derſtood, as relating more chiefly to thofe who 
had, while in a natural eſtate. Committed ſuch 
, | things as there are mentioned,but not to me, who 
« | had not only receiyed Light and Mercy, but that 
, | had both aſfter,and alſo contrary to that,ſoſlight. 
e« Chriſt as I had done. F 3 I3L» [ 
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ASL | Grace Abounding | | 
131. Tfeared therefore that this wicked fin of 


- he there thus ſpeaketh, Burhe that ſhall blaſpheme 


. foundaconſenter thereto : butalas! theſe thoughts 


WY -Yyerc agaiat the Law of Xvſes, from whic 


mine might-be that ſin unpardonable, - of which 


againſt the Foly Ghoſt, hath never for. iveneſs, but 
isin dan er oſeternal damnation, Mar. 3. Aad I did 
the rather give credit to this,becauſe of that ſen- 
tence in the Hebrews, For you bnzw how that after- 
wards, when he -would have inherited the Bleſsing, 
he was rejefted ; for he found ne place of repentance, 
thouzh he ſouzht it carefully with tears: For this 
ſtack always with me. | 
132. And now began I to labour to call again 
time that was paſt, withing a thouſand times twiee 
told, that the day was yet to come, when I ſhould 
be tempted to fuch a fin ; concluding with great 
indignation, both againſt my heart and all affaults, 
how I would rather haye been torn in picces,than 


and wiſhings, and reſolyings, were noiv too late 
to-help Mc ; the thought had paſſed my heart, 


God hath let me go, and I am fillen: O, thought | 


t, that tt was with me as in mcnths paſt, as in the 
anys when God perſecuted me ! Job 29. 2. 

133. Then again, being loth and unwilling to 
periſh, T began to compare my fin. with others, to 


fee if [could find that any of thoſe that are ſaved 
' had done 2s Thad done. So I conſidered David&s| 
| Adulteryand Murder, and found them moſt hai-þ fi 
'nous crimes, and thoſe too committed after Light j, at 


| Sa 


and Grace received; but yet by conſidering, I per-} 


| iþ ceived that his tranſgreſsions were onely ſuch at / 
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to thr Chief of Sinnevs. | 
Lord Chriſt could with the eonſent of his Word - 
deliver him : but mine was againſt Goſpel, yea 
againft the Mdiator thereof, } had” ſold my 
Saviour, ; 7 

134. Now again ſhould I be as if racked upon 
the Wheel : When I conftdered, that beſides the 
euilt that poſſeſſed Me, I ſheuld be ſo void of 
Grace, ſo bewitched : What, thought I, muſt it 
be no fin but this? muſt it needs be the zreat tranfe 
zreſſon? Pſal, 19.13. Muſt thar wicked one touch 
my Soul? 1 Foehn 5. 18, O what ſtings did I find 
in all theſe Sentences ! 

135 What? thought 1, is there but one fin 
that is unpardonable ! but one fin that laycth the 
Soul without the reach of Gods mercy, \ and muſt 
I be guilty of that! Is there but one fin amongſt 
ſo many millions of fins, for which there is no 
forgiveneſs, and muſt I commit this ? Oh ! unhap- 
py {ia ! Oh unhappy MM Theſe things would 
ſo break and confound my Spirit, that I could 
not tell what to do, I thought at times they would 
have broke my wits, and ſtill to aggravate may 
miſery, that would run in my mind, Tou know | 
how that afterwards, when he would have inherited 
the bleſsing, he was rejefed. Oh! none knows the 


« terrors of theſe days but my ſelf, 


135, After this, I came to conſider of Peters | 
fin which he committed .in denying his Mafter ; 
and indecd this came nigheft to, mine,ofany that | 
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I could find ; for he had dented is Saviour as I 
after Light and Mercy received 3: yea,. and: that 
too, after warning given hun :. I alſo conſidered 

that 


af7 Gzace abonnding 
> thathedid it both once and twice and: that afte" 
time to conſider betwixt. But though I put a 

theſe circumſtances together, that it poſſible I 
might find help, yet I confidered again, that his 
was but . denyd!l of his Maſter, but mine was 4 
' . ſelling of my Saviour. Wherefore I thopght with 


E. either to David or Peter. EL 

Fo 4 137. Here agata, my torment-would {lame out, 
and afili& me; yea, it would grind me, as it 
were, to powder, to confidcr the preſeryation of 


For in my thus confid-ring of other Mens fins,and 
comparing of them with my own, I could -eyidently 
fee God preſerved them notwithſtanding their 
Wickedneſs, and would not let them, as he had 
Ict Me, become a Son of Perdition, 

138. But O how did my Soul at this time prize 


ple, Ah,. how ſafely did I fee them walk, whom 
God had hedged in, they were within his care, 
proteRion and ſpecial prayidence : though they 
were full as bad as I by nature, yet becauſe he 
loved them, he would not ſuffer them to fall 
without the ratige of Mercy: but as for Me 7 was 
gone, I had done 1t, he would not preſerve Me, 
cor keep Me, but ſuffered Me, becauſe I was a 
8 Reprobate, to fall as 7 had done. - Now did thoſe 
blefſed places that ſpeak of Gods keeping his 
Pevple, ſhine hike the Sun before Me,.. though 


4.1 ſtate and heritage of thoſe whom the Lord had 
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with my ſelf, that I c une nearer to Judas, than | 


God to:;vards others, while I fell into the ſnare : | 


the preſervation tinat GSd did ſet about his Pev- | 
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[F not to comfort Me, but to ſhew Me the blefled | 
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| to the Chief of Sinners 21> 
ef'd 139. Then again, [ began to compare my fin © 
F, with the ſin of Fudas, that if poſsible I might 
If find that mine differed from that which in truth 
1s | is unpardonable ; and, O thonghtT, if it ſhould be 
a! butthe breadth of an hair, wh a happy condition 
| is wy Soul in! and by conſidering, T found that 
nj Fadas did his intentionally, but mine was againſt 
my ſtrivings 3 beſides, his was committed with 
t;Þ much deliberation, - but mine in a' fearful hurry, {| 
tf on a ſudden. Thus I was toſſed to and fro, -like -Þ 
f } the Locuſts,- and driven from trouble to forrow 3 
: | hearing always the found of Eſau's fall in. mine 
d'} ears, and of-the dreadful conſ-qu2nces thereof, 
y 140. Yet this conſideration about . Fudas.” his 
r | fin, was for a while ſome little relief unfo me's 
{1 1. for I ſaw I had not, as t> the Cireumſtances,tranfs --- 
| greſſed ſo foully as he 3 but this ws quickly gone 
again, for I thought with my ſelf there might be 
more ways than one to commit the unpardonable 
| fin; alfo I theught that there might be degrees 
of that,1s well as of other tranſgretfions ; where- 
fore, for ought I yet could perceiye, this iniquity * 
of mine migitt be ſuch is might never bepaſſed by. 
141. F was often now aſhamed that I ſhould be 
like ſuch an ugly man as Judas : I thought: alfo *: 
how loathſome I ſhould be unto all the Saints at 
the Day of Judgementzinſomuch that now I could * 
ſcarce ſee a good Myythat I believed had a good - 
Conſcience, but.F:{ſhould feel my heart tremble. 
' at him, while I was in his preſence- Oh! now T | 
| ſawa glory in walking with God,and whata mercy 
it was to have a good Conſcience before him, * 
| 142. I 


—_— 


(2 BO otra es rn Tk. ut Bs Ree 3 mal wu wp xo 4 (ÞD 
6 


” 62 \ _ Gaace Abounding. 
F 142, I was much about this time tempted to 
content my ſelf, by receiving ſome falſe Opinion, 


as that therc ſhould be no ſuch thing as a Day of} 


Judgement; that we ſhould not riſe again, and 


that ſin was no ſuch grievous thing. The Tempter ? 


ſuggeſting thus. For 1f theſe things ſhould indeed 


be true, yet to believe otherwiſe ; would yield} 


you caſe for the preſent. It you muſt periſh,never 


torment your ſelf ſo niich before hand, drive the} 
thoughts of d:mning out of your mind, by poſ-| 


ſciſing your mind with ſome ſuch conclufions that 
Atheiſts and Ranters uſe to help: then:ſclves withal, 
43. But oh i when ſuch thoughts have paſfed 


thorrow my heart, how, as it were with a ſtep 


hath Death and Judgement been in my view. 
Me thought the Judge ſtood at the door, I was as 


if *twas come alredy - ſo that ſuch thiugs could | 


have no entertainment 3. but me thinks 1 ſee by 
this; that Satan will uſe any means to keep the 
Soul from Chiiſt. He loveth not an awakened 
frame of ſpirit, ſccuriry, blindneſs, darknefs, and 
error, is the very Kingdom and Habitation of the 


KS Wicked one. 


* 244. I found it hard work now to pray to 
God, becauſe deſpair was ſwallowing Me up. I 
thought 1 was as with a Tempeſt driyen away 
from God, for always when I cried to God for 
mercy, this would come 1n, 'its too late 3 I am 
loſt, God hath let Me fall not to my corre@ion, 


# but condemnation : My fin is urpardonable, and 


| I-know concerning Eſau, how that after he had 
i. fold his Birth-right, he would haye receiyed tht 
BE Blcſfing, but was rej:&cd. 145. Then 
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to the chief of Sinners. 63 


of x 483. Then was I ſtruck into a very great 

n, | trembling, \inſomuch that at ſometimes I could 
of} for whole dyys together feel my very body, as 

dj well as my mind, to ſhake and totter under the 

r?7 ſence of the dreadful Judgment of God, that 
d} ſhould fall on thoſe that have ſinned that moſt 
dF fearful and unpardonable ſin, I felt alſo ſuch {+ 
Tj a clogging and heat at my ſtomach, by reaſon of 
ef this my terrour, that I was, eſpecially at ſome - | 
| times, as if my breaſt-bone would have ſplit in } 
th ſunder, Then 1] thought of that concerning _ | 
| Fudas, Who by his falling head-lonz, burſt aſundet, | 
dh and att his bowels guſhed our, As 1, . © - |} 
'J 146. I fearcd alſo that this was the mark-that F 
+} the Lord did ſet on Caan, even continual fear and 7 


trembling under the heavy load of. guilt that he 
had charged on him tor the Blood of his'Brother 
Abel, Thus did I wind, and twine, and ſhrink 
| under*the burden that. was.upon me; *which - 
burden alſo did ſo oppreſs Me, that Icould neither 
| fland nor go, nor lye cither at reſt or quiet. 
| 147. Yet that ſaying would fometimes come 
| to mind, He hath received gifts for the rebellious, 
)þ Pal. 68. 18. The rebelli-us ; thought I,Why ſure-. 
ly they are ſuch as once were under ſubjeion to 
'| their Prince,cven thoſe who after they haye ſworn 
'| ſubjzQion to his Goverament, Hhaye taken up 
f Arms againſt him, | 
148. [This ſometimes 1 thought on, and ſhould 
| labour to take hold thereof 3 that ſome, though 
ft ſmall,rcfreſhment might have been conceived by 
'| "me: butin this alſo 1 miffed of my no 
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64 Gzace Abounding 
driyen with force beyond it, like a man that is 
going to the place of execution, even by that, 
plice where he would fain creep in,and hidehime 
felf, but may not. | 
' 149: Again, after Thad thus conſidered the ſins 
of the Saints in particular, and found mine went 
beyond them'; -. thzn I began to think thus with 
my felf. Set caſe 7 ſhould put all theirs together, 
and 'mine alone againſt them, might 7 not then 
find ſome encouragement ? | for if mine, though 
bigger than any one, yet: ſhould but be equ:l to 
all;then there 1s hopes - for that Blood that hath 
'vertue enough to waſh away all theirs, hath ver- 


| tuc enough to do'away mine, though this one be 


'full as big,:-if no bigger, than all theirs. . Here 


| again 7 ſhould conſider the fin of David, of S2le- 
mon, of Manaſſeh, of Peter, and the reſt of the great 


offenders, and ſhould alſo labour what I might, 
with fairneſs, to aggravate and heighten-their 
fins by ſeveral circumſtances. 


| 
150. I flonld- think with my ſelf. that: David 


ſhed blood to cover his Adultery and that by the 


* Sword of the Children of 47mm, a work that} 
| could not be done but by continuarice, deliberate 
Il contrivance which was a great aggravation to his 


ſm. 


theſe were but fins againft the Law, from which 


| there was a Jeſus ſcnt to ſave them, but yours 1s 
St againſt the Saviour, -and who ſhall ſave you from} 


&: that. 


151, Then I thought on Solomon, and a 


mn ts and ay Bane ff an. as my. 
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But then this would turn upon me: . Ah, but 
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| to the chief of Siuners. 65" 
ned, in loving ſtrange Women, in falling away to * 
their Idels, in building them Temples, in doing 
this after light, in his old age, after great Mer 
received: but the ſame concluſion that-cyt-Me 0 
in the former conſideration, cut Me off as to this: 
namely, that all thoſe were but Sins againſt the 
Law, for which God had proyided a remedy, but 
] had ſold my Saviour, and there now remained 
no more Sacrifice for ſin, 

-2, I would thenadd to theſe Mens fins the ſins. 
of aps 9 how that he built Altars for Idols in 
the houſe of the Lord, he alſo obſerved times, u- 
ſed inchantments, had to do with Wtzzards, was 

| 2a Witch, had his familiar ſpirits, burnt his Chil- 
dren in the fire in Sacrifice to Deyils; and made 
the ſtreets of Feruſalem ran down: with the blood 
of Innocents. Theſe thought I are great fins, ſins | 
| of a Bloody colour; but yet .it would turn again 
upon Me, they are none of them of the nature of 
yours, you have parted with Jeſus! yoiihaye ſold : | 
your Saviour! TRY 1 
153. This one confideration would always kill - 
my heart, My ſin was point blank az aint my Savior, 
and that too, at that height, that Thad in my heart- 
ſaid of him, Let him go if be will. O Me thought, 
| this fin was bigger then the ſins of a Country, of 
a Kingdom, or of the whole, World, no, ane par- 
donable, nor all of them together, was able ta e- | 
qual mine; mine:out-went them cyery one. 
154; Now 7 ſhould feel my mind: t0.tlee from ' 
God, as fromthe face of adteadfuli Judges: yetthis | 
=748 ty torment, 6 could = cſcape bis hand: ( It 
: is. 


| 


— 


: 6&6 Gzace abounding 
is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the livin: 
Goz, H-b, 10. ) But bleſſed be his Grace, that 
Scripture in theſe tlying fits would call as running 
after Me, I have blotted out, as a thick Cloud thy 
tr anſareſsiens, and as a vlhud thy ſins :- Return unty 

, ne, for I have redeemed thee, Iſa. 44. 22, But 

| / could not return, but fled, thoug'1 at ſomctimes it 
cried, Return, return, as if it did hollow after Me: 
But I feared to cloſe in therewith, leſt it ſhould 
not come from God, for that other w..s ſtill ſoun- 
ding in my Conſcience, Fr you knyw how that af- 

-ferwards, when he would have inherited the Bleſsing, 
he ws rejetted, &c. | 
155. Oaceas |-was walking in a good Mins Shop, 
 þemoaning to myſ2If in my (2d and doleful ſtate, 
 afffiting my ſelf with abhorrence for this wicked 
an ungodly thought : limenting alſo this hard 

ap of mine, for that I ſhould commit ſo great a 

$ fin, greatly fearing I ſhould not be pardoned ; 

| priying alſo in my heart, that if this ſ1n of mine 

did ditfer from that againſt the Holy Ghoſt, the 

| Lord would ſhewy it Me: and being nov ready to 

WH ſink with fear, ſuddenly there was as if there had 

4 ruſhed in at the Window, the noiſe of wind upon 

Wt Mc; but very pleaſant, and as if [ had heard a yoice 

| ſp2aking, Didſt ever refuſe to be juſtined by the Blood 

Mt of Cri ? and withal, my whole life of profeſſion 
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Wt was made to ſee, that dehignedly Thad not, fo my 


power that word of God upon Me, See that ye refuſe 
| thin nt that ſpeateth, Heb. 12. 24. What this wa 
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paſt, was in a moment opened to Me, wherein I } 


| f heart- anſwered groiningly, No. Then fell with | 
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' then what here I ſhould be loath to fpeah. But verily 
| - that ſudden ruſhing wind, was as if an Angel had 


| O *tivas hard for Me to bear the face. to pray to 
\F this Chriſt for Mercy, againft whom Zhad, thus 
> moſt} vilely ſinned ! yet I knew. this 'muſt'be the 


vs T7. Which when the Tetnper perceived, he 


—_ 


to thz Chief of Sinners. | : 67 * 
I know not : I have not yet in twenty years time, 
been able to- make a Judgement of it. 7 thought 


come upon Me ; but both 1t and the Salutation T 
will leave until the day of Judgement, only this 7 
ſay, it commanded a great calm in mySoul, it per- 
ſwadcd Me there might be hqpe 3; It ſhewed me, as 
I thought, what- the fin unpardonable was, and 
that my Soul had yet the bleſſed priviledge toflic 
to Jeſus Chriſt for M:rcy. But I ſay, concerning 
this diſpenſation, I know not whatyetto'ſay unto 
it, «hich was alſo in truth the cauſe that at firſt I 
did not ſpeak of it inthe Book. Ido nowalſ{oleave ' 
it to be thought on by Men of ſound Judgeiment. 
I lay not the ſtreſs of my Salvation thereupon but 
upon the Lord Jeſus in the Promiſe 3 yet ſeeing T 
am here unfolding of my. ſecret things, I thought 
it might not be altogether. inexpedienr-to let this 
alſo ſhew it ſelf, thought I cannot now-relate the 
Matter as there Idid experience it, This laſted in 
the ſavour of it, for about three or four dayes, and 
then I began to miſtruſt, and to defpur again; 
156, Wherefore ſtill my life-hung in doubt be- _ 
fore Megnot knowing which way Tſhould tip ; onely 
this found my Soul deſire, even to caft it felf at 
the-foot of Grace by prayer and ſupplication. But | 


wayzifer-mercy was no where cle. 


G 2 ſtrongly 


ſtrongly ſuggeſted to Me, That I ought nat to pray th 
; God, for Prayer was not for any in my caſe,neither coul; 
' #t ds me good, becauje I had rejefted the Mediator, by 
' whom all Prayers came with Acceptance to God the 
= Mather, and withour whom no Prayer could come inty| 
| "has preſence : wherefore now to pray is but to add ſin v1} 
fin : Tea now to pray, ſeeing God hath cat you off, is| 
the next way to anzer and offend bim more than eve 
you did before. 

158. For God (C faidhe _) hath been weary of you 
for theſe ſeveral years already, becauſe you are none 1 
his; your bawling in his ears hath been no pleaſant woicel 
fo him,and therefore be*ll let you ſm this ſin, that you 
might be-quite cut off, and will you pray $1 ; This 

the Devil urged and ſet forth that in Numbers, 
- when Moſes 1aid to the Children of Jraze!, That 
becauſe they would not go wp te poſſeſs the Land, when 
God would bqve them, therefore for ever-after he did 


might with tears, Num. 14. 36, 37,0. 

159-: As *tisfaid in another place, Exod. 21. 14: 
'Fhe Man that fins preſumptuouſly, ſhall be taken from 
.God*s Altar, that be may die; Eyen as oab was by 
- Ring Solomon, when he thought to find ſheſterthere, 
" x Kings 2.27, 28: Oc. Theſe places did pitch Me 
very ſore, yet my caſe being deſperate;T tht 
with my ſelf, I can but die, and if it muſt -be fo, 
85 it ſhall once be Laid, that ſuch a one dictt at'the 
foot of Chriſt inprayer 3 this I did, but with-great 
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bout Eſau would be ſet at my heart, even like a | 
flaming Sword, to keep the Way of the Tree oh 
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harr them out from thence ,, though thaxprayed tha | 


WF difficulty, God doth know ; for ſtill that ſaying a+ | 


Life, | 
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the 160, I did alſo defire the Prayers of the People 
wy of God for Me, but I feared that God would give 
ty} them noheart to do it; yea I trembled in my ſoul - 
i} to think that ſome or other of then ſhortly would 
#4 tell me, that God had ſaid thoſe words to them, 


—w 2 So ona. wo << 


bas a 4 
- 


- - 
Life, leſt I ſbould take thereof, and live. O'who: 
d knows how hard a thing I found it tocome to God 


to the chief of Sinners. 


| in Prayer / 


that he once did ſay to the Prophet concerning ' 

the Children of 1ae!, Pray not for this People, fer I 

have rejefed them, Jer. 11. 14. So, Praynot for him 
| for I haverejeded him : Yea, I thought that hehad 
whiſpered this to ſome of them already, only they 
durſt not tell Me fo,ncither durſt I ask them of it, 
for fear it ſhould be ſo, it would make Me quite 
beſides my ſelf. Man knows the beginning of ſin, (aid 
Spira) but ho bounds the iſſues thereof / 

+ 161, About this time took an opportunity, to - 
break my Mind to an Ancient Chriſtian ; and told 
him. all my caſe. I told him alſo, that I was afraid 
| that I had finnedtthe fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt 3 
and he told me, he thought ſo fog, Here therefore I£ 
had butcold.comfort, buttalking alittle more with 
kim, I found him, though a good man, a ſtranger 
to much combate w the Devil, Wherefore 7 wetiit - 
to God. again as well as I could, far mercie ſtil. ; 

$24:Now alfo did the Tempter begin to mock 

me in.my miſery, ſaying, That ſeeing I had thus 
parted with the Lord Jcſus and provocked him to: 
diſpleaſure who: would have ſtood between my! 
Soul, and the flame of deyouring, fire ; there w 


— 
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W but one way,. and that was, fo pray that Ga: 
'G the 


75 Gract abounding: 
the Father would be the Mediator b*twixt his $6 
and me, that we might be reconciled again, and 
that I might have that bleſſed Benefit in him that 
His bleſſed Saints enjoyed. 

.163. Then did' that Scripture ſeize upon 7 


I faw *twas as cafic to perſivade him to make a 
new World, anew Covenant, or new Bible beſide 
that we hayc already, as to pray for ſuch a thing: 

this was to perſiwade him, that what he had done 
already, was.meer folly, and to perſwade with 


Salvation 3 and then would that ſaying rent 
wy Soul aſunder, Neztber 2s there Salvation in ary 
other, for there 1s none o'her Name under Heaven, 
given among} men, whereby we muſt be ſaved, A&@ 
4» 12. | : 

154. Now the moſt free, and full, and gracious 
Words of the Goſpel, v:cre the greateſt torment 
to mie; yea nothing ſo afflicted me as the thoughts 


4 9a. 
0 how” c 


Soul, He is of one mind, and who can turn him ? Oh| 


_ —_— 


mW 


him to alter, yea, to diflanull the whole Way off 


—— 
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, of Jefus-Chriſt ; for the remembranceof a Savior, 
- becauſe I had caft kim off, brought both the villa- 
| my of wy fin, and my loſs by it, to mind; O tr 
- Fad top'be deſtroyed by the Grace and mercie of 
"God; to haye the Lamb, the Saviour, turn Lyon, 
> and Deftroyar, Rev..6. T alſo trembled, as I haye 
Tard. at the ſight of the Saints of God, eſpeciallic 
at thoſe that greatly loyed' hitn, and that made it 

their-buſineſs to walk continuallic with him in this 

= world: for they did bathin their words, their-car- 
$ riages, and all their expreſsions cf tenderneſs 20d 

ws fear to fin agauuft their precious-Say1or, condemry 


UT ei 8 
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j 


| lay } 


n 
0h mock my Soul, ſaying, that Chriſt in 


X 
ne | 
th 

of | 
nth 


, | 


*t 
liy guilt upon, and alſo add continual afflition and 
ſhame unto my Soul. The dread of them was put u- 
pon me; and I'trembled at Gods Samuels, 1 Sam, 
IS, 4: 

.. 16g. Now alſo the Terpter degen afreſh to 


to the Chief of Sinners. 


cecd did pity 
my caſe, and was ſorry for: my Loſs : But for as - 


af much as I hid ſinned, and tranſgrefsed as I had 


done, he could by no means help-Me, nor ſave, Me 
from what I feared ; For my fin was not of the 
nature of theirs, for whom he bled and died, nei- 
ther was it counted with thoſe that were laid to 
his charge when he hanged-on the tree - therefore 
unleſs he ſhould come down from Heaven, and-die 
anew for this ſin, though izdeed he did greatly 
pity Me, yet I could have no benefit of him.. 

155, But O-how this wouldadd to my atffition 
to conceit that I ſhould be guiltie ofſuch a fin, for 
which he did: not die. Theſe thoughts wauld. ſo 


{ confound Me, and impriſon Me, - and! tie Me up 


from Faith, that I knew not what to do :: but oh, 
thought F, that he would come down again / O 
that the 'work of Mans Redemption was yct-to be 
done by Chriſt ! Hey would | Pray him, and in | 
treathim to count and reckon this {1a amongſt-the 


| reſt for which he diced ? But this would-ſtrike Me 


down, Chriſt being raiſed fiom the dead, dieth no - 
more : Death hath no more Dominion over him, Roms 
6. 9. ee Hs "6 Wn 

167, Thus by the ſtrange and- unuſual Aﬀſaults 


| ofdhs tempter was my Soul like a broken Veſſel, | 


ryen,. as with the Wands, and toffed ſometimes 
head 


- 


P © Grace Aboundiag 
- , head-long into deſpair, ſometimes upon the Coye. 
nant of works, and ſometimes to wiſh that the new] - x: 
Covenant, and the conditions thereof might ſo.farſ. tl 
forth as I thought my ſelf concerned, be turned} H 
another way, and changed. But in all theſe, 1 waz y 
but as thoſe that jolle againſt the Rocks, more bro-{ 
ken, ſcattered and rent. Oh, the unthought off n 
\, imaginations, frights, fears, and terrors that are f 
effe&ed by a thorow application of guilt, and yiel 
ding to deſperation. This is the Man that hath hi 
dwelling among the tombs with the dead; that is 
alwayes crying out, and cutting himſelf with ſtone, 
Mark 5..1, 2, 3. ButTfay, all in vain, deſperation 
will. not comfort him , the old Covenant will not] 
ſayc him. Nay, Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs away 
before one jot or tittle of the Word and Law of 
- Grace ſhall fail or be removed : this I ſaw, this 1 
felt, and under this I groaned. Yet this advantage 
I got thereby; namelic, a further confirmation of 
the certainty of the Way of Salvation, andthat 
the Scriptures were the Word of God. Oh! I caw 
not now expreſs what then I ſaw and felt of the 
ſteadineſs of Jeſus Chriſt, the Rock of Mans Salva- 
vation, what was done, could not be undone, ad- 
ded to nor altercd;. indeed fin might driye the Soul 
. beyond Chriſt, even the ſin which is unpardonable 
but woe to him that was ſo driven, for the word 
would ſhut him out. - 

168. Thus was I alwayes finking, whatever I] 
did think or do. So one day I walked to a neigh] 
boring Town, and ſat down upon a Scttle in the 
Street, and fell into a yery deep pauſe abt 


Ag =  aaA% M3 I. DI 


= an ems CO . 4. an fs wy a ww = 


moj 


6s al 


- 
TO 


I 


to the chief of Sinners. 73 
moſt fearful ſtate my fin had brought me to; and 
after along muſing, I lifted up my head, but re 
- thought I ſaw as if the Sun that ſhineth in' the 
| Heavens did grudge to giye light, and as if the 

very ſtones in the Street, and tiles upon the Hou- 
ſes, did bend themſelves againſt me. Ohow happy 
now was every creature over I was! for they ſtoud 
 fift, and kept their ſtation, butT was goneand loſt, 

169. Then breaking out in the bitterneſs of 
my Soul, I ſ:id to my ſelf, with a gricvous ſigh, 
How ean God comfort ſuch a Wretch as I? I had no 
ſooner ſaid it, but this returned upon me, as att 
eccho doth anfiver a yoice, This fin 1s nt unto death, 
| At which I-was as if I had been raiſed out of a 
| Grave, and cried out again, Z»rd, hw couldft thok 

find out ſuch a word as this For 1 was filled with 
admiration at the fitneſs, and aſſo atthe unexpets 
edacſs of the ſentence. 

170. Now I was in hopes that my fin was not 
unpardonable, but that there might be-hopes for 
Me to obtain forgiveneſs, But O how Sitan now 
did lay about him, for to bring Me down again ? 
But he could by no means do it, neither this day, 
nor the moſt pirt of the next ; for this good ſen» 
{ tcace ſtood like a Mil-poſt at my back. Yet tos 
| wards the evening of the n<xtday, I felt this word. 
begin to leave me, and to withdraw its ſupports» 
tion from Me ; and fo I returned to my old fears —- 
| again, but with a great deal of grudging and pee- 
viſhneſs, for I feared the ſorroxw of its: | 
| ' 71, But the next day at cyening,being under | 
fears, I went to ſeek the Lord; and as I 
prayed | 


< 


E794. G2ace Abounding | 

prayed, I cried to him in thefe words; O Lord; Ifrey 
beſeech thee ſhaw Me that that thiu hait loved Mido! 
with an everlaſting love, Jer. 31. 3. hac 
T had no ſooner ſaid it, bu*. with ſweetneſs if ] c 
refuined upon Me, T have loved thee with an everfce 

Laſtinz Irve. Now I went to hed in quief,. all 
when I awaked the next morning, it was freliff ſtu 
upon my Soul, - 
_* 172, But yet the Tempter left Me not, fort 
could not be ſo little as an hundred times, that hef ta 
that day, did labor to break my peace. O the m, 
combats and conflidts that I did then meet with'{ wc 
as I ſtrove to hold Hy this Word, That of Eſat wi 
would tlie 1n my-fice like to lightning : I ſhould beſ he 
ſometimes up and down twentie times in an hour, it, 
Yet God did. bear me up, and keep-my heart upon{ fo 
this word, from which I had alſo for ſeveral dayes] di 
together, yery much ſweetneſs and comfortable{ #4 
hopes of pardon. -For thus it was made out to Me, | he 
'  T loved thee whilſt thou was committing this ſin, I loved 
*\ Fhee before, 1 love thee flill, and I will love thee for an 
EVEer. Al, 
. - 193. Yeti ſaw my ſin moſt barbarous, and 1 at 

* filthie crime, and could not but conclude, and that 
with great ſhame and aſtoniſhment, that Thad hor-] L 
ribly abufed the Holie Son pf God, wherefore 1] tl 
felt my Soul greatly to loye and pity him, and wy? 
bowels to yearn towards him : for I ſaw he was] g1 
 ſlillmy Friend, and didreward Me good for evil: | 
yea, the Love and Aﬀe&ion that then dfd burg) bt 
' within to my Lord and Sayiour Jeſus Chriſt, did! ſt 
work at this time ſuch a ftrong and hot defif@vpd 
reyenge: | 


w 


| _ to the Chief of Sinners. . 75. 
4, Ireyengemeht upon my ſelf for the abuſe I had 
fdone unto him, that, to ſpeak as then I thought, 

had I a thouſand galloi:s of blood within my veins, 
5 if 1 could freely have ſpilt it all at the command and 
vFfeet of this my Lord and Saviour, 
Go ' 174. And as I was thus in muſing, and in my 
if ſtudies how to love the Lord, and to expreſs my 
'$love to him, that ſaying came in upon Me, If thou 
ritf Lord , ſhould/t mark iniquity, O Lord , who ſhould 
het ſtand ? but there is forgiveneſs with thee, that thou 
thej mayeſt be feared, Pſal. 130. 4, Theſe were good 
hi} words to Me, eſpecially the latter part thereof, to 
af wit, that there 1s forgiveneſs with the Lord, that 
bef he might be feared; that is, as then 7-underſtood 
{ it, that hemight be loved, and had 1n reyerence; 
0nj for it was thus made out to Me, That thegreat Gad 
&[ did ſet ſo high an efteem upon the love of his poor crea- 
le] tures, that rather then he would go without their love 
& | he would pardon their tranſereſsions, | 
di] 175. And now was that word fulfilled on Me, 
o} and I was alſo refreſhed by it, Then ſhall they be 
aſhamed and confounded, and never open their mouth 
ay any more becauſe - of their ſhame, when I am pacified 
towards thee for all that thou haſt done, ſaith the 
-| Lord God, Zech. 16. 365. Thus was my Soul at 
IT this time (and as I then did think for: ever ) fet 
' Tt Liberty-from being afflifted with. my former 
guilt and amazement, © 1N, 1A 0 Rk 
- 176. But before many Weeks were over, I 
| began to deſpond again, fearing, leſt notwith-. 
ſtanding all that I had enjoycd, yet 7 might be 
deceived and deſtroyed at the laſt : for this con- 
|. _ fideration 
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E Fiicration came ſtrong into my mind , That what 


Wherefore I 
my former comfort, and to conſider whether onel. 


* Guace Abounding 


eyer comfort and peace I thought I might have 
from the Word ot the Promiſe of Life 3 yet unleſs 
there could be found in my refreſhment a coneur 


"rence and Agreement in the Scriptures, let Me 


think what EF will thereof, and hold it never fg 
faſt, I ſhould find no ſuch thigg at the end : Fo the 
Scriptures cannot be broken, John. 10. 35. 

177- Now began my heart again to.ake and fex 
I might meet with Diſappointment at the laſt 
an with all ſeriouſneſs to examin 


that had ſinned as I had done, might with confi 
dence truſt upon the faithfulneſs of God laid dow 


1p:thoſe Words, by which I had been comfonted | 
and on which I had leaned my ſelf; but now wa[ 


broughtthoſe ſayings to my Mind, For 7t 7s impiſ 
ſable for thoſe who were once enlightned and have t afted 
the Heavenly Gift , and were made Partakers of the 
Hhly Ghoſt, and bave.taſted the god word of God, and 
the powers 2 theWarld te come; if they ſhall fall ang 
to renew them again unta rzpentance,Heb,s. For ; 4 we 
fin wilſully, after we have recerved the knowledzye i 
the truth, there.remains no more ſacrifice for ſin, but « 


certain fearful looking for of Fudgement and fiery in-l 


diznation, which fall devour the Adverſaries, Heb 
10, Even as Eſau, who for one morſel of meat ſold bu 
Birthright ; for you know how that afterwards whe 
he would have inherited the bleſsimg, be was rejedted, 
for he found m.place of Repentance, though he ſought 
carefully with tears, Heb. 12. 


178. Now was the Word of the Goſpel JIE | 


fron 


| to the chief of Sinners. m7 - © 
from my ſoul, ſo that no Promiſe or Encourage- * 
# ment was to be found in the B:ble for Me 3 And 
now weuld that Saying work upon my Spirit to 
afflit Me,Rzjozce not, O Iſrael, for joy, as other people, 
Hoſ. 9. 1. For I ſaw indeed there was cauſe of re _ 
joycing for thoſe that held to Jeſus : but as for Ne * 
I had cut my ſclf off by my tranſgreſſions, and left 
my ſelf neither foot-hold nor hand-hold amongſt 
all the ſtaycs and props in the precious Word of 
Life. | 
179..And truly I did now feel my ſclt to fink 
nef into a gulf, as an Houſe whoſe foundation is de- 
4 firoyed. I did liken my ſelf 1n this condition unto 
the caſe-of ſome child that was fallen into a Milk- 
pit, who though it could make ſome ſhift to ſcrable -* 
| and ſpraul in the water; yet becauſe it could find 
neither hold for hand nor foot,therefere at-laſt it 
muſt die in that condition, So ſoon as this freſh 
aſſault had faſtned on my Soul, that Scripture 
i* came into' my. heart, This for many dates, 
Dan, 10. 14. And indeed I found it was ſo :-for 
T could not be delivercd nor brought to peice a- 
off gain, untill well-nigh two years and an half were 
+1 compleatlic finiſhed. Wherefore theſe -Words,. : 
r.4 though in themſelves they tended to diſcousage- _ 
þ.l ment, yet to Me, who feared this condition would 
4 be eternal, they were at ſomctinesasaftihelp and 
af refreſhment to Me, | ei 3 
4 180. For thought I, many days arenot for eyer, | 
\ many days vill have an end, therefore ſeeing I was + 
to be affiidted not a few but many days, yet I was | 
giad-it. was but for many days, Thus, I ſay, I _ | 
| F! . Fecal | 


Giace Abonnding- 


-. recal my ſelf ſometimes, and give my ſelf a help; 


for as ſoon as ever the Words came in, at firitt 


kner my trouble would be long, yet this would 
be but ſo-netimes, for I could not alwayes think 
en:this, nor eyer be helped though I did. | 

181. Now while theſe Scriptures lay before. Me 
and laid fin anew at my Door, that ſaying in the 
cighteanth of Zybe, with others, did encourage Me 
to prayer : then the Tempter aglin laid at me ve- 
 - rv ſore, ſuggeſting, Toa? neither the Mercy of God, 


__ 


> 


ae 


ar yet the Blord of Coriit, did at all concern ne, nu} 


could they help me for my ſin : yet, thought I, 1 will 
Pray 3 but ſaid the Tempter, your ſin is unpardo- 
mble. Yet ſaid 1, I will pray, So I went-to pray- 
ci, to God ;- and while I was at prayer I uttered 
words.to this .cffe&, Lord, Satan Tells me, that 
either thy mercy, my Chriſts Blood isſuffi-ient to ſaw 
any Soul : Lord, ſhall 1. honour thee moſt by believing 
thou wilt and canſt, or by believing thou neither wilt. 


_ #hw wilt and canſt, 
-+ 122: And as Þ was thus before the Lord ; that 


tdi... 


wor canſt ? -L1d, Iwould fain honour thee by believing | 


CY 


_— 
. 


| Scripture faſtned on my heart, | 0 Man great it" 
 #hy Faith ) Mats. 15. 28. Eyen as if one had clapt 
t Men the back, as I was on my knees before God, 
| yet I was not able to believe this till almoſt fix 
months after, for I could not thinkthat Ihad Faith 
' or that there ſhould bea word for Me to a& Faith 
.on ; therefore 7 ſhould ſtill be, as ſticking in the 


We jaws of deſperation, and went mourning up and 


down in a4ad condition. 


© x83, There was nothing that Tlonged for more,. F 
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then ' 
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a5 I was vehemently defiring to know if there wag: 


- not : ſomething alſo there was upon my. heart av 


y* 


' or eight at nightz and at laſt, when I was, as it 
. were, quite worn out with. fear leaſt 'it ſhould not 


'# Word of Gad cuuld Sel Me,that piece. ofa Scn- 
2 


to the chief of Sinners. - 7% 8 
then to be put out of doubt as to this thing, and 5 


hope, theſe words camerowling into myMind,wilf © 4 
the Lord calt off for ever, and will he befauourablen 
mere ? Is his mercie clean zone for ever ? Dath his 
promiſe fail for evermore ? Hath God forgotten: to be 
gracteus? hath he in anzer ſhit up his tender mercies, . | 
Pſ.77.7,8,9.and all the while they ruin my mind, : Þ 
me thought had this ſtill as the anſiver : 'Tis  ' 
queſtion whether he hath or no; It may behe hath 


the ſame tine which I cannot now: call.to minde, 
which with this text did ſweeten my heart, and 
make Me conclude that his mercte might not be 
Quite gone, nor clean gone for ever. 

184. At another time remembred I was again 
much under this Queſtion, Whether the blood of. } 
Chriſt was ſufficient to ſave my Soul ? In which © 
doubt I continued from Morning till about'ſeyen 


lay hold on me, theſe Words did ſound ſuddenly 
within me, #e is able : but methought this Word 
Able, was ſpoke loud unto Me, -it ſhewed a great 
Word, it ſeemed to be writ in Great Letters, and 
gave ſuch a juſtle to my fear and doubt, ( I mean 
or tlie time it tarried with me, which was about 
a day ) as I never had from that, all my life ci- 
ther before or after that, Heb. 7. 25. .*_:..- | 
135. But one morning when I wasagainatprays 

er, and trembling under the fear of this, that no 


tence 
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Sentencedarted 


- and Trouble preſently ; Peace now, and before 


' and then, but my whole ſeven weeks experience: 


TT nah 


 . would come in with this Scripture more fully on 
my heart, to wit, that he would help Me to apply] 


no farther, it anſwered my former queſtion, to} 
| wit, that there was hope ; yet, becauſe for thee, Þ | 
was left ont, I was not contented, but prayed te 
- God for that alſo : wheretfore one day as I was it 
q 


Grace abounding 


to fend his word ! for about a fortnight before, [ 
waslooking on this very place, and then I thought 
it could not come near my Soul with comfort and 
threw down my Book in a pet, I thought it wa 
Rot-large enough for Me; but now it was as if it 


had arms of Grace ſo wide, that it could not one 


ly incloſe Me, but many more beſides. 


- 186. By thefe words EF was ſuftiined, yet not! p 
without exceeding confli&s for the ſpace of leyen; | 


or cight weeks : for my pace would be in it and 
-out ſometimes twenty times aday : Comfort non, 


could go a furlong, as full of Fear and Guilt as & 
ver heart could hold ; and this was not only nov 


for this about the ſufficiency of Grace ; and that of 


Kjau's party with, his Birth-right would be likef 


2.pur of Scales win my mind, ſometimes one end 


| would be uppermoſt, & ſometimes again the other, ] 


gccarding to which would be my peace or trouble} 
.187. 1hercfore I did ſhill pray to God that he 


the whole ſentence 3 for as yct it only helped me! 
thus far, myGrace is ſufficient 5 and thought it came. 


cl in upon Me, fy grace is ſufficient. Att » a 
= ghisme thought 1 felt ſome ſtav,as if there mighth 


| Ws 
be hopes : But O how good a thing is it for God 
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to the chief of Sinners; ”- 


\t[ - a Meeting of Gods people full of ſadneſs and ters# 
hth ror, for-my fears again were ſtrong upon Me, and. 
dF. as I was now thinking my Soul was neyer thebet- --. 2 
[.. ter, but cared {:d and fearful, theſe words 1 
it} did' with great power ſuddenly break in-upon Me, 
1 AM Grace is ſuffictent for thee, my Grace is ſufficient _ 
af for thee, my Grace is ſuffictent for thee, three times 
tF together : and O! mc thought that every Word 
&} wasa mighty Word unto me 3 as my, and Grace, 
-&F'- and ſuficient and for thee : they were then, and 
ft} ſometimes areflill, far bigger than others be. 


Yap 
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n_ 188. At which time, my ——— was ſo 
df enlightned, that & was as though I had ſeen the 
,f Lord Jcſus look down from Heayen through the 


[} Tiles up2n Me, and dire theſe words unto Me 
>| this ſent me mourniovg home, it broke my heart, _ 
nw] and filled me full of joy, and laid me as theaduft, ' 
:{ only itſtaid not long with me, Tmean'tnthis glo-. 
fj ry and refreſhing comfort, yet-it continued with 
ef me for ſeycral Weeks, and did encourage Me ta: 
(f hope, But ſo ſoon as that pawerfuloperation of it 
| wastaken of my heart, that other about Eſan, re- 
ef turned upon me as before 3 ſo my fouldid-hang as- 
ef in a pair of ſcalcs again, ſomettmes'\up, andſpme- ©: 
1] times down, now 1n peace , and anon again-i 
1] terror. xe 35 hn 
4 189, Thus I went on for many. weeks, fome« { 
*] times comforted, and ſometimes tormenited; and - 
> eſpecially at. ſametimes my. torment-would be ye- - 
, # ry fore, for all thoſe Scripcures fore-named in the 
Hebrews would: be ſet before Me, as the only ſene- : 
tences that would keep me out of Heayen, Them * 
 E3 gan: 
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bp. BA. Gtace abounding } 
=” apain I ſhould begin to repent , thav ever that zþ 
= Sought went thorough me 3. I ſhould alſo think - F 
- thus with my ſelf, why, how many Scriptures are F 
E there againſt me? there is but three or four, and } 
- * £annot God miſs therc,and aye me for all them ? 
Sometimes again I ſhould think, O if 1t were not 
* for theſe three or four Words, now how mightT F 
& becomforted! and I could hardly forbear at ſomes /; 
F times, but to wiſh them out of the Book. 1 
© 150. Then me thought I ſhould ſee as if both; 
Peter, and Paul, and: Fohn, and all the Writers did F. 
look with ſcorn upon me, and hold me inderiſion; | 
and as if they faid unto me all our wordsare truth, | 
one of as much force as another 3. it 1s not we } 
; that havecut you off, but you have caſt away your 
ſelf; there is none of our ſentences that you muſt þ 
take hold ypon, but theſe, and ſuch as theſe; 1: is o}; 
ampoſsible there reinains m1 inore Sacrifice for Sin, þ 
Heb. 6. And it had been better for thein not to have 
known the will of God, then after they have bnown it 
$0 turn from the Hely Commandment delivered unte. | 
zhem,Heb.1o.#or the Scriptures cannot be broken, 2 | 
Pet, 2, 21. | 
I91, Theſe, as the Elders of the City of Re- |, 
fuge, I ſaw were to be the Judges both of my cafe, | 
and me, while I ſtood with the avenger of blood F 
at my hecls, trembling at their Gate for delive- ? 
rance 5 alſo with a thouſand fears. and miſtruſts, { 
\] 


that they would: ſhut me out for ever, Fvſh. 20.3. 

- 1192, Thus was Iconfounded,not knowing what 

| todo, nor how to be ſatisfied in this Queſtion ; *? 

; wWhethor-the Scriptures could agree in the Salvation of 7 
44 , my 
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. Scriptures would. meet in my heart at once,. I wonder 
' which of them would get the better of me. So Me 


to the chief of Sinntrs. "Y $3. KN 
my Soul 2 Tquaked at the Apoſtles; I knew their. 4 
Words were true, and: that, they muſt ſland/for * 


. 193. And Trewember one day, as I wavindi- 
verſe frames of Spirit, and: conſidering thattheſe 
frames were ſtill according to the, nature ofthe 
ſeveral Scriptures that came in upon my Mind : if 
this of Grace, then T was quiet : But if. that of 
Eſau, then tormented. Lord, thought T if both theſe 


thought, I had a longing mind that they might 
come both together upon me 3 yea Ideflred of 
God they might. | 
194. Well about twoor three daysafter, ſo they | 
did indeed ; they bolted both upon me at a time, : 
and did work and ſtruggle ſirangely in me for a+. þ 
while : atlaſt, that about Ejau's birth-right began } 
to wax weak, and withdraw, and yaniſh ;.and this 4 
about the ſufficiency of grace prevailed withpeace } 
and joy. And as I was in a muſe about this thing, . 
that Scripture came home upon Me, Mercy rejoj- Þ 
ceth againſt judgement, James 2. 13, - _. | 
195, This was a wonderment to Me, yet truly | 
{.am apt to:think it was of God, for the Word of 3 
the Law and Wrath, muſt give place to.the word I 
of Life and Grace ; becauſc though the Word of ? 
Condemnation be glorious, yet the Word of Life: 
and Salvation, doth far excced in Glory, 2 Core; 
3.8, 9, IO, LI. Mark 9. 59 6, Ts Fohn 6, 37. Alſoi 
that Moſes and Elias muſt both,vaniſh,' and-leavey 
Chriſt and his Saints alonc. Db” 
| | 196. Thy 


no ways caft out. O the comfort that I have had 
from this word, in ne ways; as who ſhould ſay, by 
no means, for nothing, what ever he hath done, 


rank, that had not done as I had done. But I 
- ſhould anſwer him again, Satan, here is in. this 


any him, him that cometh to me I will in no ways caff 
oxt. And this I well remember ſtill, that of all the 
- lights thatSatan uſed to take this Scripture from 
| Mc, yet he never did ſo much as put this queſtion, 
-- But do you come arizht ? And T have thought the. 
- reaſon was, becauſe he thought I knew full well, 
. what coming was 3 for I ſaiv that to come aright, 
: was to cone as I was, a vile and ungodly ſinner, 

| and to caſt my ſelt at the feet of Mercy, condem- 
ning my ſelf for ſin ;.if ever Satan and I did ſtrive 
| for any. Word it was for this in Fohn + he pulled, 
and I. pulled, but God be praiſed, I got ſome 
Gveetneſs from it. - ; : 

'- 197, But, notwithſtanding all theſe helps and 
{ blefled words of Grace, yet that of Eſav's ſelling 
of his _ would ſtill at times diſtreſs my 
Conſcience - for though I had been moſt ſweetly. 
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eame into Mind, 'twould make Me fear: again. I 


be with Me:wherefore now I went another way to 


EY Grace Abounding 5 
E-. 196. This Scripture alſo did now moſt ſweetly 
+ viſit my Soul, And him that cometh to me, I willin 


But Satan would greatly labour to pull this pro- : 
miſe from Me,. telling of Me, that Chriſt did nor F 
mean Me, and ſuch as 7, but Sinners of a lower 


word'no ſuch exception, but him that comes, him, '\ 


comforted, and that but juſt before, .yet when that 
tould not be quite rid thereof, "twould every day 
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F TI had freely leftthe Lord Jeſus Chriſt to his choiſe, 
+ whether he would be my S:viour or no, for the 


| 


4 85 
work, even to confider the Nature of this blaſ- *#% 
' phemous thought, I mean, if I ſhould take the 6 
. words at the largeſt, and give them their own na- ' } 
'F tural force and ſcop-, eyen every word therein : 
So when I had thusconfidered, I found that ifthey 


- leave thee nor forſabe thee, Hed. 13. $5. O-Lord, ſaid 
I, but have lcft thee ; then it anſwered again, 
_ But I will not leave thee, For this Ithank God 


? 


| did meet:with,that-in the twentieth of. Foſhuah, 
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to the chief of Sinners. 


were fairly taken, they wonfd amount to this, that 


the wicked words were theſe, Let him zo if hewill. . 
Then that Scripture gave Me hope, I will never 


alſo. 

x98, Yet I was grievous afraid he ſhould, and 
found it exceeding hard to truſt him, feetng Thad 
ſo ofended him: I could havebeen exccedingglad 
that this thought had neyer befillen, for then I 
thought I could with more cafe and freedom a- 
bundanec haye leaned upon hisGrace : [ ſee tt-was 
with Me as it was with 79ſeph's Brethren, the 
guilt of their own wickedneſs did often filt them  } 
with fears, that their Brother would-at laſtdefpiſe $ 
them, Gen. 50. 15. 15, 17, 18. CY = 
.. .I99. But above all the Scriptures that-I. yet 


” 
* 


he:cateſtigoifort to Me, which ſpeaks of 


was t 
the flayer:that wi: to flie for refuge. '- 4nd. if the | 
Avenger, Bipg purſue the Slayer, then, ſaith 7 
Mofcsp oleftllgture the Elders of the City of Refuge, 
ſhall not deffoerShim into his hand 5 becauſe he ſmote } 


his'Nighbnur unwittinzly, and hated him not afore--{ 
1 > ; time. | 
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EIT, © Grace abounding 0 
= tine: O bleſſed be God for this word! I was cons | 


vinced that I wastheSlaycr ; andthatthe Avenger | 
of Blood purſued Me. I fclt with-greater terror; jof 
onely now 1t remained that I enquire, Whetherl for 
haye right to enter the City of Refuge? Sol found; } He 
That he muft not, who-lay in Wait to ſhed Blood ; | &d 
but he who unwittingly, or that did unawares (hed {be 
Blood,eyen he who did not bate his Neighbour before, | W| 
Wherefore : 1:So 
280. I thought verily I was the man that muſt | bl, 
enter, for. becauſe I had ſinitten my Neighbor {-ov 
unwittingly, and hated him not afore-time. I hated 
him not afore-time, no I prayed unto him, was } 
tender of finning againſt him; yea and againſt thi | co 
wekedtemptation, Ihad ſtrove fora twelyemonth | ch 
before, yea, and alſo when it did paſs thorow my þ to 
+ heart, it did in ſpight of my teeth: Wherefore 4 d 
k& . thought I had right to enter this City, and the f ar 
Elders, which are the Apoſtles, were not to de- |} I 
$ -hver Me up. This therefore was great comfort to | de 
| Me, and did give Me much ground of hope. m 
' / 201, Yet bcing very critical, for my ſmarthad | th 
| made Me that I knew not what ground was ſure | d 
| enough to bear Me, I had one queſtion that my | ® 
- Soul did much defire to be reſolved about 3 and J tc 
. that was, Whether is be pile for any Soul that hath \ © 
indeed finned the unpardonable ſm, yet after that to | 
receive, thouzh but the leaſt true ſpiricaal comfort from | vl 
God through Chrift ? The which after I had much. | ly 


—__—— 


- cofifidered I found the anſwer was, No, theycould  Qc 
not: and that for theſe Reaſons : \ it 
© 203. Firſt, Becauſe thoſe that have finned that . 1 


ſig, 
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to the Chief of Sinners. 355, 
n- | fin, they aredeb.arred a thare inthe Blood of Chriſt,” "= 
er-jand bcing ſhut out of that, they muſt needsbe yojd WV 
r3 } of the leaſt ground of hope, & of ſo ſpiritual com- | 
r1 $fort, for 70 ſuch there remains ny more ſacrince for ſm, 
d, { Heb. 10. 26, 27. Secondly, Becauſe they are deny- 
{; | &d a ſhare in the Promiſe of Lite: they ſhall neyer 
ad {be forgiven, neither in this world, nor in that 
e 1 which is to come, Metth. 12.3t.- Thirdlic, the 
1Son of God excludes them alſo from a ſhare-in his 
1 blefſ:d Intercefſion, being for ever aſhamed to 
wn them both before his holy Father, and: the 
d |} bleſſed Angels in Heaven, Mark 8. © 
s} 204. When | had with much deliberation 
> | conſidered of this matter, and could-not but con- 
1 
f 
| 


1 } clude that the Lord had comforted Me, and-that 
| + too after this my wicked fin : then methought'L 
4 durſt venture to come nigh unto thoſe moſt fearful 
* f and terrible Scriptures, with which all this while 
- | I had been ſo greatly affrighted, and on which tn- 
| | deed before I durſt ſcarce caſt mine eye, (yea halt} 
much ado an hundred times to forbear wiſhing of # 
- them out of the Bible, for I thought they would Y 
| deſtroy Me) but now, I ſay, I began to take ſome. 
; meaſure of incouragement, to come cloſe tothem 
to read them, and conſider them, . and to weigh 
| their Scope and tendency, | 
5 205. The which when I began to do, I found 
| their yiſage changed; for they looked not ſogrim- þ 
| ly as before I thought they did : And firſt 1 came 

| to the axthof the Hebrews, yet trembling for fear 
\-it ſhould ſtrike Me ; which when 7 had confidered, 
+ I found that the falling there intended, was a fal- 
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G1ace Abounding 
» that 1s, as I conceived, a falling | 
-” from, and an abſolute denying of the Goſpel, of | 
-. reniflion of ſins by Chriſt, for, from them the &-. |, 

ſtle begins his argument ver]. r. 2, 3. Secondly, |, 

found that this falling away muſt be openly, even 
n the yiew of the World, even ſo as to put Chriſt 
fo an open (hame. Thirdly, I found that thoſe he } 
there 1inteadeth, 'were for ever ſhut up of God | 
both in bliadneſs,hardneſs,and impenitency: It i 
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impoſſible they ſhould be renewed again untorepentance, | 7 
By all theſe particulars, I found, to Gods cyerlaſ- 
ting praiſc, my fin was not the fin in this place | p 


intended. 
206.. Then Tconſidered that in 


the tenth of the 
Hebrews, and found that the w#lfal ſin there mer- 
tioned, 15 not every wilful fin, but that fin which. 


doth throw off Chriſt, and then his commandments 


fore two or three witneſſes, to anſwer that of the 
Law, verſ..28. Thirdly, this fin cannot be commat- | 
ted but with great Deſpite done to the Spirit of 
Grace 3 Geſpiting both the diſſwaſtons from that 
fin, and the perſwaſions to the contrary : But the 
Lord knows, though this my fin was deviliſh, yet 


it d{d not amount to theſe. 


207. And as touching that in the twelfth of the 
Hebrews, about Ejaus felling his Birth-right, though | 
this was that which killed Me, and ſtood like 4 
ſpear againſt Mc ,yet now I did conſider, Firlt, 
That his was not a haſty thought againſt the .con- 
tinual labour of his mind ; but a thought conſcts |- 
ted to, and put in praftice likewiſe, and that 209 

- after 


| jo 
too, Secondly, that muſt alſo be done openly, be- | t 
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_ after ſome deliberation ; Gen. 25, 
| was a publick and open aftion, even before his 
| Brother, if not before many more 3 this made his 
; fin of a far more hainous nature then otherwiſe it 


*. 
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to the Chief of Sinners. ON 
ads Secondly, It 


would haye been. Thirdly, He continued to flight 
his Birth-right: He did eat: and drink and went hs 
way ; thus Eſau DESPISED his Birth-r1zht : yeag 
twenty years after he was fonnd to deſpiſe it ſtil, 
And Eſau ſaid, 1 have enough, my Brother, keep thag 
thou haſt to thy ſelf, Gen. 33: 9. oo 
208. Now as touching this, That Eſau-ſonght '2 
place of repentance : Thus I thought : firſt, thiswas 
not for the Birth-right : but-.che' Bleſſing 5 this's 
clear from the Apoſtle, and is-diſtinguiſhed by-E- 


Cau himſelf, he hath taken away my birth-right, ( that . 
1s formerly ) and now he hath t ahen away my Blef- 


ſing alje, Gen. 27. 36. Secondly, Now this. bein 


thus conſidered, I came again to the Apeſile; to' * 


ſee yhat might be the mind of Godin4:new-Tef- 


tament ſtile and ſeriſe concerning Eſur's fin; (and = 


ſo far as Icould conceive this was themind of Go#, 
That the Birth-rigbt ſignified Regeneratjon,-and the 
Bleſſing the Eternal Inheritance ; for ſo the Apoſtle 
ſeems to hint , Leſt there be any profane Perſhh, as 


* Efan, who for one morſel of meat ſold his Birth-right; - 
as if he ſhould ſay, leſt there be any Perſon among 


you that ſhall. off all thoſe bleſſed beginnings 
God that at-preſerit are'upon him, -it-order to'n 
new bwth, | leſt they -become as. 5/au,” everſtbe-re- 
jetted afterwards, when tliey would inherit the 


' 209% For watty there are, wha'its the day of 
ch [ | 
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2 Grace abounding ' 
& Grace and Mercy deſpiſc thoſe tariags which are 
- indeed the birth-right to Heaven, wh23 yet when | 
the deciding day appears, will cry as loud as Eſau, 
Lord, Lordopen to us, but then as Iſaac would not 
repent, no more. will God the Father, but will | 
Lay, I have bleſſed theſe, yea, and they ſhall be bleſſed, * 
but as for you ; Depart, you are workers of iniquity, 
Gen. 27. 32, ' Luke 13. 25, 26, 27. v1 

' 210, When I had thus conſidered theſe Scrip- 
tures, and found that thus to underſtand them; + 
.was not againſt, but according to other Scriptures; 
his ſtill added further to my encouragement and. | 
comfort, and alſo gave a great Blow to that Ob- 
jection, to wit, That the Scriptures could nt azree 
#n the Salvation of my Soul, And noiv remained on- 


ly the hinder part of tho Temp:ſt, for the thunder } - 
was gone beyond me, oncly ſome drops did ſtill | _. 
Temain, that now and then wauld fall upon Me: | 3 : 
byt becauſe - my- former frights and anguiſh were | 5 


| wery:lore-and deep, therefore it did oft befll me 
| Kill, 255 befulleth thoſe that haye been ſcarcd 
; withfire,l thought every voice was fire, fire ; every 
little touch would hurt my tender Conſcience, 
. 211. But one day, as I was paſſing in the field, þ 
” and that too with ſome daſhes on my Conſcience, |: 
F fearing leſt-yct all was not right, ſuddenly this | 
> fentence fell upon my Soul, Toy rizhteouſneſs, is it þ, 
| Afraven 5 and methought withall, I ſaw with the | 
| eyes of my Soul, Jeſus Chriſt at Gods right-hand, |. 
there, I ſay, was my righteouſncſs; ſo that where \ -,: 
ever 1 was, or what-eyer I wasadoing, God could 


not ſay of me, Ae wants my Righteouſneſs, for A 
W 


to the chief of Sinners. 91 
was juſt before him. I alſo ſaw morcoyer, that it 
| was not my good frame of heart that made my 
 þ Righteouſncſs better, nor yet my bad frame that 
- made my Righteouſneſs worſe : for my Righte-. 
+ ouſneſs was Feſus Chriſt himſelf, the ſame yeſterday, 
| fo day, and for ever, Heb. 13. 8. : 
212. Now did my chains fall off my Legsindeed? 
4 I was loofed from my afflitions and irons, my 
} temptations alſo fled away : ſo that from that time 
'$ thoſe dreadful Scriptures of God left off to trouble 
|, Me; now went I alſo home .rejoycing, for the 
-þ Grace and Loye of God ; So:when I came home,” 
+ FTlooked to ſee if I could find that Sentence, Th 
Rihteouſneſs is in Heaven - but could not find ſuc 
| a ſaying, wherefore my heart began to ſink again, 
_ | only that was brought to my remembrance, 1 Cor.” 
| 33. Heis made unto us of God, Wiſdom, Righteouf- 
neſs, San#ification, and Redemption; by this word I 
' ſaw the other Sentence true. E. = 
2r3. For by this Scripture, I ſaw the: Man 
Chriſt Jeſus, as he is diſtin& from us, as touchin 
his bodily preſence, ſo he is our Righteouſneſs an 
- Sanification before God, here therefore I lived, 
| for ſome time,. yery ſweetly at peace with God 
 thorovgh Chriſt ; © Me thought Chriſt! Chrift! 
- there was nothing but Chriſt that was before my-* -; 
ÞB eyes :. I was not now only for looking-ppgh this 
and the other benefit of Chriſt a part, as*of his Y 
© Blood, Burial, ' or Reſurre&ion, but conſidered 
I him as whole Chriſt; ashe in whoin all theſe, and 
all is: other Vertues, Relations, Ortices and 
' |} Operations met. together, and that on the right 
| | hand of God in Heaven. L'2' -.-*: 236 
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4 "Iz Grace abounding 


and that becauſe of this; Now I could look from 
my fclf to him, and ſhould reckon, that all thoſe 
Graces of God that now: were green on Me, were 
yet but like thoſe crackt-groats, and four-pence- 
half-pennies: that rich men earrs in their Purſes, 


when their Gold is in their Trunks at home: O,k } 


ſaw my Gold was in my Trunk at home! in Chriſt 
my Lord and Saviour! Now Chriſt was all; all my 
Wiſdom, all my Righteouſneſs, all my Sndtifica- 
tion, aud all my Redemption. 
© 21 ;.. Further, The Lord did alſo lead Me into 
- the myſtery of Union with his Son of God, that 
1 was. joyned to him, that I was fleſh of his fleſh, 
and bone of his bone, and naw was that a ſiveet 
word to. Me, ta Ejheſ. 5. 30. By this alſo was my 
Faith in him, amy Righteouſneſs, the more con- 
. firmed tro Me; for if he and I were one, then his 
\ Righteouſneſs was mine, his Merits mine, his Vi- 
Qory alſo: mine., Naw could I ſce wy ſelf inHea- 
ven and Earth at once. in Heaven by my Chriſt, 
by my Head, by my Righteouſneſs and Life, though 
on Earth by my Body or Perſon, | 
215. Now I ſaw Chriſt Jeſus was looked on of 
God, and ſhould alſo be looked upon by us as that 
common or publick-per{on, iawhom all the whole 
body of his Ele& are always to be conſidered-and 
{ reckoned, þ we fulfilled & Law by him, (died-by: 
' him, roſe from $ dead by him, got $-yictory over 
Sin,Death, $, Deyil,and Hell by him: when he died, 
we dicd, and ſo of his reſurreQion : Thy dead-men 
« 


214. Tivas glorious to Me to fee hisexaltation, | 
and the worth and preyalency of all his benefits, .| 
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| to the chief of Siuntrs. -*-7".aF 
ſhall live together with my dead body ſhall they ariſe, 
' ſaith he, Iſa. 26. And again,. After two days he will 
| revive us, and the third day we hall live in his ſight,.. 
' | Hoſea 6. 2. Which is now fulfilled by. the ſitting: 
' { down of: the Son of Man on the right hand of the+ : 
Majeſty in- the Heavens ; according to that ta@-the- 
' Epheſians, he hath raiſed us up together, and mage 15 
fit together in heavenly places in Chrift Feſus, Epheſ;; 
2. 6. | | 
217. Ah theſe bleſſed cenfiderations and Scrip-: 
tures, with many other of the like nature, were 
in thoſe days made toſpangle in minecyes;. Praiſe 
ye the Lord God in his Santtuary,. praiſe him in the: 
fir mament of his power, praiſe him for his mizhty as, 
praiſe him according to his excellent greatneſs, Plal. 
| ISOs" Is 2» 
- | 218. Having thus in few words given youa taſte 
+ |* of the Sorrow and Afﬀidtion that my Soul went - 
under, by the guilt and terror that-this my wick- 
ed thought did lay me under 3: and having: given 
you alſo a tauch of my Deliverance there from 
| and. of the ſweet and bleiſed comfort that I met 
(, with afterwards, ( which comfort dwelt about a 
| || twelye month with my heart,, to my unſpeakable 
| admiration ) I: will. new ( God willing ) before 
| LI,proceed any further, give you in a word or two, I 
1 What as | conceiye, was the cauſc of this tempta» WW 
tion 5. and alfo after that,. what advaiitage at-the If 
laſt it became unto my Soul. 51 5:2 
- . 219 or. $. cauſes, I conociyed they were princi- - 
} pally twozof which two alſo 1was deply convinced ; 
all the tune OY lay upon Me. The firſt _ | 
> 18] 3. or 
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| For that t 


 .- 'Grace abounding 
did not, when F'was 


ha & were tocome : for: 
though, as Fear fay in truth; ny Soul was much: 


inipriycr before.this fryal ſeized Me. Yet then+E- 


prayat only, be at the molt principally;: tor the 


removal of prefent troubles, and for treſhdiſco* 
- 'veries of love in Chriſt - which EF ſaw afterwards: 
was not enough to do ; I alſo ſhould have prayed * 


that- the great God would keep Me from the evil 
that was to cone. - - i 
220. Of this F'was m.de deeply fenfible by the 
praycr of holie David, who' when Hhe'was under 
preſent Mercy, 'yet prayed that God would hott 
him' back from ſm and temptation to come : For 
hen, ſaith he, ſal Th: uprizht, and-I fhall be in- 
nocent-from the great Tran{zreſirn, Plal. 19. 13. B 
this very Word was I gauled and condemned, 
quite thorow this long teinptation., ---* - 
2'2 I. That alſo was another. Word that did 


- much condetnn me for my folly, in-zhe-negle& of 


this duty, Heb. 4. #6, 'Let ns therefore come beldhy 


' #0 the Throne of Grace, that we may obtain mercy, and 
' find Grace to help in time of need; This E had not 
' done; and therefore was thus ſuffered to finand 
- Hall; according to what: 15 written , Pray that you 
enter not into temptation: and truly this very thing 

| $/x6-this day of Tuch weight and awe-upon Me, 


that 1 dare not, when 7 come before the Lord, go 


| off thy knees/unfill I intreat him for help and mer- 


ey againft the temptations that arc to-come: 5. and 


Ido beſeech-thee, Reader, that thou learn to be- 
& -- ; ware 


- 


s delivered from the - 
temptation that went befoxe, ſtill pray to God to- 
keep Me from ternptations that 


to the chief of Sinners. 95* . Þ 
beware of ny negligence by the afflitions that for 
this thing I did for days, and months, and-years; -þ 
with forrow undergoe. - - 5 agg 9) :- 
222, Another: cauſe. of -this teniptation was -} 
That 1 had tempted Gdd: 3 and' on this mannes +4 
* did I doit: Upon a time my Wife was great witty -* 
Child, and before her full time was come,her pangy * 
| as of 4 Woman in Travel, were fierce and ſtrong 
upon her, eyen as if ſhe would immediatly have 
fallen in 1ibor, and been delivered of an untimely 
| Birth : Now at this very time it ivas that T-had 
* | been ſo ſtrongly tempted to queſtion the being of 
| 
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God ; wherefore as my Wife lay crying by NY 
thinks 

mg in my heart, Lord, if thou wilt how remove this 
| fad affiitiin from my Wife, and cauſe that ſhe be no 
| anve troubled therewith this nizht, (and now were 
her pangs juft upon her) then F/hallknow that thou 
cati(t-dijcern the mo$F ſecret thought of the heart. - 
+ 223. I had poſoener faid it in my heart, but 
her pangs were taken from-her, and fhe was caſt 
tmto a deep fleep, and fo ſhe continued till mor- 
ning, at thisI greatly maryelled, not knowzng what 
+ to thiak, but after 7 had been awakea goodwhile 
| and heard her cry no more, I fell to flecpalſs: 
| So when bþ waked in the morning, it came upon .. 
} TNe;again, even what I had ſaid in my heart the JF 
Hafſt mght, and how the Lord had fſhewed-me that JF 
| te knew wy fecret thoughts,. which was a great If 
aſtoniſhment amo Me for ſeveral weeks after. - 3 

\ 224: Welt; about a year and an halfafrerwards Jl 
- ' that wicked ſinful thought, of which Lhave anos | 
CF cIOTE, 0 


aid, but'with all ſecreſy- imaginable- eve 
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before, went 
thought, Let Chriſt go if he will ;, ſo when TI was. 
fallen under guiltfor this, the nemembrance of:my. 


alſo come: upon Me with this:rctort, which alſo 
” Quiricd rebuke along with it; Now you may ſee that 
"God doth know the molt ſecret thoughts of the heart. 

Now you- may ſee that God doth. know the maſt ſecret 


F thoughts of the heart. 
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upon my ſpiritz.how becauſe that;Gideon tempted, 
God-with-his. Flcece both wet and: dry,..whea he 
ſ1ould have believed and ventured upon his-1word, 
therefore the Lord did afterwards ſo try. him, as 
t» ſevd him againſt an innumerable companie of 
\Encmies,. and that too as-to outward appearance, 
| withoutany ftrengh or. help, 7udg. 6: 7. Thus he 
- £-rved Me, and that juſtly, for L ſhould haye be- 
*- Feyed his Word, and not: haye put an if/upon:the 
ali-feeingneſs of God.. | 
.- £26, And now to- ſhew you ſomething of. the 
F. - advantages that I alſo have gained by. this 'temp- 
tation, - And firſt, by. this Ilwas made continually 


of the being: and glory of: God, and of his beloved 
Son -:; in the temptation before my ſoul. was per- 


wiſe, now was God and Chriſt continually-before 


; my face,. though not in a way of comfort, but-in 
a way of cxcceding dread and terror. The glory 


dabimes” as 

Es Sw 
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thorow my wicked heart, even this : 


other thought, and of the effe&:;thereof, would | 


- 225, And with this, that ofthe paſſages that 
were;betwixt the Lord, and his ſervant Gieon, fell . 


to poſſeſs. in my Soul. a'cry wonderful ſcaſc both, 


plexed with Atheiſm, but no» the caſe was other» | 


+ of the holineſs of God did at this time break Me 
r | ds 
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97. 
{ topicees, and the bowels and compiſion of Chrift 


\. every one did ))-more, I ſay, thaman Army offorty 


AA Ingen) 


to the chief of Sinners. 


did break Me as on the Whzel ; for I could not. 
confider him but as a loſt and rcje&:d Chriſt, the 
remembrance of which, was as the continual break- 
ing of my bones. -_ 
227. The Scriptures alſo were wonderful things, 
unto Me; 1 ſaw that the truth and verity of 
them, were the Kevs of the Kingdom of Heavenz 
thoſe the Scriptures ſayour, they muſt inherit bliſsz 
but th1ſe they oppoſe and condeinn, muſtperiihfor 
eyermore ; O this word, For the Scriptures cannot 
be broben, would rend the Cul of my heart? and 
ſo would that other, Whyſe ſins ye-remit,; they are 
remitted; but whoſe ſins ye retain, they are;retained : 
Now I ſaw the Apoſtles to be the Elders of the: 
City of Refuge, Foſh.20.4. thoſe that they were te 
reccivein,were received to Life ; but thofe Gra 
ſhut out, were to be ſlain by the avenger of Foxy 
222. Oh!. oneſentenee ofthe $cripuredid move: 
afſli& and terrifie my mind, I mean thoſeſentences; 
that ſtood againſt Me ( as ſometimes I thought they 


thouſand men that might haye come againſt Me: { 
Wo be to him againſt whom the Scriptures bend! JF 
themſelves. - | ERS 

229. By this temptation I was made ſee more-Y$ 


into the Nature of the Promiſes, than ever I was | | 


(9 


before: for [lying now trembing underthe mighty: 
hand of God, continuallie tore: agd: rent by the {8 
thundering of his Juſtice thismade Me withcare-- ji 
ful heart, and watchful eye, withgreat fearfulneſs,, | 
fo turg over cyeric leaf, and with much diligence. | 
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Grace Abounding 
- mixt with trembling, to conſider eyerie ſentence, 
' together with its natural force and fortitude. 
230. By this temptation alſo, 7 was greatlie 
holden off my former foolifh praftice, of putting 
by the VVord of Promiſe when it @ame into my 
mind : for now, though I could not ſuck that com- 


* at other times, yet, like to a man aſinking, Tſhould 

- eafch at all I ſaw : formerly I thought I might not 

- -mcddle with the Promiſe, unleſs I felt its comfort; 

{ but now 'twas no time thus to do, the avenger of 
- blood too hardly did purſye Me. ; 

231. Now therefore Þ was glad to catch at that 
word, which yet I feared I had no ground nor 
_ right to own, and even to leap into the boſom of 

that Promiſe, that yet I fear'd did ſhut its heart 
againſt Me. Now alſo I ſhould labour to take the 
, Word as God hath laid it down, without reſtrain- 
. in the natural force of one ſyllable thereof - O 

what*did 1 now ſee in that bleſſed ſixth of Fohn, 
And him that comes to me, Twill in no wiſe caſt out / 
Fohn 6 37. Now I began to conſider w my ſelf,that 
God had a bigger mouth to ſpeak with, than 1 
ad a heart to conceive with; I thought alſo with 
” my ſelf that he ſpake not his words inhaſte, or in 
an unadviſfed- heat, but with mfinite Wiſdom and. 
Judgement,: and in a very truth and faithfulneſs, 
2 Sam. 3. 28. E"ZE) ZY4 x | 
« 232, IT ſhould im thefe dayes, often in my great- 
eſt agonies, even flounce towards the Promiſe (as 
the Horſes do towards ſound ground, that yet ſtick 
in the mire) concluding, ( though as one almoſt 
PS | bercft 
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fort and ſiweetneſs from the Promiſe, as I had done 
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bcreft of his wits through fear _) on this I will reſt 3 

and ſtay, and leaye the fulfilling of it to the God  Þ} 
of Heayen that made it, O! many a pull hathmy {} 


| heart had wichSatan, for that bleſſed 5th of ohn : 


I did not now, as at other times, look principally 
for comfort, ( though, O how welcome would it 
have been unto Me! |) But now a word, a word 
tolcan a weary Soul upon, that I might not {ink 
for cyecr. 

233, Yea, often when I haye been making to 
the promiſe, I have ſcen as if the Lord would re- 
fuſe my Soulor eyer 3 I was often as if I had run 
upon the pikes, and as if the Lord had thruſt at 
Ne, to keep me from him, as with a flaming [iyord, 
Then I ſhould think of E/ther, who went to peti- 
tion the King contrary to the Law, Eh. 4.16. 1 
thonght alſo, of Benhadad's Seryants, who went 
with ropes upon their Heads to their Enemies for 
mercy, 1 Kings 20. 3I, c.. The Woman of Ca- 
naan alſo, that would not be daunted, though cal- 
led Dog by Chriſt, Mar. x5. 22. Fc. and the Man 
that went to borrow bread at midnight, Luke 1. 
5, 6, 7, I. (3c Were great encouragements unto 

(I | 

234+ 1 never ſaw thoſe Heights and Depths in 
Grace, and Loye, and Mczrcy , as I ſaw after this 
temptation : great ſins do draw ____— Grace 3 
and where guilt is moſt terrible and ficree,. there 


the mercy of God in Chriſt, when ſhewed to the + 
Soul, appears moſt high and mighty; When Fob 
had paſted through his captivity, he had tzrice as 
, much as he had before, Job 42+ 10+ Riefſed be _- 


. > Wee" 
oo ah Boy's - ” 
> —_ ” v3 3 4 4 


OO WED NY IP oe BRISTOL IR noi FACED Pe, ng rn ot, TT 


At a 8 ab. Zane {lar nin feud. 2 th 


ME s *% tbh arr? » 


100 Y 
for Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Many other things 
. might here make obſervation of, but I would be 


'begin with what [ met with when I firſt did joy 
1n fellowſhip with the people of God in Bedford, | 
{ - After I had propoundcd to the Church, that my 
defire was to walk in the Order and Ordinances of ,|. 


f - while Ithought of that bleſſed Ordinance of Chriſt, | 


/ his death, that Scripture,Do his in —_—_ | 


Gzace Aboundiug 


brief, and therefore ſhall at this time omit them; 
and do pray God that my harms may make others 
fear to offend, leſt they alſo be made to beat 
the iron yoak as I did. | 
I had two or three times, at or about my deli- 
werance from this temptation, ſuch ſtrange appre- 


— 


henſtons of the Grace of God, that I could hardly | 


bear up under it 5 it was ſo out of meaſure ama- + 


Zing, when [ thought it could reach Me, that] | 
do think, if that ſenſe of it had abode long upon -þ 
Me, it would have made me uncapable for hw | 


ſincſs. 


235, Now TI ſhall go forward to give you are | 
F lation of other of the Lords dealings with me, of 4 
t Hisdealings with me at other ſundry ſeaſons, and | 


of the temptations 1 then-did meet withal, I ſhall | 


Al— 
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Chriſt with them, and was alſo admitted 'by them, 
which was-his laſt Supper with his Diſciples before | 


3c, Luke 22. 19. was made a very precious word | 
unto Me ; for by it the Lord did come downupon ! 
my Conſcience with the diſcovery. of his death for | 
my fins, and as I then felt, did as if he plunged | 
me ia the vertue. of the ſame. But behold, T had | 


not been long a partaker at that Ordinance, Ps 
. duc 
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. did cat thereof : that leſt I ſhould at any time be 


to the Chief of Siuntrs. 10% 
ſuch fierce and ſad temptations did attend me ab 
all times therein, both to blaſpheme the Ordinance, 


and to wiſh ſome deadly thing to thoſe that then 


guilty of conſenting to theſe wicked, and fearfull 
thoughts, 1 was forced to bend my ſelf, all the 
while, to pray to God to keep Me from ſuchblaſ-" 
phemies: and alſo to cry to God to bleſsthe Bread 2 
and Cup to them, av it went from mouth tomouth. F 
The reaſon of this temptation T have thought fince, Þ 
was, becauſe I did not with that reyerence as be= F 
came Me at firſt, approach to partake thereof. , *} 
235, Thus | continued for-three quarters of a bi 
Year, and could neyer have reſt nor caſe 3 butat 
laſt the Lord came in upon my ſoul with that ſame Þ 
Scripture, by which my ſoul was viſited before 2, | 
and after that, I have been uſually yery well atid: . } 
comfortable in the partaking of that blefſed Ordi- J 
nance,: and:haye, I truſt, thercin' diſcerned the 
Lords. Body-.as broken for my ſins, and that hispre- 
ci0us Blood hath becn ſhed for my tranſgreſſions, 
237. Upon a time I was ſomewhat inclining to 
a Conſumption, wherewith about the Spring, IL 
was ſuddenlie and violentlie ſeized, with much 


| weakneſs in my outward man ; inſomuch that I 


thought I could not live. Now began I afreſh to 
glye my ſelf up to a ſerious examination after my 
ſtate and condition for the future, and of my evi- | 
dences for that blei{-d VVerld to come. For it 

hath, I bleſs the: Name of God, been my uſuall j| 
courſe, as alwayes, ſo eſpeciallie in the day of | 
affiition, to endeavour 'to keep wy intereſt in J# 
M17, = | K Life 1 
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Grace abounding 


Life to come, clear before mine eye. 


238. But I had no ſooner begun to ree1ll to - : 


mind my former expcrience, of the goodneſs of | 


God to my ſoul, but there came flocking into my 


- . mind, an jonumerable company of my (ins and 

tranſgreſſions, amongſt which theſe were at this Þ 

* time moſt to my afflition, namely, my deadneſs, f 

> dulnefs, and coldneſs in holy Duties; my wand- # 

riegsof heart, my weariſomneſs in all good ow, q, 
e 


my want of loye to God, his wayes and Peop 
with this at the end of all, Are theſe the fruits of 
Chriſtianity ? Are theſe the tokens of a bleſſed man ? 


239. At the apprehenſion of theſe things, my :| 


fickneſs was doubled upon Me, for no:v was1 ſick 


in my inward man, my ſoul wasclog'd with guilt; | 
now alſo was all my former expcrience of God's | 


ones to Me,quite taken out of-my mind, and 


id as if it had never been, nor ſcen : Now was | 


my foul greatly pinched between theſe. two confi- | 


derations, Live I muft n1t, Die I dare not + Nowl 


—er— 


— — 


ſunk and fell in my ſpirit, and was giving up all | 
for loſt; but as I was walking up and down in the * 


houſe as a man in a moſt woful ſtate, that Word 
of God took hold of my heart, Te are juſtified freely 


' by his Grace, throuzh the redemption that is in Chrilt 
Feſus, Rom. 3. 24. But oh what a turn it made 


ypon Me. 


240, Now was 


Tas one awaked out of ſome | 
troubleſome ſleep and dream, and liftaing to this } 
Heavenly ſentence, I was as if I heard it thus ex- ) 
| -pounded to Me; Sinner, thou thinkelt that becauſe if | 
| rby ſins and infirmities, Tcanmt ſave thy foul; _ 
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to the chief of Sinners. 103 
hold, my Son is by me, and upon him I'looh, and nqt on * - 
thee, and will deal with thee according as Tam plea» 3 
jed with him. At this I was greatly lightned inmy -.F' 
mind, and made to underſtand thatGod could juf+- 
tifie a ſinner at any time, it was but looking upoly +2 
Chriſt, and imputing of his benefits to us, and the 
work was forthwith done. | 4 

241. Andas I was thusin amuſe, thatScripture 3 
# came with great power upon my Spirit, Not by * 
'' Works of righteouſneſs that we have done, but accor= | 
ding to his mercy he hath ſaved us, &c. 2 Tim, 1. 9. 
| Ti:.3. $5, Now was I got on high, I ſaw my ſelf : 
within the arims.of Grace and Mercy 3 and though. 
I was before afraid to think of a: dying hour, yet : 
| pow I cryed, Let me die: Nos Death was loyely - - 
and beautiful in my fight, for I ſaw we ſhall never: * :; 
live indeed till we be gone to the other world. O, me - 
thought this life is but a ſlumber, in compariſon : 
of that above; at this time alſo I ſaw more 1achoſe 
words, Heirs of God, ( Rom. 8. 19. ) Then cyer I 
ſhall be able to expreſs while I live in this world 1 
Heirs of God | God himſelf is the portion df his 
Saints, This I ſaw and wondred at, but cannot 
tell you whatI ſaw. Fa _— 
242, Again, as I was af another time very 111 
and weak, and all that time al the Tempter did 
beſet me ſtrongly, ( for I find he's wuch for af- 
, 4+ faulting the ſoul, when it begins to approach ta- 
, 4 wards thegrave, then is his opportunity) labour- 
1ng- to: hide from me my former ' Experience of | 
Gods goodneſs: Alſoſctting before me the terrors 
of Death,and þ Judgment of God ; infomuch, that 
- K 2” | at 
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104 _-" Grate abonnving 
at this time, through my fear of miſcarrying for 
ever ( ſhould I now die ) I was once dead before 
Death came, and did as if t had felt my ſelf alrea- 
- dy deſcending into the pit ; me thought, I ſaid, 
E - there was no way: but to hell I muſt : but behold, 
 Juſtas I was in th2 midſt of thoſe fears, theſe words 


E-of the Angels carrying Lazarus into Abrahams bo- 
-. fom, darted in upon me, as who ſhould ſay, So is 
* fhall be with thee when thou doeſt leave this World, 
This did ſweetly revive my ſpirit, and help me to 
hop? in God 3; Which when TI had with comfort 


muſed ona while, that word fell with great weight 


Grave, where is thy viftory? x Cor. 15.55. At this 
F became both well in body and mind at once, for 
both my ſickneſs did preſently vaniſh, and I wal- 
ked comfortably in my Work for God ag2in. 
243. At another time, though juſt before I was 
pretty well and ſavoury in my ſpirit, yet ſuddenly 
there fell upon me a great cloud ofdarkneſs, which 
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that I was'as if 7-had never ſeen or known them 
in my. Life; I was alſo fo oyerran' inmmy Soul with 
a ſcnſcleſs heartleſs frm of ſpirit , that | could 
, not feel my ſoul to move or itir after Grace and 
+ Life by Chriſt ; 7 was as if my loyns were broken, 
} or as if my hands and feet had been tyed or bound 
F with Chains. At this time alſo I felt fome weak- 
{ ncſs/to ſeize up>a my outward man, which made 
t ſtill the other affliionthe more heavy anduncom- 
fortabls. | Ek, | 
244. After I had been in this condition ſome 


gid ſo hide from me the things of Gad and Chriſt, | 
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three 


upon my mind, O Death, where is thy ſlin:2 O 
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, three or four dayes, as I was fitting by the fire, T 


| - Me, I never had but few better ; I longed for the 3 


to the chief of Sinners, rog - 3 


ſuddenly felt this word to ſound in my heart,* ' 2 
ruſt go to Jeſus; at this my fomer darkneſs and A>" 
theiſm tled away, and the bleſſed things of Heavem® 
were ſet within my view 5 While I'was on-thi* 4 
ſudden thus overtaken with ſurprize ; Wife, Gig” 
faid I, is there ever ſuch a Scripture, I mu## go f#” ® 
Feſus ? ſhe ſaid ſhe could not tell? therefore I ſat. © 
mufing ſtill toſec if I could rememberſuch a place z 
f had-not ſat aboye twoor three minutes, but that 
came bolting in upon me, And ts an innumerable . 
company of Angels; and withal, Hebrews the twelfth- -; 
about the Mount Sion was ſet before mine eyes, A 
Heb. 12. 22, 23, 24» | i 
245. Then with joy I told my Wife, O ww Z# 
kno, I know! but that night was a good night to Þ 


company of ſome of God's people, that 1 might ÞF 
have imparted unto. them what God had ſhewed: F 
Me : Chriſt was a precious Chriſt to my Soul that” Þ 
night, I could ſcarce ly in.my Bed «for joy, .attd' þ 
peace, and triumph, through Chriſt ; this great | 
Glory did not continue upon Me untjt Morning, | 
yet the twelfth of the Author to the Hebrews, Þ 
Heb. 1/2.21,22,23. was a bleffed Scripture to Me F: 
for many days together after this. | 
246. The words are theſe;Tou ave come to: mount 
Sion, to the City of the living God, tothe Heavenly Je- 
reſalem, and to an innumerable company of-4ngels, to 
the general Aſſembly and Church of thefufi-bootWhich 
are written in Heaven, to God the- Fudzeigfall, and { 
to. the Spirits of juſt men made perſeft, and a 
K 3 Wor 
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G:ace abounding 


+ Abel. Throw this bleſſed Sentence, the Lord led 
me over and over, firſt to his Word, and then to 
wat, and ſhewed me wonderful Glory in every 


A Fs. 


ame of them, Theſe words alſo haye oft ſince this 


"We been great refreſhment to my Spirit, Bleſſed 
# be God for having mercy on Me. 


k. 4 brief account.of the Authors Call to the Work 
| of the Minſtry. 
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I will in this place thruſt in a word or 


& God's dealing with Me in that particular alſo: For 


' Chriſt our Lord; and inabled to yeyture my Soul 


| Comething of his will in his holy and bleſſed word, 
and had given Me uttcrance in ſome meaſure to 
; Expreſs what 7 ſaw,#9 others for edification 3 they 


7 would be willing at ſometimes to take in hand, 
| In one of the Meetings, to ſpeak a word of Exhor- 
> tation unto them. , 
| - 243. The which, thoughat the firſt it did w_ 

\ aſh 


| two concerning my Preaching the Word, and of 


+ after I had been about five or fix years awakened, 
- andhelped tq fec both the want and worth of Jeſus | 


Upon him: ſome of the moſt able among the Saints , 
- with'vs, I fay the moſt able for Judgement, and*+ |} 
| holineſs of life, as they conceived, did perceiye. 
; that God had counred Me worthy to underſtand 


; 2 »oSs ; ; 
& Zhe Mediator of the new Teftament, and to the blood | 
* of ſprinkling, that ſpeabeth better things then that of 


; 247, \ Nd now I am ſpeaking my Experience, | 


| defired Me, and that with much earneſtneſs, that 
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to the Chief of Sinners. x07: -. 2 
daſh and abaſh my Spirit, yet being ſtill by them. 2 
defired and intreated, I conſented to their re-  * 
queſt, and did twice, at twe ſeveral Aﬀemblies, 
C but in private _) though with much weakneſs 
and infirmity,, diſcover my Gift amongſt them > - 
at which they not only ſeemed to be, but did, + 
folemnly proteſt, as in the ſight of the greaft 4 
God, thcy were both affected and comforted, * 
| and gave thanks to the Father of mercies for the 
| grace beſtowed en Me. | 

249. After this, ſometimes when ſome of 
them did go tnto the Countrey to teach, they 
would alſo that 7 ſhould go with them ;3 Where, 
though as yet I did not, nor durſt not, make 
uſe of my Gift in an open way, yet more pri- 
yvately ſtill, as I came amongſt the good People -. ! 
in thoſe places, I did ſometimes ſpeak a Word F 
of admonition unto them alſo : the which they; A | 
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as the other, receiyed with rejoycing. at the Mer- 
cie of God to Me-ward , profeiſing their Souls 
were cdified thereby. phe ee Forieg 
P - 250. Wherefore, to be bricf, at. laſt, being 
.j# ftill defired by the Church, after ſome ſolemn 
{{ Prayer to the Lord, with faſting, -I was more 
particularly ealled forth, and appeinted to amore 

ordinary and publick preaching the Word, not. 
only to and amongſt them that belieyed, but alfo 
to offer the Goſpel to thoſe that had not yet re }! 
ccived the Faith thereof : About which timg 1 | 

did evidently find in my Mind a ſecret pricking | 
forward thereto : Though, I bl:ſ{s Gad, not for | 
defire of yaia glory, for at that tune 7 was moſt 
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x08: Grace abounding 
ſorely afflifted with the fiery darts of the Devil, 
concerning my etcrnal ſlate. | 
- 251+ But yet could not be content, unleſs} 
was tound in the exerciſe of my Gift, unto which 
alſo. 1 was greatly animated, . not only by the f 


The ITS 


nd ow =» ry wy 


& continual deſires of the Godly, but alſo by that 
»..- fying of Paul to þ Corinthians, I b:ſeechyou,brethren 
(ye know the houſhold of Stephanas, that it is the 
firſt fruits of Achaia, and that they have addifted 
themſelves ts the Miniſtry of the Saints _) that you 
ſubmit your ſelves unto ſuch, and to every one that 
helpeth with us and laboureth, 1 Cor. 15, 15. 16. 
. -2562. By this text I was made to ſee that the 
' Holy Ghoſt never intended that Men whe have 
Gifts and Abilities, ſhould bury them in the 
earth, but rather did command and ſtir up fuch 
to the exerciſe of their Gift, and alſo did com- 
; mend thoſe that were apt and ready ſo to do, 
> Fey have addicted themſelves to the Miniſtry of the 
+ Saints: This Scripture in theſe days did conti- 
. Nuallic run in my Mind to incourage Me, and 
- trengthen Me in this my work for God; I have 
been alſo incouraged from ſeveral other Scrip- 
_  turcs and examples of the Godly, both ſpeci- 
fied in the Word, and other ancient hiſtories, 
- Acts 8. 4. Of 18s 24. 25. (Fc. 1 Pet. 4. 10. Rom, 
42, 6, Fox Ads (F Mon. 
| -. 253. \Wheretorc, though of my ſelf, of all the 
Saints ithe moſt unworthy, yet I, but with great 
> fear and trembling at the ſight of my own weak- 9 , 
neſs, did ſet upon the work, and did according 
to my Gift, and the proportion of my Faith, 
"Ts preach | 
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© to the chief of Sinners. 
Preach that Bleſſed Goſpel that God had ſhewed 
Me 1n the Holy Word of Trath : Which when 


the Countrey underſtood, they came in to hear 


the Word by hundreds, and that from all 
though upon ſundry and divers accounts. 


109 © 


254. And I thank GOD, he gave unto'Me+= 


ſome meaſure of bowels and pity for their als} © 
which alſo did put Me, forward to labour with ©: 


srcat diligence and earneſtneſs to find out ſuch 
a Word as might, if God-would bleſs, lay hofd 
of and a.vaken the conſcience ; in which allo the 
good LORD had refpeR to the defire of his 
Servant : for. I had not Preached long, before 
ſome began to be touched and to be greatlte 
afflifted in their minds at the apprehenfion of the 
greatneſs of their fin, and of their need of Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

285, But I at firſt could not believe that God 
ſhould ſpeak by Me to the heart of 'any man, 
ſtill counting my felf unworthy, yet thoſe who 
thus were touched, - would love Me and have a . 
peculiar reſpe& for Me; and though 7 did put it 
from M- that they ſhould be awakened by Me, 
ſt'll they would confeſs it, and affirm it before 
the Saints of God ; they would alſo bleſs God for 
Me ( unworthy Wretch that T am ! }- and count 
Me God's Inſtrument that ſheiwed to them the 
Way of Salvation. - = 

255. Wherefore ſeeing them in both their 
words and deeds to be fo conſtant, and alſo in 
their hearts ſo carncſltly preſfing after the know- . 


ledge of Jeſus Chriſt, rejoycing that ever oo +; 
ia FT 
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” Io Grace- abounding 
; did ſend Me where they were: then I began to 
* - Sonclude 1t might be ſo, that God had owned in 
-- bis Work ſuch a fooliſh one as I 3 and then came 
hat Word of God to my heart with much ſiveet 
vcircſhment, The Bleſſin; of them that were ready* 
E8-periſh is come upm Me; yea, I cauſed the wi 
Egows heart to (ing for my, Job 29. 13. 
FF 75:257. At this therefore 7 rejoyced, yea, the - 
F tears of thoſe whom God did awaken by my, 
Preaching, would be both ſolace and encourage» 
ment to Me ; 'for I thought on thoſe Sayings, 
Who is he that mabeth Me glad, but the ſame 
that is made ſorry by Me ? 2 Cor.2. 2, And 
again, Though I be not an Apoftle to others, yet 
” doubtleſs F am unto you, for the Seal of my A- 
 poſileſhip are ye in the LORD, 1 Cor. 9. 2, 
| Theſe things therefore was as another Argument 
- Bmnto Me; that God had called Me to, and ſtood 

" by Mc in this Work. : 
Y - 258, In my Preaching of the Word, I took 
ſpecial notice of this one thing, namely, That 

e Lord did lead Me to begin where his Word if 
begins with ſinners, that is, to condemn all fleſh, P 
and to opcn and alledge that the curſe of God þ fa 
by the Law doth bclong to,_ and lay hold on all fc 
4 mens they come into the World, becauſe of fin. | © 
Now this part of my Work I fulfilled with great di 
ſenſe, for the terrors of the Law and guilt for | Gi 
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-. my tranſgreſſions, lay heavy on my Conſcience. f | | 
I — what I felt, what 1 ſfmartingly did t th 
+> fecl3* even that under which my poor ſoul did |. 


of 


+ groan aud tremble to aſtoniſhment. 
| : 259. Indeed ; 


+ 


to the chief of Sinners. . 117 

\ 259, Indeed I have been as one ſent to them 
from the dead 3; I went my ſ:If in chains to- * 

preach to them in Chains, and carried thit fire |} 
- | an my own Conſcience, that I perſwaded them 

' to beware of. I can truly ſiy, and that withogt . 7} 

* difſcmbling, that when T have bcca to —_ = | 

| | Þ hive gone full of guilt and terrour even to tl 1 

Pulpit-door, and there it hath been taken off, 


m_— 


' and I have been at liberty in my. mind until t 
have done my Work; and then immediately, 
{ even before I could get dowa the Pulpit-ſtairs, 
| have been as bad as I was b. fore. Yet God car- 
ried Me on, but ſurcly with a ſtrong hand ; for 
- neither Guilt nor Hell could take Me off my 
_ | work. | 
| 260, Thus I went for the ſpace of two years, 
7 crying out againft mens ſins, and their fearfull 
' | ftate becauſe of them. Aﬀter which, the Lord 
came in upon my own ſoul with ſome ſtaid peace » | 
and comfurt thorow Chriſt z for he did give Me {| 
> manic ſ#cet diſcoveries of- his Blefſed ' Grace © | 
fhorow him : Wherefore now I altered in ray | | 
Preaching, ( for ſti!l I Preached what | ſaw'and 
felt ) now therefore I did much labour to hold 
forth Jeſus Chrift ia all his Offices, Relations and 
Benefits unto the World,. and did ſtriye. alſo to 
| difcoyer, to condemn and remove theſe falſe 
| ſupports and props on which the World doth 
t both lean, and by them fall and periſh. On theſe 
things alſs I ſtaid as long as on the other. ' 
| 261. After this, God led Me into ſome thing | ; 
of the Myſtery of union with Chriſt ; when | ; 
tnat _ 
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Tr - Ozace abounding 
+ - that Idiſcovered and ſhewed to t 


oints of the word of God, about the ſpace of 
ye years or more ; I was caught in my preſent 
pratice, and caſt into priſon, where I have lain 


above as long again te confirm the truth by way |. 


; "of ſuffering, as 1 was before in teſtifying of it, 
according to the Scriptures,. in a way of Preach- 
11g. 6 

262, When I have been in preaching, TI thank 
God my heart hath often, all the time of this 


and the 'other exerciſe, with great earneſtneſs |, 
cryed to Gad that he would make the Word c>. - 


feftual tothe Salvation of the ſoul : ſtill. being 
grieved leſt the Enemy ſhould take the word 


away from the Conſcience; and ſo it ſhould be- | 
come unfruitful : Wherefore 1 ſhould labour o. }. 
to ſpeak the Word, as that thereby _ (if it. 
were poſſible _) the fin and perſon guilty might # 


be.particularized by it. 


263. Alſo when I have done the Exerciſe, it F 
hath gone to my heart to think the Word ſhould þ 


noiv fall as rain on ſtony places : ſtill withing 


from my heart, O that they who hayc hcard | 
Me ſpeak this day, d:d but ſee as I do, what 
Sin, Death, Hell, and the curſc of God is: and } 


alſo what the Grace, and Love, and Mercy. of 
God is, throw Chriſt, to Men in ſuch a.caſc as 
they are, who are yet eſtranged. from him ; and 
indeed, I. did often ſay in: my heart before the 
Lord, That if to be hanzed up preſently before then 
eyes, would. be. a means ts awaken them, and con- 


firm 


hem alſo, And | 
when I had trayelled thorow theſe three ehief. | 
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| to the chief of Sinners. 223. * 
_ firm them in the Truth, I gladly ſhould be contented. 
264. For I have been in my Preaching, eſpe- 
cially when I have been engaged in the DoArine 
of Life by Chriſt, without Works, as if an Angel 
of God had ſtood by at my back to encourage 
; Ne: O, it hath been with ſuch power and hea- 
; yenly evidence upon my own Soul, while I have 
been labouring to unfold it, to demonſtrate it, 
and to faſten it upon the Conſcience of others, 
rs that I could not be contented with ſaying, I be- 
lieve and am ſure ; methaught I was more than ſure 
| (if it be lawful fo to expreſs my ſelf) that thoſe 
| things which then I afferted, were true. 
| 265. When I went firſt to Preach the word | 
abroad, the Doors and Pricſts of the Countr F 
| did open wide againſt Me ; but 1 was perſwad- 
. ed of this, not to render rayling for rayling, 
j, but to ſee how many of their carnal Profefſors I } 
| could convince of their miterable ſtate by the } 
F Law, and of the want and worth of Chriſt : for, | 
. thought I, This ſhall anſwer for me in time to comes 
, when they ſhall be for my hire before their face 
Gen. 30. 33, | 
” 266. 1 neyer cared to meddle with things that 
were controverted, and in diſpute amonglt the 
_ Saints, eſpecially things of the loweſt nature ; 
| yet it pleaſed Me much to contend with great 
[ carneſtneſs for the Word of Faith, and the Re- 
| mitfion ot Sins by the Death and Sufferings of 
| Jeſus : but I ſay, as to other things, I ſhould 
| let them alone, becauſe I ſaw they engendercd 
' Ntrife, and becauſe that they neither in doing, 
| KN L nr 
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6. SER » Grace abounding 4 Bs 
” Dorn keaying undone, did commend \is to God 
E to behis:; Beſides, I ſaw my Work before Mc 
did run .in another Channel, even to carry an 
;  awakeningWord; to that therefore did I ſtick 
and adhere. | 
- 267. I never-<ndeavoured to, nor durſt make f 
uſc of other mens lincs, Rom. 15. 18. ( though 
I condemn not all that do ) for I verily thought, 
and found by experience, that what was taught F 
Me by the Word and Spirit of Chrift, could be 
ſpoken, maintained and ſtood to, by the ſoundeſt 
and beſt cſtabliſhed Conſcience : and though 1 | 
will not now ſpeak all that I know in this matter ; 
= my experience hath more intereſt in that | 

ext of Scripture, Gal. 1. x1, 12, then many 
amongſt men are aware. 

268, If any of thoſe who were awakened | | 
by my Miniſtry, did after that fall back. ( as ſome- | 
times too many did _) 7 can truly ſay their loſs | --- 
bath been more to Me, then if one of my own | 
Children, . begotten of my body, had. been go- } + 
ing to its Grayc: T7 think verily I may ſpeak 
it without any offence to the Lord , nothing 
hath gone ſo near Me as that, unleſs it was 
the fear of the loſs of the Salyation of my own 
foul : I have counted as if I had goodly buil- 
i dings and Lord-ſhips 1n thoſe places where m 
| Children were bora; my heart hath been 10 
| wrapt up in the glory of this excellent work, F 

- that I counted my ſclf more blefſed and hono- ih, 
| red of God by this, then if he had made me, Þ 
the Emperor of the Chriſtian World , _— - 

, ord & 
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" to the chief of Siuntrs.  . . rx 
Lord of alb the glory of the Earth without it '> 2 
O theſe words! He that converteth a ſimmer fron 
the error of his way, doth ſave a ſoul from death, 
Jam. $. 20, The fruit of the righteous 1s « tree of 
Life; and he that wirineth Souls, is wiſe, Prov..1r. 
30. They that be wiſe, ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs 
of the firmament ; and they that turn many 10 Righ- - 
reouſmeſs, as the.. Jars for ever and ever, Dan. 
|. 12. 3. For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of 
| rejoycing? are not ever ye in the preſence of our Lord 
'. Peſus Chriſt at his coming ? for, ye are our Glory 
| and joy, 1 The. 2, 19, 20, Theſe, with many 

others of a like nature, have been great refrefh- 

ment to me. 
269. I have obſeryed, that where I have had 
a Work to do for God, I have had firft asit 
were the going of God upon my fpirit to defire 
I might preach there : Thave alſo obſerved, that 
ſuch and ſuch Souls in particular have been ſtrong- 
ly ſet upon my heart, and I ſtirred up to wiſh | 
for their Salvation 3 And that theſe yery Souls | 
have after this been given in as the fruits of my 
Miniſtry, I have alſo obſcryed, that a Word | 
caſt in by the by, hath done more execution in 
a Sermon, then all that was ſpoken beſides : 
ſometimes alſo when I have thought I did no: ; 
good, then I did moſt of all 3 and at other times *; 
when I thought I ſhould catch them, I haye fiſk- 
cd for nothing. DE Is 
' 270. I haye alfo obſerved this that where" Wa 
there hath been a Work to do upon Sinners, 
there the Devil hath ee to roar in their hearts, 

| 2 an 


216 Grace abounding 
* .and by the mouths of his Servants. Yea often- 
times when the wicked World hath raged moſt, 
there-hath been ſouls awakened by the Word : 
\ T could inftance particul irs, but I forbear. 
271, My great defire in my fulfilling my Mi- 
niftry, was, to get into the darkeſt places of the 
Countrey, eycn amongſt thoſe People that were 
furtheſt off 8&f Profeſſion z yet not becanſe 1 
could not endure the Light, ( for I feared not 
to ſhew my Goſpelto any _) but becauſe I found 
my Spirit did Jean moſt after awakening and 
converting-work, and the Word that [ carried, 
did lean it ſclf moſt that way; Tea, ſo have I 
fliived to preach the Goſpel, mat where Chriſt was 


dation, Rom. 18. 20. 

_ 272. In my preaching, I have rcally been in 
pun, and have, as it were, travell:d to bring 
- forth Ciiildren to God, neither could F be ſa- 
tisficd, unleſs ſome fruits did appear in my work: 
IH I were fruitleſs, it mattered not who. com- 
mended Mc ; but if I were fruitful, I cared not 
who did condemn. 7 have thought of that, Lo, 
Children are an Heritaze of the Loyd ; and the 


hand of a mizhty Man ; fo are Children of the 
\ Touth. Happy is the man that hath filled hu qui- 
wer full of them ;, they ſhall not be aſhamed, but 
they (hall ſpeak with the Enemies in the Gate, 
Pſalms 172+ 344. 5. | 
273. Tt pleaſed Me nothing to ſee pcople 
drink in Opinions, if they ſeemed ignorant of 


F frutt of the Womb is his reward. As arrows in the 


, named, left I ſhould build upon another mans foun- 


Jeſus , 


| by Chriſt, with ſtrong breathings 


| 


ray © 
| Jeſus Chriſt, and the worth of their own fat. 
vation, found convition for fin, eſpecially for 
unbelicf, and an heart ſet on fire to be fayed 
| after a tru- 
ly fanQified Soul : That was it that delighted 
Me; thoſe were the fouls I counted blefſed. 
274+. But in this work, as in allother, I had 
my temptations attending me, and that of di- 
yerſe kinds; as ſometimes I ſhould be aſſaulted 
with great diſcouragement therein, fearing 
that I ſhould not be able to ſpeak a Word at 
all to edification; nay, that I ſhould -not be 
able to ſpeak ſenſe unto the people; at which 
times I ſhould haye ſuch a ſtrange faintneſs and 
ſtrengthleſneſs ſerze upon my body, that my 
legs have ſcarce been able to carry me to the 
place of Exerciſe, | 
275. Sometimes again, when I haye been 
preaching, I have been violently affaulted with | 
thoughts of blaſphemy, and ſtrongly tempred to 
. peak them with my mouth before the Congre- | 
gation. I have alſo at ſome time even when Þ | 
have begun to ſpeak the Word with much clear- $ 
neſs, evidence, and liberty of ſpeech, ' yet been | 
before the ending of thatOpportunity ſo blinded, | 
and ſo eſtranged from the things 1 have: been 
ſpeaking, and haye alſo been fo ftraitned in my Þ 
ſpeech, as to utterance before the People, that I, 
I have been as if / had not known or remembred 
what I have been about, or-asif my head hal 
been -in a bag all the time of the Exerciſe. 
- 276, Again, when at ſometimes I have beety 
1, | 3 abouf 
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about to 


©... -: -GOract abounding 
reach upon ſome ſmart and ſcorching 
portion of the word, 1 haye found the Tempter 

vggeſt, what! willyou preach this? this con- | tic 
demns your ſelf, of this your own ſoul is guilty; {| ha 


Wherefore, preach not of it at all ; er if youdo, 4 an 
yet ſo mince. it, as to make way for your own | fl 
eſcape ; leſt inſtead of awakening others, you 1 ta 
Izy that guilt upon your own ſoul, as you will !. 
never get from under. | 1 
277. But I thank the Lord 1 haye been | bi 
kept from conſenting to theſe ſo. horrid ſug- { 
geſtions, and have rather, as Sampſon, bowed | p 
my ſelf with all my might to condemn fin and +}: p 
Tranſgreſſion 'where ever I found it; yea, | u 
though therein alſo T did bring guilt upon my ; 4 
own Conſcience ; Let me die, though I, with Ci 
#he Philiſtines, Judges 16, 29. 3o, rather then " 1 


deat corruptly with the blefſed word of God; 
Thou that teacheſt another , teacheſt thou not thy » 
fJelf? it 18far better that thou do judge thy ſelf, x 
even by preaching plainly unto others, then that + 
thou, .to ſave thy ſelf, impriſon the Truth in 4 « 
unrighteouſaeſs : Blefled be God for his help 1 
alſo 1n this. | 

| 

| 


- Ao» * 
<a, ww, e-——- 
. 


| 278. I have alſo, while found in this 
| blefſed work of Chriſt, been often tempted to 
| Pride and -liftings up of heart 3 and. though 7 
.dare not. ſay, I have not been infeted with 
This, yet truly the Lord of his precious mercy - 
;hath ſo carried it towards me, that for the moſt & 
"part I haye had but ſmal joy to give way to ſuch 
$ 4 thing : for it hath been my eycry daycs por- 

tion 
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* the Cyinbal make that mirth in the ſeryiee of 
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, parts; as for inſtance, that hath been of great 
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25 19 
portion to be let into the eyil of my own heart, 
and ſtill made to ſee ſuch a multitude of corrup- 
tions and infirmities therein, that it hath cauſed 
hanging down of the head under all my Gifts 
and Attainments : I have felt this thorn in the 
_ C 2 Cor. 12, 8, 9._) the very mercy of God 
to Me. | 

279. I have had alfo together with this, ſome 
notable place or other of the Word preſented 
before Me, which Word hath contained in it 
ſome ſharp and piercing ſentence concerning the 
periſhing of the Soul, notwithſtanding gifts and 
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uſe unto Me, Though F ſpeab with the tongue of 
Men and Angels, and have not charity, 1 am be- 
come as ſounding braſs, and a tinkling Cymbal, 
1 Cor. 13+ 1, 2. 
| 280, A tinkling Cymbal, is an Inſtrument of 
Muſick with which a $kilful Player can make ſuch 
melodious and heart inflanming mutick, that all 
who hear him play, can ſcarcely hold from dan- 
cing 3 and yet behold, the Cymbal hath not life | 
neither comes the muſick itrom it, ,but becauſe _ 
of the art of him that playes therewith : ſo then 
the Inſtrument at laſt may come to naught and « 
periſh, though in times paſt ſuch muſick hath _ 
been made upon it. | | 
281. Juſt thus I aw it was and will be with $: 
them who have Gifts, but want ſaving-Grace: # 
they are in the hand of Chriſt, as the Cymbal 
in the hand of David ; and as David could with 


God, | 


ff 
« 2 


F 220 +> Grace abouuding 
God, as to: elevate the hearts of the Worthip- 
pers 3 ſo Chriſt can uſe theſe gifted men, as 
with them to affet the Souls of his People in his 
. Church; yet when he hath done all, hang them 
by, as lifcleſs, though ſounding Cymbals. 

; 282, This conſideration therefore, together 
with ſome others, were, for the moſt part, as 
a Maul on the head of Pride, and defire of yain 
glory 5 What, thought I, ſhall T be proud be- 
cauſe I am a ſounding braſs ? Is it ſo much to be 
a Fiddle? Hath not the lealt Creature that hath 
life, more of God .in it then theſe ? Beſides, 7 


.ceaſe and vaniſh: So 7concluded a little Grace, 
& little Loye, a little of the true fear of God, is 
better then all theſe Gifts - Yea, and I am fully 
convinced of it, that it is poſſible for Souls that 
can fcarce give a man an anſwer, but with great 
confufion as to Method, I ſay, it is poſſible fos 
$iem to have 4 thouſand times more Grace, 
' and ſo te be more in the love-and fayor of the 
Lord, then ſome who by. vertue 'of the Gift of 
Knowledge, can deliver themſelyes ltke Angels. 
283. Thus therefore I came to perceive that 
though Gifts in themſelves were good, to the 
thing for which they are defigned, to wit, the 
Edifcation of others, yet empty and without 
power ta ſave the ſoul of him that hath them, if 
» they be alone : Neither are they any ſigne of a 
- Mans ftate to be happy.” 
. 284, This ſhewed me' too, that Gifts being 
 *Hlone,. were dangerous, not in themfſelyes, -but 


_ 


knew 'twas Love ſhould never die, but theſe muſt - 


becauſe = 


At a I. 4 


— 


to the chief of Sinners.- © 

becauſe of thoſe evils that attend them, to wit, 
pride, deſire of vain glory, ſelf-conceit, &c, all 
which were eaſily blown up a t he applauſe and 


- commendation of eyery unadyiſed Chriſtian, to 


the endangering of a poor Creature te fall into 
the condemnation of the Devil. 

285, I ſaw therefore that he that hath Gifts, 
had need be lct into a ſight of the nature -of 
them that they come ſhort of making of him 
to be ina truly ſaved condition, leſt he reſt tn 


| them, and ſo fall fhort of the grace of God. 


285. He hath alſo cauſe to walk humbly with 


- God, and be little in his own eyes, anq.to're- {| 
member with all, that his Gifts are not his own, _}þ 


but the Churches, and that by them. he is made 
a ſcryant to the Church, and he muſt alſo give 
at laſt an account of his Sterard-ſhip uato the 


| Lord Jeſus, and to give a good account will be 


2 bleſſed thing, 

287. Let all Men therefore prize a little with 
the fear of rhe Lord ( gifts. indeed are defir- 
able ') but yet-great grace and ſmall gifts are 
better then great gifts and no grace. It doth F 
not ſay, the Lord gives gifts and glory, but the } 
Lord gives grace and glory / and bleſſed is ſuch þ 
an one! to whom the Lord giyes grace. 
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A bri © , Account of the Authors 
Impriſonment. 


288, H*v35 made profeſſion of the glorious 

Goſpel cf Chriſt a long time, and had 
preached the ſame about five years; I was ap- 
prehended at a Meeting of good People 1n the 
Countrey, ( amongſt whom, had they :let Me 
alone, TI ſhould have preached that day, but 
they took Me away from amongſt them ) and 
had Me before a Juſtice 3 who, aftcr 1 hzd offered 
ſecurity for my appearing at the next Seſſions, 
yet committed Me, bectuſe my Sureties would 
F - not confent to be bound that I ſhould Preach no 
| more to the people. 

289. At the Scfſions after, I was indicted for 
an Upholder and Maintainer of Unlawful Afﬀem- 
blies and Conventicles, and for not conformin 

+, to the Nationall VVorfhip of the Church © 
F Enland; after ſome conference there with the 
F Juſtices, was ſentenced to perpetual banifhment, be- 


| vercd up to the Goalcrs hands, I was had home 
* to Priſon, and there have lain now compleat 
+ twelve years, waiting to fee what God will ſuffer 
F thefe men to do with Me. 

290. In which condition I have continued 
$- with much content thorough Grace, but have 
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cauſe I refuſed to Confirm. So being again deli- © 


met © 
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to the Chief of Sinners. . - x24. 
met with many turnings and goings upon my oF 
heart, both from the LORD, Satan, and my © *$ 
own corruptions 3 by all which ( glory be to 
Jeſus Chrift ) I have alſo received, among many 
things, much convition, inſtruction, and un- 
. }, derſtanding, of which at large I ſhall not here 
\ diſcourſe ; onely, give you in 4 hint or two, a 
4 word that may ſtir up the Godly to bleſs God, 
and to pray for Me ; and alſo to take encourage- 
| ment, ſhould the caſe be their own, Mot tofear 
what man can do unte them, 

291. I neyer had in all my life ſo great an 
inlet into the VVord of GOD as now : them 
Scriptures that I ſaw nothing in before, are 
made in this place and ſtate to ſhine upon Me, 
Jeſus Chriſt alſo was neyer more real and ap- 
parent than now ; here I have ſeen him and felt {F 
him indeed : O that word, We have not preached 
unto you cunningly deviſed Fables, 2 Pet. 1. 16. 
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gave him glory, that your Faith and Hope might be 


#1 God, 1 Pct. 1. 20. were blefſed words unto 


and that, Goa raiſed Chrift from the Dead, and ; A 
| 


| Me in this imy impriſoned condition, 


292. Theſe three or four ſcriptures alſo have 


| been great refreſhment, in this condition, to 
| toMe;3 fohn 14, 1, 2, 3, 4. Fobn 16. 33 Col. 3. 


3, 4+ Heb. 12. 22, 23, 24. So that ſometimes, 


'# when I have been in the ſavour of them, I have 
* beenable to laugh at deſtrugion, and teftar nei- 


of my being with Jeſus in another World : p- 
be 


ther the Horſe nor his Rider. I have had ſweet ſights 
of tlie forgiveneſs of my ſins in this place, and 
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© Phe Mount Sin, the heavenly Jeruſalem, the innu- 
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mn  Gace abounding 
merable company of Anzels, and God the Fudge 0 


all, and the Spirits of Juit men made perfect, end | 


Feſius, have been ſwect unto me in this place : 


. I have ſeen that here, that I am perſwaded I 


fhal never while in this World be able to expreſs : 


I. have ſeen a truth in that Scripture, ' Whom 


having not ſeen, ye love, in whom, though now ye ſee {| | 
him not, yet believing, ye rejcyce with joy unſpeak- 


able, and full of glory. 1 Pet. 1. 8. 

203. I never knew what 1t was for God to 
ſtand by Me at all turns, and at evcry offcr 
ot Satan gc, As I haye found him ſince I came 
in hither, for look how fears have preſented 
themſelves, ſo have ſupports and cncourage- 
ments 3 yea, when I have ſtarted, even as it 
werc, at nothing elſe but my ſhadow, yet God, 
as being very tender of me, hath not ſuffered 
me fo be moleſted, but would with one Scrip- 
ture or another ſtrengthen me againſt all; in fo 
much that I have often ſaid, Were it lawful, I 
could pray for greater trouble, for the greater com- 
forts ſake, Eccl. 7, 14. 2 Cor. 1. 5. | 

294. Before I came to priſon, I ſaw what 
was 2a coming, and had eſpecially two confide- 


rations warm upon my heart; the firſt was, how - 
to be able to. endure, ſhould my impriſonment - 


be long and tedious, Fhe Second was how fo be 
able to encounter Death, ſhould that be here my 
portion. For the firſt of theſe, that Scripture 
Col. 1.11. Was great information to me, namely, 
to pray to God 70 be ſtrengthned with all might, 


according Y, 
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. . to the chief of Sinners. 22357, 
according to his glorious Power, unto all patience and . : 
| l/ong-ſuffering with joyfulneſs : I could ſeldom go to +; 
4% prayer before I was impriſoned, but for not ſo- 7 
little as a year together, this ſentence or ſweet -! 
petition,” would, as it were, thruſt it ſelf into my 
* Þ mind, and perſwade me, that if ever I would go 
nN \ thorow long-ſuffering, I muſt haye all patience, 
© þ \cſpecially if I would endure it joyfully. 
-y 295-As to the ſecond Confſideration,that Saying 
C 2 Corinthians 1. 9. _) was of great uſe unto me, 
But we had the ſentence of death in our ſelves, that 
we might not truſt in our ſelves but in GOD that raiſe 
eth the dead: By this Scripture I was made to ſee 
that if ever I would ſuffer rightly, I muſt firſt 
paſs a ſentence of death upon eyerie thing that 
can properlie be called a thing of thisHfe, even 
to reckon my elf, my Wife, my Children, my | 
health, my enjoyments, and all, as dead to Me, 
. and my ſelf as dead to them. | 
296, The ſecond was, to live upon God that 
is inyiþlez as Paul ſaid in another place, the }} 
way not to faint, 7s ts look not at the things that Mi 
are feen, but at the things that are not ſeen ; for fi 
| the things that are ſeen, are temporal ; but the 
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; ment js the worſt, then if Death come, Iam 
$ ſurprized : ſo that I ſce the beſt way to go.t 
; M 
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FE cow fifferings, is to feuſf jn God through Chriſt, as 


- World, to count the Grave. my Houſe, to mabe my 


$ Father, eng to the Worms, Thou art my Mhther and 
_ 397» But notwithſtanding theſe helps, 7 found 


F- the parting with my Wife and poor Children 
hath often been to Me in this place, as the 
pulling the fleſh from my bonew; and that not 
only becauſe I am ſomewhat too too fond © 


.-+ | them, eſpecislly my pow blind Child, who lay 
' | nearer my. heart then all 7 had beſides; Q the 

| } þ thoughts of the hardſhip I thought this might 

\ | } .go under, would break my heartto pieces. 


| | | art thou like to haye for thy portion in this 
-'\ F ,World ? Thou muſt be beater, muſt beg, ſuffer 
- hunger, cold, nakedneſs, and a thouſand cala- 
- mities, though I cannot now endure the Wind! 
ſhould blow upon thee : But yet recalling my! 
" ſelf, thought I, I muſt venture you all with| 
| { 5 'God, though it goeth to the quick to leave 
| {( you; ©, Ifaw in this condition, 1 was as al 

\ 

y 


Man who was pulling down his Houſe upon 
. the head of his wife and children; yet, thought 
| is 7, I muſtdo it, I muſt doit: And nov [thought 


| 


— 


{| touching the World te come , and as prayer. po F; 
bed in darkneſs, to ſay te Corruption, Thou art my; 
Siſter 3 that is, to familiarize theſe things to Me. : 


my ſelf a Man, and compaſſed with infirmities;| 


| | theſe great Mercies, but alſo becauſc I ſhould, 
F have often brought to my mind the many hard-| 
J 
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ſhips, miſeries and wants that my poor Family! Fo 
was like to mect- with, ſhould I be taken from| ;- 
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'_, ..2 98; Poer Child 7 thought I, what ſorrow! i 
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| 4 to the chief of Sinner $5: — U. 
&| zof thoſe two Milch-Kine that were to 'carty BO 
o Ark. of God inte another Countrey, and to leave+ 
bl of Petr Calves behind them, 1 Sam, 6. 10. 11, 12. * i 
| 299. But that which helped me in.this tern. 
| ptation, was divers conſiderations, of* whict 4 
41 three in ſpecial here I will name ; the firſt was, 
the conſideration of thoſe two Scriptures, Leave |: 
| thy fatherleſs Children, I will preſerve them alive, 
and let thy Widows truſt in me : and again, The 4; 
Lord ſaid, Verily it ſhall go well with thy Remnant ; Þ 
of verily, I will cauſe the enemy to entreat thee well 1 
d in the time of evil, &c. Jer, 49. 11,: Chap.. 15, 

II. = | 
I-| 300. I had alſo this Conſideration, that if I + 
Y' ſhould now venture all for God, | I. engaged J: 

| God to take care of my Concernments But if I 4: 
Y| forſook him, and his Wayes, for fear of any _ 
1+ trouble that ſhould come to Me or mine ; then 7 
': I ſhould not only falſifie my profeſſion, but 7}: 
;| ſhould count alſo that 'my#® Concernments were '7 
--\ "not ſo ſure, if left at Gods feet, whilſt 1 ſtood {} 
ir, fo and for his name, as they would be if they 91 
4 were under my own tuition, though with the J; 
qi denial of the way of God. This was a ſmar- 44 
y| ting confideration, and was 4s Furs unto my 1} 
ed fleſh : That Scripture . alſo greatly helped jt to 3! 
|| faſten the more upon me, where Chriſt prayes x; 
| agaiuſt Zudar, that God . would difappoint him þ 
nn all his felfiſh thoughts which moyed him to 5s 
at _ his - Ms Pray read it ſoberly,  P/Y. 109. 'F 

' 6. 7, 8, (0. q Ig 4c 
- 301. 1 had alſo another Conſtderation,. and lh 
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f - which I was ſure they muſt partake of, that for 
FFF fear of the Croſs, do ſhrink from their profeſ- 
"-fion of Chriſt, his word and Laws, before the 
-[f Jons of Men: And of . the glory that he had 
+ Prepared for thoſe that in Faith, and Loye, 
't | a0d Patience ſtood to his wayes before them, 
#- Theſe things, 1 ſay, haye helped Me, when the 


| + kedneſs, to enemies, and a thouſand calamities 


. Gad hitherto I have not been moeyecd by theſe 
- moſt delicate reafonings, but have rather by 
{them more approved my heart to God. 
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that was, the' dread of the torments of Hell, 


thoughts of the Miſery that both my ſelf 
and mine might, for the ſake of my profeſſion, | 
be expoſed to, hath lin pincing on my mind. | 

302. When I have indeed eonceited that I 
might be baniſhed for my profeſſion, then 1 
have thought of that Scripture, They were ſto- 
ned, they were ſawn aſunder, were tempted, were 
ſlain with the Sword ; they wandred ab;ut in (htep 
Skins, and Goat Shins, beins deſtitute, aflided 
for mented, of whom the World was not worthy, for, 
all they thought they were too bad to dwell 
and abide amongſt them. 7 have alſo thought 
of that ſaying, The Hly Ghoft witneſſerh in every 
City, that bonds and aj{itioms abide me © 1 have 
yerily thought that my Soul and it, have ſome- 
times reaſon2d about the fore and fad eſtate of 
a baniſhed and exiled condition, how they are 
expoſed to hunger, to cold, to perils, to na- 
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and at laſt it may be to die in a ditch like a | 
poor- forlorn and deſolate Sheep, But 1 thank 


395% 
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- called to it; Beſides, 7 thought with my ſelf, 3 
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to the chief of Sinnkrs. 229 
393. I will tell you of a pretty buſineſs ; EF was 
once aboye all the reſt in a yery ſad and low -Y 
condition for many weeks, at which time. all” F 
7 being but a young Priſoner, and not acquain» : 
ted with the Laws,[ had this lIaying.muchupon my 
ſpirit, That my Impriſonment might - end aq 
the Gallows for ought that I could tell; now 
therefore Satan laid hard at Me to bear Me out F 
of heart, by ſuggefting thus unto Me; But how 
if when you come indeed.to die you ſhould be 
in this condition 3 that is, as not to ſayour the 
things of God, ner to have any evidence  u- | 
pon your Soul for a better State hereafter 2 ?* 
C for indeed at that time all the things of 2 
God were hid from my ſoul. _} ; 
30 4. VVherefore when I at firſt began to 2 
think of this, it was a great Trouble to Me : ; 
for I thought with my telf, that in the condi- } 
tion TI now was In, I was not fit to die, nei- 4 
ther indeed did I think I could if I ſhould be | ; 


if 7 fhould make a ſcrambling ſhift to clamber 
up the Ladder, yet I ſhould either with qua- 5 ' 
king, or other ſymptoms of fainting give occa-l 
ſion to the enemy to reproach the way of Gods 
and his people, for their timerouſneſs ; This * 
therefore lay with great trouble upon; Me, for, 
Me thought I was ſhamed to die with a pale} 
_ and tottering Knees, for ſuch a cauſe ai 
395. VVherefore I prayed to God that he? : 
would comfort Me, and give Me ſtrength te 
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Dri t 7 in ing 
| at he ſhould call me to - yet 
comfort appear'd, but all continued hid: 1 


i} you die 2 What will become of you 2 Where will you 
t be found in an»ther World ? What evidence have 
| you for heaven and 2lory, and an inheritance among 
. them that are ſanfitzd? Thus was I toffed for 


. 'FYVherefore, thought I, the point being thus, I 
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to the ChieSM Suns.” © 

am for going on, and venturing my <teraat” 
ſtate with Chriſt, whether I haye camfort here} 
or no; 1f God doth not come in, thought , T *7 
will leap off the Ladder even blind fold into Eternity, ; 
fink or ſwime come Heaven, come Hell ;, Lord Jeſus, - 
if thou wilt catch me, do, I will venturefor thy Name. 7 
308. I was no ſooner fixed upon this reſolusz 


tion, but that word dropt upon me, Deth Fob 
ſerve God for nought ? As if the Accuſer had ; 
ſaid, Lord, ob is no upright Man, he ſerves 
thee for by-reſpets; Hat thou not made an” 
Hedge about him, &c, But put forth now- thine © 
hand, and touch all that he hath, and he will | 
curſe thee- to thy face. How now, thought .1, is ! 
this the ſign of an upright Soul, to defire to !. 
ſerye God when all is taken from kim Is he \ 
a godly Man that will ſerve God for nothing ' 
rather then give out ? Bleſſed be Ged! Then 7: 
hope I have an upright ' heart, for I am reſfol-; 
ved ( God giving me ſtrength _) never to deny! 
my profeſſion, though I have nothing at all for; ; 
my p.ins;z and as I was thus confidering, that! 
Scripture was ſct before me, Pſal. 44. 12, W&Fcs 
329. Now was my heart full of comfort, for I} 
hoped it was ſincere: I would not have been 
without this tryal for much, 7am comforted eve- 
ry time 7 think of it, and I hope T ſhall bleſs 
God for ever for the teaching I have had by it; 
Many more of the dealings ot God towards: me: 4 
might relate, But - theſe out of the ſpoils won if 


Battel have I dedicated to maintain the Houſe &. 
God, 1'Chron, 26. 27. | _- E 


THE 
ONCLUSION. 


F all the Temptations that 
ever | met with in my life, 
'to queſtion the being and truth of 
{che Goſpel, is the worſt, and worſt 
Fro be born ; when this Temptation 
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from Me, and remoyerh the Foun- 
dation from under me : O I have 


wour loyns girt about with Truth; 

' nd of thar, When the foundations 
re defirey ed, what can the Righ- 

Feous do ! Sometimes, when after 

in committed, I have looked for 

DP + _ chaſtizement from the hand of 
3 od, the very next that I have had 


vt. Oe 


_ it takes away my Girdle . 


ofcen thought of that word, Have 


_ from | 
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| diſcovery ot bimlelt, yet | have found; 


— 


to the thief of : 
from him hath bn the "Liſcoreel 
of his Grace. Sometimes, when I * 
have been comforted, I- have called | 
my ſelf a tool tor my ſo ſinking un- } 
der trouble. And then again when, 
I have been caſt down, I thought I * 
was not wiſe to give ſuch way to. 
comfort. VVith ſuch ſtrength and} | 
weight have both rhefe been uponY 
Me. 

2. | have wondered much-at this 
one thing, that though God dorh ! 
viſir my ſoul with never ſo bleſſed a! 
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again, that ſuch hours have atrended) + 
Me afterwards, thar' have been in; 
my ſpirit ſo filled with darkneſs, chat 
I could not ſomuch as once conceivez 
what thar God and that Comfort 
was with which I have been refreſty 

3: ] bave ſometimes ſcen more | | 
a lin 
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ne of the Bible, than I could well 
cell how to ſtand under, and yet at 
# another time the whole Bible hath 


| Fi my heart hath been ſo dead and dry 


leaſt dram of refreſhment, though [ 
* have look't it all over. 
: 4. Of all rears, they arcbeſt that 


s of allzoy, that is the {wecteſt, thatis 


mixt with mourning over Chriſt | Oh 


| [. 34th Chriſt in our arms, before God, 


- bk | Wnſieth, 3. A leaning to the 
a 


Ty find to this day ſeven abo- 


tations in my heart: I. Inclin- 
ngs. to unbelict, 2. Suddenly to 


and 


been to Me asdry as a ſtick 3 orrather | 


unto it, that I could not conceive the 


are made by the Blood of Chriſt; and . 


ris a goodly thing to be on.our knees 


Ray I know ſomething of theſe . 


yer the love and mercy that Chriſt | 


8 of the Law. 4, Wandrings 


' to the chief of Sinners. = D | 
Il [and coldnefs in prayer. 5. To for- © 
It [per to watch for that I pray for. 6. * 
h {Apt to murmur becauſe I have no 
T 'more, and yetready to abuſe whar I 4 
Y [have. 7. I can do none of thoſe 
e [things which God commands Me, 4 
| [but my corruptions will thruſt} ; 
in themſelves; When T1 would: 
 \do good, evil is preſent with 
| | Me. | 

, 
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6. Theſe things { continually ſee / 
and feel, and am afflitted and op- 7 
{preſſed with ; yet the Wiſdom of 
God doth order them for my good: + | 
 [x. They make Me abhor my ſeft ;H 
'2, They keep me from truſting my 1 
| {hearr, 3. They convince me of the 
| inſuffiency of all inherent righteauſ- ] 
 inels. 4. They ſhew me the neceſlity J 
of fleeing to Jeſus. 5. They preſs me 
to pray unto God. 6. They ſhew me? 
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NENonng Ec. . 
thavero warch and be ſober. 
SAnd-provoke Mc to pray unto 
Got through Chriſt to help me, .. 
£*;,.and carry me through 
- SE this World 
Amen, 
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